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-

[ NOTI CE OF ADJOURNMENT OF THE JANUARY 28, 2003 MEETI NG OF THE
2 BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS BEG NS ON PAGE 279]

4 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WE D LIKE EVERYONE TO TAKE THEIR -- TO COME
5 TOMRDS THEI R SEAT AND PLEASE STAND. THI' S MORNI NG, PASTOR

6 GERARD, PARDON ME, PASTOR CGERALD ABREU, THE ABUNDANT LI FE

7 CHURCH OF GOD FROM THE TORRANCE IN THE FOURTH DI STRI CT W LL

8 G VE US OUR | NVOCATI ON. THE PLEDGE W LL BE BY VI OLA ORLAFF,

9 WHO IS AN ADJUTANT SAN FERNANDO VALLEY POST NUMBER 603 JEW SH
10 WAR VETERANS OF THE USA FROM THE THI RD DI STRI CT. PASTOR ABREU?
11

12 PASTOR CGERALD ABREU. OUR FATHER I N HEAVEN, HOLY IS YOUR NAME.
13 GRANT UNTO US YOUR W SDOM YOUR COURAGE, YOUR STRENGTH FOR ALL
14 THAT LI ES BEFORE US TODAY. G VE US TH S DAY OUR DAI LY BREAD.

15 LEAD US NOT | NTO TEMPTATI ON, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVI L. PLEASE
16 FORG VE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORG VE THOSE WHO VE

17 TRESPASSED AGAI NST US. BE WTH US AS YOU WERE W TH OUR

18  FOUNDI NG FATHERS. DO NOT LEAVE US OR FORSAKE US, SO THAT WE

19  MAY I NCLI NE OUR HEARTS AND EARS TO YOUR STI LL-SMALL VA CE, TO
20 WALK I N ALL YOUR WAYS, THAT ALL THE PECPLE TO THE EARTH MAY

21 KNOW THAT YOU ALONE ARE THE SOVEREI GN LORD AND THAT THERE | S
22 NO OTHER. AND WE PRAY TODAY FOR YOUR STRENGTH UPON THI S

MEETI NG GOD, AND WE JUST ASK THAT YOUR WLL, WLL BE DONE.
AMEN.
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VI OLA ORLAFF: REPEAT AFTER ME. [ Pl edge of Allegiance ]

SUP. KNABE: MADAM CHAI R, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, I T'S WY
PLEASURE TO I NTRODUCE - HE LED US I N THE | NVOCATI ON, THE
REVEREND GERALD ABREU AND H' S WFE, CARLA. | S CARLA HERE? OH,
SHE' S NOI' HERE. OKAY. HE IS THE PASTOR OF THE ABUNDANT LI FE
CHURCH OF GOD | N TORRANCE. REVEREND ABREU AND HI S W FE HAVE
BEEN SOUTH BAY RESI DENTS SI NCE SEPTEMBER W TH THEI R THREE

CH LDREN. PRI OR TO THAT, HE WAS A PASTOR AT THE TABERNACLE OF
PRAI SE CHURCH I N VEST VIRA NI A FOR THE PAST 12 YEARS. NOWN WE
DON' T GET PASTORS LI KE THI'S VERY OFTEN, BUT PASTOR ABREU WAS
RECENTLY IN THE NEWS AS ONE OF THE THREE PASTORS NAMED BY
PONERBALL W NNERS, MR. AND MRS. ANDREW VWHI TTAKER OF WEST

VIRA NIA, VWHO GAVE 10% OF THEI R W NNI NGS TO THEI R FAVORI TE

M N STRIES. MR WH TTAKER HAD BEEN VERY | LL W TH PANCREATI S
FOR A LONG PERI OD OF TI ME AND REVEREND ABREU AND HI S FAM LY
SPENT MANY DAYS AND NI GHATS AT THE HOSPI TAL WTH H' S

PARI SH ONER. HE HAS A NEW CONGREGATI ON AT SOQUTH BAY AND WE
VELCOVE HHS M NI STRY AND SPI RI TUAL GUI DANCE TO THE SCOUTH BAY,
AND CONGRATULATE H M FOR BEI NG ONE OF THOSE THREE, AND WE HAVE
A COUNTY BUDGET SHORTFALL... NO [ Light Laughter ] [ Appl ause

]

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: MADAM CHAIR, | WANT TO PRESENT THI S
CERTI FI CATE OF APPRECI ATI ON TO VI OLA ORLAFF, WHO LED US I N THE
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1 PLEDGE OF ALLEG ANCE THI S MORNI NG VI OLA | S REPRESENTI NG THE
2 SAN FERNANDO VALLEY POST 603 OF THE JEW SH WAR VETERANS. SHE
3 SERVED AS A SERGEANT IN THE UNI TED STATES ARMY, | N THE S| GNAL
4 CORPS FROM 1943 TO '45, RECEIVED THE U.S. ARMY GOOD CONDUCT

5 IEDAL, NATI ONAL DEFENSE SERVI CE MEDAL. SHE WORKS FOR BLUE

6 CROSS LABORATORI ES AND HAS TWO CHI LDREN AND LIVES IN THE THI RD
7 SUPERVI SORI AL DI STRI CT. THANK YOU FOR LEADI NG US I N THE

8 PLEDGE. [ Appl ause ]

10 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: THANK YQU, MADAM CHAIR. WE'LL BEG N ON

11 PAGE 3 AND WE' LL ANNOUNCE ALL THE HOLDS, AND THEN WE' LL COME
12 BACK TO THE PUBLI C HEARI NG | TEMS AFTER THE PRESENTATI ONS. SO
13 ON PAGE 3, AGENDA FOR THE MEETI NG OF THE COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT
14 COW SSION. ON I TEM 1-D, WE' LL HOLD FOR THE PUBLI C HEARI NG ON
15 PAGE 5, ON | TEM NUMBER 6, AT THE MEETI NG OF JANUARY 21, THE

16 BOARD DECLARED I TS I NTENT TO CONTI NUE THI S W THOUT DI SCUSSI ON
17 TO MARCH 25t h, 2003, AT 9:30.

18

19 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR SO ORDERED.

20

21 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: ADM NI STRATI VE MATTERS - -

22

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR LET ME JUST MAKE SURE EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS.
| TEM NUMBER 6 |'S CONTI NUED TO MARCH 26t h AT 9:30. |'M SORRY,
MARCH 25t h AT 9: 30.
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CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: ADM NI STRATI VE MATTERS, BOARD OF

SUPERVI SCRS, | TEM5S 10 THROUGH 17, ON | TEM NUMBER 10, HOLD FOR
SUPERVI SOR BURKE AND SUPERVI SOR KNABE. ON | TEM NUMBER 11, THAT
ALSO | NCLUDES THE REVI SI ON AS NOTED ON THE GREEN SHEET, AND
VE' LL HOLD THAT FOR SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH. ON | TEM NUMBER 12,
SUPERVI SORS BURKE AND ANTONOVI CH REQUEST A ONE- \EEK

CONTI NUANCE.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR W THOUT OBJECTION, |ITEM 12 WLL BE
CONTI NUED FOR ONE WEEK.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: ON | TEM NUMBER 13, HOLD FOR SUPERVI SOR
BURKE. AND ON | TEM NUMBER 16, HOLD FOR SUPERVI SOR BURKE AND
GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL. 16.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ON THE REMAI NDER, MOVED BY KNABE, SECONDED
BY YAROSLAVSKY. W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CER, | TEM 18, THE
CH EF ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CER REQUESTS THAT THI S | TEM BE
REFERRED BACK TO H' S OFFI CE.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR W THOUT OBJECTI ON, 18 WLL BE REFERRED BACK
TO THE C. A O
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CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: HEALTH SERVI CES, | TEM 19.

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH, SECONDED BY
YAROSLAVSKY. W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: MENTAL HEALTH, ON | TEM NUMBER 20,

SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH ALSO REQUESTS THAT THE BQOARD | NSTRUCT
THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH TO PROVI DE QUARTERLY PROGRESS
REPORTS ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF AB 1421. SO THAT I TEM W TH
THE AMENDMENT | S BEFORE YOU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R AS AMENDED BY ANTONOVICH, I T'S MOVED BY

ANTONOVI CH AND SECONDED BY KNABE. W THOUT OBJECTI ON, APPROVED

AS AMENDED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: PUBLI C SOCI AL SERVI CES, | TEM 21.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR MOVED BY YAROSLAVSKY, SECONDED BY KNABE.
W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: M SCELLANEQUS COMMUNI CATI ONS, | TEM 22 AND
23.
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SUP. BURKE, CHAI R MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH, SECONDED BY KNABE.
W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: ORDI NANCES FOR ADOPTI QN, | TEM5S 24 THROUGH
26. ON | TEM NUMBER 24, SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH REQUESTS A ONE-
VEEK CONTI NUANCE TO FEBRUARY 4, 2003.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR W THOUT OBJECTI ON, THAT'S CONTI NUED. THAT' S
24, FOR ONE WEEK.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: AND | TEMS 25 AND 26 ARE BEFORE YOU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR MOVED BY KNABE, SECONDED BY YAROSLAVSKY.
W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: M SCELLANEQUS, ADDI TI ONS TO THE AGENDA
REQUESTED BY BOARD MEMBERS AND THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE
OFFI CER, VWH CH WERE POSTED MORE THAN 72 HOURS | N ADVANCE OF
THE MEETI NG AS | NDI CATED ON THE GREEN SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA.
| TEM NUMBER 27- A

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH, SECONDED BY KNABE.
W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.
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CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: AND THAT COWPLETES THE READI NG OF THE
AGENDA. BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS' SPECI AL | TEMS BEG N W TH
SUPERVI SORI AL DI STRI CT NO. 5.

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: ON I TEM 11, | CAN RELEASE MY HOLD, AS LONG AS
VE HAVE AN ORAL REPORT W THI N TWO WEEKS.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ON I TEM 11, SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH MOVES AND
AMENDS THAT TO REQUEST A REPORT BACK W THI N TWO WEEKS. | T NEED
NOT BE A WRI TTEN REPORT BY THE DEPARTMENT, JUST AN ORAL

REPORT. SECONDED BY KNABE. W THOUT OBJECTION, ITEM 11 IS
ADOPTED. | THI NK THAT YOQU HAVE -- YOU START. FIFTH DISTRICT | S
UP FIRST I N TERMS OF PRESENTATI ONS.

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: WE' VE BEEN | NVOLVED I N THE -- ENCOURAG NG
PEOPLE TO BECOVE FOSTER PARENTS AND TO ADOPT CHI LDREN, AND
VHEN | HAD THE OPPORTUNI TY OF SPEAKI NG AT A RECENT EAGLE SCOUT
AVARD PROGRAM | N GRANADA HI LLS, WE WERE ABLE TO HAVE AN
OPPORTUNI TY TO MEET A YOUNG MAN WHO WAS A FOSTER CHI LD WHO | S
ON H'S WAY TO BECOM NG AN EAGLE SCOUT AND ABLE TO MEET H' S
PARENTS, BOB AND RI TA PRETZEL, TO COMMEND THEM ON THEI R 35
YEARS OF SUPPCRT TO FOSTER CHI LDREN AND FROM THE L. A, COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF FAM LY CHI LDREN SERVI CES. SI NCE 1968, TH' S

FAM LY HAVE TAKEN IN 71 CH LDREN, MANY OF THEM NEWBORN BABI ES,
RAI SI NG THEM AS THEI R OAN CHI LDREN. AND OVER THE YEARS,

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
9



January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 THEY' VE HAD CHI LDREN FOR PERI ODS OF A FEW WEEKS TO THE ENTI RE
2 TIME UNTI L THEY WERE EMANCI PATED, BUT WHAT THEY HAVE DONE,

3 THEY' VE BEEN ABLE TO KEEP I N TOUCH AND ACT AS THAT PARENT FOR
4 THESE YOUNG PEOPLE WHEN THEY HAVE BECOVE EMANCI PATED AND

5 CONTINUE TO BE THE PARENT AS THEY ARE, d VI NG THEM THEI R LOVE,
6 THE SUPPORT, AND THE SPI RI TUAL FOUNDATI ON TO BECOVE A

7 PRODUCTI VE CI TI ZEN. THEY CURRENTLY HAVE A 16 AND 1/ 2- YEAR- OLD
8 SON, THE ONE | MENTIONED, WHO IS A STUDENT I N H GH SCHOOL AND
9 ON H S WAY TO BECOM NG AN EAGLE SCQUT, AND THEY ARE ALSO

10 AWAITING A NEW BABY G RL ALONG WTH -- WHO WLL BE ARRI VI NG
11 ANY TI ME, AND THEY ALSO HAVE TWO CHI LDREN OF THEI R OMN. SO AT
12 THIS TIME, WE WOULD LI KE TO RECOGNI ZE THI S FAM LY FOR

13 PROVI DI NG THAT TYPE OF HOVE FOR THESE YOUNG PECPLE SO THAT WE
14 CAN HAVE A BETTER COVMUNI TY. SO THANK YOU VERY MJCH, BOB AND
15 RITA, FOR YOUR LEADERSH P AND WE W SH YOU CONTI NUED SUCCESS. |
16  Appl ause ]

17

18  SUP. ANTONOVI CH: BOB AND RI TA PRETZEL. HOW ARE YOU?

19

20 RITA PRETZEL: WONDERFUL. IT'S QU TE AN HONOR TO BE PRESENTED
21 THI'S. THANK YOU VERY MJUCH, MR, ANTONOVI CH.

22

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: TELL THEM ABOUT SOME OF THE CHI LDREN THAT
YOU VE HAD.
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1 RITA PRETZEL: WE VE HAD ALL KINDS OF CHI LDREN. ALL RACES. MOST
2 OF THEM HAVE BEEN NEWBORN BABI ES, AND WE' VE KEPT THEM ANYWHERE
3 FROM JUST A FEW WEEKS TO SEVERAL YEARS, AND THE 16 AND 1/ 2-

4 YEAR-OLD BOY WE HAVE RI GHT NOW WE GOT HH M Rl GHT FROM THE

5 HOSPI TAL. HE WAS SI X WEEKS OLD BECAUSE HE WAS A PREM E, WHEN

6 WE GOI HM AT SI X VEEKS, HE WAS SI X POUNDS -- FOUR POUNDS, 10
7 OUNCES AND NOW HE'S OVER SI X FEET AND 171.

9 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: THANK YQU. [ Appl ause ]

10

11 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: AND NOWWE HAVE A LITTLE CORA M X, IT"S A

12 LITTLE G RL, SHE' S 8 MONTHS OLD, LITTLE LUCY, THIS IS A BIG 8
13 MONTH OLD G RL. SHE'S HAD A LOT OF BI G MACS, | THI NK. OKAY. SO
14 THI'S IS LUCY. EIGAT MONTHS OLD. SHE M GHT GET A LITTLE BIT

15 Bl GGER  ANYBODY I N THE AUDI ENCE WHO D LI KE TO ADOPT LUCY?

16  ANYBODY? THOSE AT HOVE CAN CALL THE AREA CODE 562- 728-4644, OR
17 THOSE IN THE AUDIENCE. SO THHS IS GO NG TO BE A BI G DOG

18  ANYBODY FOR LUCY?

19

20 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR | DON T LIKE Bl G DOGS. GLORIA'S NOT' HERE. |
21 DON' T KNOW WHETHER SHE HAS PRESENTATI ONS, BUT |I'LL GO ON WTH
22 MY PRESENTATION. |'D LIKE TO CALL STEVEN TREANOR FORWARD. AS
HE' S COM NG FORWARD, LET ME JUST TELL YOU A LITTLE BI T ABOUT
HM IN 1973, STEVEN TREANCR JO NED THE CALI FORNI A STATE PARK
SYSTEM AS A CADET AT THE BI G BASE | N REDWOOD STATE PARK. I N
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THE 30 YEARS THAT HAVE TRANSPI RED, HE HAS WORKED | N NUMERQUS
POSI TI ONS W TH THE PARK SYSTEM CULM NATI NG | N HI' S BECOM NG
CH EF FOR THE STATE PARK FI ELD SERVI CES FOR THE SOUTHERN
DIVISION. HE'S BEEN I NVOLVED I N PCSI TI VE WORKI NG RELATI ONSHI PS
WTH THE COUNTY FAM LY I N AREAS OF MJUTUAL CONCERN SUCH AS THE
KENNETH HAHN RECREATI ON AREA, CASTAI C LAKE, CLARSARI TA CANYON
NATURAL AREA PARK, VETERAN MEMORI AL PARK AND OTHERS. HE' S

DEDI CATED HI' S TI ME, ENERGY, AND PERSONAL COWM TMENT TO MAKI NG
STATE PARK FACI LI TI ES MORE RELEVANT TO THE LI FESTYLE AND
QUALITY OF LI FE OF CALI FORNI ANS AND TO MAKI NG PARKS MORE

| NCLUSI VE TO EVERYONE | N OUR EVER- CHANG NG VI SI TOR AND URBAN
POPULATI ON. NOW HE' S RETI RI NG FROM THE STATE PARK DEPARTMENT
AND WE MUST SAY FAREWELL, BUT | AM CERTAIN IT WLL NOT BE
GOOD- BYE, AFTER ALL THESE YEARS OF QUTSTANDI NG SERVI CE AND
DEDI CATI ON TO THE PECPLE OF CALI FORNI A, AND ESPECI ALLY TO
THOSE | N LOS ANGELES, | KNOWWE HAVE NOI' SEEN THE LAST OF H M
AT THE VERY LEAST, HE' S LEAVI NG US A VERY FI TTI NG LEGACY OF

H S WORK | N THE BEAUTI FUL PARK LANDS VWE NOW ENJOY | N THE URBAN
AREAS OF LOS ANGELES AND I N THE PLANS FOR GREAT URBAN PARK | N
THE BALDW N HI LLS AREA. STEVE, CONGRATULATI ONS ON ALL THESE
YEARS COF SERVI CE. [ Appl ause ]

STEVEN TREANOR: THI S | S A TREMENDOUS HONOR FOR SOVEONE WHO HAS
SPENT THEIR LI FE I N THE WOODS AND CAME TO THE BI G CI TY. AND
THE HONOR REALLY IS TO BE -- HAVE BEEN A PART OF THI' S
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1 COVMUNI TY AND CREATI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR FOLKS TO RECREATE AND
2 |IMPROVE THEIR QUALITY OF LIFE, AND IT'S REALLY HAS BEEN A

3 PRIVILEGE FOR ME | S TO BE A PART OF THE COUNTY' S EFFORT AND

4 RECOGNI TION OF THE NEED AND THE POVNER OF PARKS | N A COVWUNI TY,
5 AND TO SEE THAT THIS COVWUNI TY EMBRACES THI S PARTI CULAR

6 MOVEMENT SO WELCOM NGLY AND HAS EMBRACED ME AND THE STATE PARK
7 SYSTEM SO WELL. AND IN TERV6 OF THAT LEGACY THAT WE BRI NG |

8 WANTED TO SHARE THI S MOVENT W TH MY STAFF THAT WAS REALLY

9 BULT HERE IN THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS THAT IS GO NG TO

10 CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS HERE I N LOS ANGELES AND WORK
11 WTH YOU AND WORK WTH THE TWO PEOPLE | CALL THE LOS ANGELES
12 COUNTY G MEN, GALLAGHER AND GUI NEA. AND MR, GALLAGHER AND MR
13 GU NEA REALLY HAVE SET A WONDERFUL TONE HERE OF LEADERSHI P I N
14 THE PARKS AND | COMVEND THE COUNTY ON THEI R SELECTI ON TO SERVE
15  YOU HERE AND PLEDGE THROUGH MY FOLKS HERE, AND |I'M GO NG TO

16 HOLD THEM ACCOUNTABLE, PLEDGE OUR CONTI NUED ALLI ANCE AND

17 SUPPORT OF THE COUNTY EFFORTS. SO THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THI S
18 WONDERFUL HONOR

19

20 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R THANK YOU, AND WE CERTAINLY W LL BE WORKI NG
21 TOGETHER, WE HAVE TO FI GURE QUT A WAY TO GET YOU BACK | NTO

22 TH'S. [ Appl ause ]

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R THAT CONCLUDES -- DOES ANYONE ELSE HAVE ANY
OTHER PRESENTATI ONS? | F NOTI, WE'LL GO ON WTH THE SPECI ALS AND
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1 THE ADJOURNMENTS. SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH, YOU RE UP FI RST, OR
2 SHOULD WE DO THE PUBLI C HEARI NG FI RST? WE' LL DO THE PUBLI C
3 HEARI NG FI RST.

5 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: MADAM CHAIR, I F | COULD ASK ALL THOSE WHO
6 PLAN TO TESTI FY BEFORE THE BOARD, PLEASE STAND AND RAI SE YOUR
7 R GHT-HAND AND BE SWORN | N, ON ANY OF THE PUBLI C HEARI NG

8 |ITEMS. [ Adm nistering Gath ]

10 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: THANK YOU. PLEASE BE SEATED.

11

12 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. DO WE HAVE ANYONE TO -- FROM THE
13 DEPARTMENT TO, EXCUSE ME, COUNTY COUNSEL?

14

15 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: SO ON | TEM NUMBER 1, HEARI NG ON

16  ANNEXATI ON OF 15 PARCELS TO THE CONSCOLI DATED SEVER NMAI NTENANCE
17 DI STRICT WTH N THE UNI NCORPORATED TERRI TORI ES AND CI TI ES OF

18  LANCASTER, PALMDALE, PI CO RI VERA AND RANCHO PALCS VERDES. AND
19 MADAM CHAI R, WE HAVE NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS FOR THI S | TEM

20

21 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YES. THE DEPARTMENT?

22

NI CHOLAS ABUBU: MY NAME IS NI COLAS ABUBU, |I'M A SENIOR Cl VIL
ENG NEER FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WORKS. | AM FAM LI AR
W TH THESE PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE ANNEXATI ON AND LEVY OF SEVEER
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1 CATY S CHARGE FOR THE 15 PARCELS DESCRI BED | N THE BOARD LETTER
2 TO THE CONSCLI DATED SEVWER NMAI NTENANCE DI STRICT. SOVE OF THE

3 PARCELS TO BE ANNEXED LIE WTH N THE Cl TI ES OF LANCASTER,

4 PALMDALE, PI CO RI VERA AND RANCHO PALOS VERDES AND THE CONSENT
5 AND JURI SDI CTI ONS OF THOSE CI TI ES HAS BEEN OBTAI NED. | N MY

6 OPINION, ALL THE 15 PARCELS TO BE ANNEXED W LL BE BENEFI TED BY
7 THE ANNEXATI ON AND THE SERVI CES TO BE PROVI DED. I N My OPI NI ON,
8 THE CHARGES HAVE BEEN FAIRLY | MPOSED. I N THE EVENT OF NO

9 MAIORITY WRI TTEN PROTESTS, WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU APPROVE THE
10  ANNEXATI ON AND THE LEVY OF SEWER SERVI CE CHARGES FOR THESE 15
11 PARCELS.

12

13 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THERE ARE NO PROTESTS.

14

15 RICHARD WEI SS: YOUR BOARD IS FREE, THEN, TO FOLLOW THE

16 RECOVMENDATI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT.

17

18 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. IT'S MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH AND

19 SECONDED BY KNABE THAT THE HEARI NG BE CLOSED AND THAT THEY

20 REAPPROVE THE ANNEXATI ONS AS SET FORTH IN 1-D. W THOUT

21 OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

22

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: | TEM NUMBER 2, HEARI NG ON ANNEXATI ON OF
TERRI TORI ES TO COUNTY LI GHTI NG MAI NTENANCE DI STRI CTS 1687 AND
1697 AND TO COUNTY LI GHTI NG DI STRI CT LLA-1, UN NCORPCRATED AND
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CARSON ZONES ONE AND TWO AND TO LEVY AND COLLECT ASSESSMENTS

-

2 WTH N THE ANNEXED TERRI TORI ES FOR STREET LI GHTI NG PURPCSES.
3 AND VWE HAVE NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS, MADAM CHAI R

5 BALMAN HAJI ALI AKBAR: MY NAME | S BALMAN HAJI ALI AKBAR AND |'M A
6 SENIOR ClVIL ENG NEER FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WORKS, AND
7 I"MFAM LIAR WTH TH S PROCEEDI NG FOR THE ANNEXATI ON OF

8 TERRITORY TO LI GHTI NG MAI NTENANCE DI STRI CT 1687 AND 1697 AND
9 TO COUNTY LIGHTI NG DI STRICT LLA-1 AND THE LEVY AND COLLECTI ON
10 OF ASSESSMENTS W TH RESPECT TO THE PETI TI ON AREAS | DENTI FI ED
11 IN THE BOARD LETTER. I N MY OPI NION, ALL OF THE AREAS COVERED
12 BY THESE PETI TI ONS W LL BE BENEFI TED BY THE ANNEXATI ON AND THE
13 SERVI CE TO BE PROVI DED AND THE PROPOSED ASSESSMENT HAVE BEEN
14  SPREAD | N PROPORTI ON TO BENEFI T. THE CONSENT AND JURI SDI CTI ON
15 OF CITY OF CARSON HAS BEEN OBTAI NED FOR THE PETI TI ON AREAS

16 THAT LIE WTH N THE CI TY' S BOUNDARY. I N THE EVENT THAT THERE
17 ARE NO MAJORI TY PROTESTS I N ANY OF THE PETI TI ON AREAS, WE ARE
18 RECOVMENDI NG THAT YOUR BOARD ADOPT THE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO

19  ANNEX AND LEVY THE PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS.

20

21  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. COUNTY COUNSEL?

22

Rl CHARD WEI SS: MADAM CHAIR, | T WOULD BE APPROPRI ATE TO RECEI VE
ANY ORAL TESTI MONY AT THI'S TI ME AND THEN TO TABLE THE MATTER
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1 SO THAT THE CLERK OF THE BOARD CAN TABULATE BALLOTS ' TIL LATER
2 | N THE MEETI NG

4 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR | MOVE WE CLOSE THE HEARI NG TABLE THE | TEM
5 UNTIL LATER IN THE MEETI NG FOR THE TABULATI ON RESULTS BY THE

6 EXECUTI VE OFFI CER AND DECI SI ON BY THE BOARD. SECONDED BY

7 SUPERVI SOR MOLI NA.

9 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: | TEM NUMBER 3, HEARI NG ON ANNEXATI ON OF
10 SUBDI VI SI ON TERRI TORI ES TO COUNTY LI GHTI NG MAI NTENANCE

11 DI STRICT 1687 AND COUNTY LI GHTI NG DI STRI CT LLA-1,

12 UNI NCORPORATED ZONE 1, 4, AND 5 AND TO LEVY AND COLLECT

13 ASSESSMENTS W THI N ANNEXED SUBDI VI SI ON TERRI TORI ES FOR STREET
14 LI GHTI NG PURPOSES. AND VWVE HAVE NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS, MADAM

15 CHAI R

16

17 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R COUNTY COUNSEL?

18

19 RICHARD WEISS: A BRI EF -- A STAFF PRESENTATI ON AGAI N MADAM

20 CHAIR

21

22 BALMAN HAJI ALI AKBAR: MY NAME | S BALMAN HAJI ALI AKBAR AND |'M A
SENIOR Cl VIL ENG NEER FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WORKS. |'M
FAM LI AR WTH THI S PROCEEDI NG FOR THE ANNEXATI ON OF

SUBDI VI SI ON PROJECTS AREAS TO LI GHTI NG MAI NTENANCE DI STRI CT
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1 1687 AND COUNTY LI GHTI NG DI STRI CT LLA-1 AND FOR THE LEVY AND
2 COLLECTI ON OF ASSESSMENTS W THI N THESE SUBDI VI SI ON AREAS. NONE
3 OF THE I NVOLVED AREAS LI E WTH N THE BOUNDARI ES OF ANY CITY.

4 |IN My OPINION, THE | DENTI FI ED AREAS W LL BE BENEFI TED BY THE

5 ANNEXATI ON AND THE SERVI CE TO BE PROVI DED AND THE PROPOSED

6 ASSESSMENTS HAVE BEEN SPREAD | N PROPORTI ON TO BENEFIT. I N THE
7 EVENT THAT THERE ARE NO MAJORI TY PROTESTS | N THESE AREAS, WE

8 ARE RECOVWMENDI NG THAT YOUR BOARD ADCPT THE RECOVMENDATI ONS TO
9 ANNEX AND LEVY THE PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS.

10

11 RICHARD WEI SS: AGAIN, MADAM CHAI R, | WOULD RECEI VE ANY ORAL

12 TESTI MONY AND THEN WE' D RECOMMEND THAT YOU TABLE THE MATTER

13 UNTIL LATER I N THE MEETI NG SO THE BALLOTS CAN BE TABULATED.

14

15 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR | MOVE THAT WE CLCSE THE HEARI NG, TABLE THE
16 | TEM UNTIL LATER I'N THE MEETI NG FOR THE TABULATI ON RESULTS BY
17 THE EXECUTI VE OFFI CER AND DECI SI ON BY THE BOARD. SECONDED BY
18 SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH. AND W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

19

20 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: | TEM NUMBER 4, HEARI NG ON THE CONVEYANCE
21  OF PROPERTY FROM THE COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT COWM SSI ON TO MUKAI
22 MARAVI LLA, LLC, AN AMOUNT OF $277,000 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
COMVERCI AL CENTER I'N THE MARAVI LLA COMVUNI TY REDEVELOPMENT
PRQIECT AREA. AND MADAM CHAI R, WE HAVE NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS ON
THI'S I TEM AND | T WOULD ALSO BE APPROPRI ATE TO TAKE UP 1-D.
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2 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR |IT S MOVED BY -- DO WE HAVE THE REPORT FROM
3 THE DEPARTMENT? THAT' S NOT NECESSARY? THEN I T'S MOVED BY

4  SUPERVI SOR MOLI NA THAT ITEM I -D AND 4 THAT THE HEARI NG BE

5 CLOSED. |IT'S SECONDED BY SUPERVI SOR KNABE, AND W THOUT

6 OBJECTION IT'S APPROVED, | TEM 1-D AND 4.

8 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: | TEM NUMBER 5, HEARI NG ON THE PURCHASE OF
9 REAL PROPERTY FROM THE CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
10 LOCATED I N WRI GHTWOOD | N THE AMOUNT OF $520, 000, AND WE HAVE
11 NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS MADAM CHAI R

12

13 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT, IS IT APPROPRI ATE FOR THE

14 DEPARTMENT TO TESTIFY ON THI S? ALL RIGHT, IF NOT, THEN IT'S

15  MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH THAT THE HEARI NG BE CLOSED AND THE | TEM BE
16 APPROVED. SECONDED BY YARCSLAVSKY, W THOUT OBJECTI QN, SO

17 ORDERED.

18

19 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: ON | TEM NUMBER 6, MADAM CHAI R, THAT' S

20 BEEN CONTI NUED TO MARCH 25t h, 2003. SO ON | TEM NUMBER 7,

21  COMBI NED HEARI NG ON ZONE CHANGE AND CONDI TI ONAL USE PERM T,

22 CASE NUMBER 001195 TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN Al RPORT
SHUTTLE SERVI CE LOCATED | N THE PALMDALE ZONE DI STRICT TO THE -
- TO LOS ANGELES | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT PETI TI ONED BY THOVAS L.
M LLER. WE HAVE NO WRI TTEN PROFI TS, MADAM CHAI R
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS -- ARE THOSE WRI TTEN
PROTESTS? THERE ARE TWO PEOPLE WHO HAVE | NDI CATED THEY' RE | N
FAVOR. WE' LL RECOGNI ZE THEM RCD BRUCE AND THOVAS M LLER
THERE ARE NO PROTESTS. DO YOU FEEL | T NECESSARY TO TESTI FY?
ALL RIGHT. IF NOT, IT'S MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH, SECONDED BY
KNABE. AND W THOUT OBJECTION, I TEM 7 | S APPROVED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: | TEM NUMBER 8, COVBI NED HEARI NG ON LOCAL
PLAN AMENDMENT ZONE CHANGE AND CONDI TI ONAL USE PERM T CASE
NUMBER 0010721 TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEMOLI TI ON OF AN EXI STING M NI
MART AND SERVI CE STATI ON W TH A MECHANI C LUBE BUI LDI NG, AND
AUTHORI ZE CONSTRUCTI ON OF A NEWM NI MART AND SERVI CE STATI ON
BUI LDI NG W TH TWO NEW FUELI NG PUMPS AND CANCPY AND AN
UNDERGROUND GASOLI NE STORAGE TANK LOCATED I N THE EAST SI DE
UNIT NUMBER ONE ZONE DI STRI CT, PETI TI ONED BY AHVAD- KASEEM
ELSAGH R AND HADI YA LAHHAM WE HAVE NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS MADAM
CHAI R

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS, IT'S MOVED BY
YAROSLAVSKY, SECONDED BY ANTONOVICH, | DON T SEE SUPERVI SOR
MCOLI NA. W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: | TEM NUMBER 9, HEARI NG ON ZONE CHANGE
CASE NUMBER 00262 TO PROH BI T CONSTRUCTI ON CF Bl LLBOARDS | N
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THE BEL AlR AND W ESSEBURN COWMUNI TI ES, LOCATED I N THE

SOQUTHWEST ZONE DI STRI CT, PETI TI ONED BY THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS. AND WE HAVE NO WRI TTEN PROTESTS, MADAM
CHAI R

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WE HAVE AN AMENDMENT. THIS IS A MOTI ON. ALL
R GAT. WE MOVE THAT THE HEARI NG BE CLOSED AND THAT THE | TEM BE
APPROVED AND THAT THE NEGATI VE DECLARATI ON PREPARED FOR THE
PROPOSAL | NDI CATE OUR | NTENT TO APPROVE ZONE CHANGE NUMBER
0026 I N THE SECOND DI STRI CT AND | NSTRUCT COUNTY COUNSEL TO
PREPARE THE FI NAL ZONE CHANGE ORDI NANCE FOR OUR ADOPTI ON. AND
SECONDED BY KNABE. W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED. DOES THAT
CONCLUDE THE PUBLI C HEARI NGS?

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: YES, MADAM CHAI R

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R THEN SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH, WE' LL ASK YQU
FOR YOUR ADJOURNVENTS.

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: | WOULD LI KE TO MOVE WHEN VWE ADJOURN TQODAY,
VE ADJOURN | N MEMORY OF W LLI AM HENRY DOHENY, WHO LEAVES
BEHIND HHS WFE OF 56 YEARS AND THREE CHI LDREN AND THREE
GRANDCHI LDREN, WHO | S QUI TE A BUI LDER OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY TO
VWHAT WE ARE TODAY. TO GRACE M DCELY KI RKNESS, WHO WAS THE
PASSENGER ON THE METRCLI NK THAT COLLI DED W TH A TRUCK EARLI ER
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1 TH'S MONTH I N BURBANK, WHO PASSED AVWAY FROM THCSE | NJURI ES.
2 JOANN STELLA LACERA, WHO I S THE MOTHER OF MY -- ONE OF MY
3 OFFI CE SECRETARI ES, DEBORAH RODARTE, WHO PASSED AWAY AT THE

4 ACE OF 70 ON JANUARY 22nd. ROBERT ROCKWELL, BEST KNOMWN FOR

5 PLAYI NG THE Bl OLOGY TEACHER W TH OUR EVE ARDNER, OUR M SS

6 BROOKS, WHO PASSED AVWAY AT THE AGE OF 82. DON STANLEY, VWHO WAS
7 THE VO CE OF NBC RADI O FOR 46 YEARS. HE PASSED AVWAY AT THE AGE
8 OF 85. MARGUERI TE BOND, A LONG TI ME VALLEY RESI DENT WHO PASSED
9 AVWAY ON JANUARY 4th AT THE AGE OF 82. SHE WAS A VOLUNTEER AT
10 SACRED HEART CHURCH MOTHER S GUI LD AND AT THE ANTELOPE VALLEY
11 HOSPI TAL. ROBERT WALKER, DR ROBERT WALKER, WHO WAS A

12 PSYCH ATRI ST FOR 45 YEARS FOR THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY MENTAL

13 HEALTH AND SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT AT THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY

14 JAIL. SO I MOVE THAT WE ADJOURN I N THEI R MEMORI ES.

15

16 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR SO ORDERED. BEFORE YOU GO QON, COUNTY

17 COUNSEL HAS ADVI SED, EVEN THOUGH WE' RE CONTI NUI NG | TEM 6, ONE
18  PERSON HAD ASKED TO SPEAK AND DCES NOT WANT TO COME BACK ON - -
19 THEY DO NOT WANT TO COVE BACK ON THE CONTI NUANCE DATE, SO WE
20 WLL RECOGNI ZE THEM FOR THREE M NUTES. AND TWO OTHER PEOPLE

21 HAVE SIGNED UP ON THE DELAY. ALL RI GHT. THE FI RST PERSON, DEAN
22 FRANCAO S, AND THEN WE' LL CALL LYNN PLAMBECK AND EVANGELI NE
SHAW WOULD ALL THREE COMVE FORWARD? AND WE' LL RECOCGNI ZE EACH
ONE OF YOU FOR THREE M NUTES. |S LYNN PLAMBECK HERE?

EVANGELI NE SHAW AND DEAN FRANCO S. |'LL CALL THEM ONE MORE
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1 TIME. WOULD YOU PLEASE COVE FORWARD? LYNN PLAMBECK -- WOULD
2 YOU RAI SE YOUR HAND | F YOU RE HERE? EVANGELI NE SHAW WOULD YQU
3 RAISE YOUR HAND | F YOU RE PRESENT? DEAN FRANCO S, RAI SE YOUR

4 HAND | F YOU RE PRESENT.

6 DEAN FRANCO S: |'M RI GHT HERE, MADAM CHAI R

8 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR OKAY. WE LL RECOGNI ZE YOU.

10 DEAN FRANCO S: THANK YOQU VERY MJUCH. THERE SEEMS TO BE A LI TTLE
11 BIT OF M X-UP. THE OTHER REASON THE OTHER TWO PEOPLE AREN T
12 EVEN HERE | S BECAUSE WE WERE TOLD BY THE CLERK OF THE COURT
13 THAT WE COULD NOT SPEAK ON THI S | TEM BECAUSE THERE WAS A

14 DECI SI ON THAT THE | TEM WAS NOT BEI NG HELD.

15

16 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR | T WAS BEI NG CONTI NUED.

17

18  DEAN FRANCO S: THE HEARI NG | S BEI NG CONTI NUED UNTI L MARCH.

19 HOWEVER, THE PUBLIC HAS A RI GHT TO SPEAK ON ANY ACTI ON ON THE
20 BOARD --

21

22 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YOU HAVE THREE M NUTES.
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1  DEAN FRANCO S: RI GHT, AND THAT | NVOLVES THE ACTI ON OF WHETHER
2 ANITEMIS HELD OR NOT. SO I'M GLAD THAT CLARI FI CATI ON HAS
3 BEEN MADE.

5 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR AND YOUR TI ME | S STARTI NG

7 DEAN FRANCO S: SURE. | CAME UP HERE PRETTY MJUCH UNPREPARED TO
8 TRY TO ARTI CULATE EXACTLY WHAT | WANTED TO EXPLAI N TODAY, BUT
9 AS YOU KNOW MANY OF US ARE STILL CONCERNED ABOUT THE STATUS
10 OF OLD GLORY, THE 400- YEAR-OLD OAK TREE THAT SITS IN THE

11 CENTER OF PROPCSED PI CO CANYON ROAD, THI S |I'S DI RECTLY AFFECTED
12 BY THE NEWHALL PRQIECT VWHI CH W LL BE PASSED, AND SINCE IT'S

13 BEI NG DELAYED, WE SEE EVERY REASON IN THE WORLD THAT WE OUGHT
14 TO DELAY FURTHER WHAT' S GO NG TO HAPPEN TO OUR 400- YEAR- OLD

15 OAK TREE, A POTENTI AL HI STORI C LANDMARK THAT SI'TS RIGHT I N THE
16 WAY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF PI CO CANYON ROAD. NOW | KNOW WE' VE
17 BEEN HERE BEFORE, MADAM CHAI R, AND YQU STATED WHY DON' T YOU GO
18 TO COURT, WHY DON' T YOU TRY COURT ACTION, 'CAUSE THERE REALLY
19 SN T ANYTH NG THE SUPERVI SORS CAN DO AS FAR AS AN ACTI ON OF

20 PUTTING ON THE AGENDA OR SOVETHI NG, BUT | MJST TELL YOU THAT
21 WE JUST DON' T HAVE THE LEGAL SUPPORT TO BE ABLE TO DO THAT AND
22  WE' RE APPEALI NG TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS ' CAUSE WE BELI EVE
THAT THE COUNTY IS IN VI OLATION OF THE CALI FORNI A

ENVI RONVENTAL QUALI TY ACT AND THE ACT PARTI CULARLY EXPLAI NS
THAT A COVPLETE ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT REVI EW REPORT MJUST BE
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COMPLETED, A COVPLETE E. 1. R MJST BE CONDUCTED BEFORE ANY
ADVERSE ACTION IS DONE TO A POTENTI AL HI STORI C LANDVARK, AND
TH'S TREE IS CLEARLY A POTENTI AL HI STORI C LANDVARK. | WANT TO
MAKE THAT QUI TE CLEAR, AND | HAVE I N FRONT OF YOU A COPY OF
THE PORTI ONS OF THE CALI FORNI A ENVI RONMENTAL QUALITY ACT AS I T
PERTAINS TO TH'S, AND | WOULD LI KE MADAM CHAI RVAN THAT YQU
COULD MAKE THI S PART OF THE RECORD AND | HAVE IT FOR YOU TO
TAKE, AND |'D REALLY APPRECI ATE, MADAM CHAI RVAN, | F WE COULD
HAVE SOVE COUNSEL OPI NI ON ON WHETHER THE COUNTY HAS COWMPLI ED
W TH THE CALI FORNI A ENVI RONMENTAL QUALITY ACT. THIS IS SO

| MPORTANT. WE BELI EVE THERE IS A CLEAR VI OLATI ON OF THAT ACT
BECAUSE A COVPLETE ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT REVI EW STUDY HAS NOT
BEEN DONE ON THE REMOVAL OF THE 400- YEAR- OLD QAK TREE, OLD
GLORY.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WELL THERE WLL BE A -- THERE WLL BE A,

TH' 'S RELATES TO THE AREA BETWEEN MAG C MOUNTAI N AND -- WHAT | S
TH'S CROSS STREET? BUT ANYWAY, THERE W LL BE A REPORT ON THAT
BY THE COUNTY COUNSEL AT THE TI ME ON MARCH WHEN WE HAVE THAT
HEARI NG THANK YOU VERY MJCH.

DEAN FRANCO S: AND WE' LL BE ABLE TO REVI EW OLD GLORY AT THAT
TI ME?
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1  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR NO WE WLL BE REVIEW NG THE | TEM YOU RE
2 SPEAKI NG ON, THERE WLL BE A STATEMENT FROM THE COUNTY COUNSEL
3 ON WHETHER I T' S APPROPRI ATE FOR US TO VOTE ON THAT MATTER AND
4 | T RELATES SPECI FI CALLY TO THE | TEM YOU RE VOTI NG ON.

6 DEAN FRANCO S: BUT CAN WE CGET ANY OPI NI ON AT ALL AS TO WHETHER
7 WE' RE | N COVPLI ANCE W TH SEQUA BECAUSE?

9 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THE COURT HAS A RIGHT TO DI RECT US TO DO

10  ANYTHI NG WE HAVE ALREADY VOTED ON THAT, BUT THE COURT CAN

11 CHANGE MANY RI GHTS OF OTHER PEOPLE W LL BE AFFECTED, OLD

12 GORY'S RIGHTS, BUT THE RI GHTS OF OTHER PEOPLE ALSO WHO HAVE
13 VESTED PROPERTY | NTERESTS, SO THE ONLY WAY WE CAN DI SCUSS THAT
14 IS IF THE COURT DI RECTS US TO WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR | NTEREST
15  AND WE UNDERSTAND YOUR COMM TMENT, BUT WE HAVE A LOT OF THI NGS
16 WE HAVE TO MOVE FORWARD W TH.

17

18  DEAN FRANCO S: THANK YOU VERY MJCH FOR ALLOW NG ME TO BE

19 HEARD. IT'S A SHAVE THE OTHER TWO PEOPLE WERE TOLD THAT THEY
20 COULD NOT SPEAK AND THEY LEFT. THANK YOU VERY MJCH.

21

22 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THEY CAN SPEAK ON THE 24t h.

23
24 DEAN FRANCO S: OKAY.

25
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1 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT, 25th |I'M SORRY. ALL RI GHT,
2 SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH, WOULD YOU GO ON W TH YOUR MOTI ONS?

4  SUP. ANTONOVI CH: FOR NEXT WEEK, | WOULD LI KE TO MOVE THE

5 FOLLOW NG MOTI ON. ON JANUARY 25th, A 15 MONTH COLD CHI LD WAS

6 FOUND I N THE WATER UNCONSCI QUS AT BERNALLY PARK. FORTUNATELY
7 THE YOUNG BOY SURVI VED BUT IS LI STED I N CRI TI CAL CONDI TI ON.

8 | T'S BEEN REPORTED THAT WHI LE THE L. A. COUNTY FI RE DEPARTMENT
9 RESPONDED TO THE SCENE, THE LAKE LI FEGUARDS WERE NOT NOTI FI ED
10 OF THE INCIDENT. IT' S | MPERATI VE THAT ALL OF THE PUBLI C SAFETY
11 AGENCI ES THAT SERVE OUR PARKS MAI NTAI N OPEN LI NES OF

12 COVMUNI CATI ON, ENSURI NG EFFECTI VE AND EFFI CI ENT COVMUNI CATI ON
13 TO PROTECT THOSE WHO USE THE FACI LITY. SO |'D MOVE THAT THE
14 BOARD DI RECT THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND REC AND THE L. A

15 COUNTY FI RE TO I NVESTI GATE AND REPORT BACK I N 45 DAYS WTH

16 | NFORVATI ON ON HOW WE CAN DEVELOP A PROTOCOL TO | MPROVE THE
17 COVMUNI CATI ON BETWEEN PUBLI C SAFETY AGENCI ES THAT SERVE THE
18  PARK.

19

20 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH, SECONDED BY KNABE.

21 W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED.

22

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: AND THEN ON -- | SSUE ON VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAX,
SOMVEHOW THERE WAS A M SCOVMUNI CATI ON THAT' S BEEN REPORTED ON
THE RADI O AND TELEVI SI ON THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS HAVE
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1 SUPPORTED THE TAX AND I N DI SCUSSI NG THFS WTH MR JANSSEN
2 YESTERDAY, | SUGGESTED I CLARI FY THE | SSUE. AT NO TI ME HAS THE
3 BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS VOTED TO RESTORE THE VEHI CLE LI CENSI NG

4 FEE TAX, WHAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS' ACTI ONS HAS BEEN I S

5 ASKI NG THE STATE TO ABIDE BY I TS COW TMENT THAT THOSE FUNDS

6 WOULD BE FULLY PROTECTED AND ALL CI TI ES AND COUNTI ES WOULD

7 RETAIN THOSE REVENUES AS COW TTED BY THE STATE WHEN THEY MADE
8 THE CHANGES IN THE LEG SLATI ON A COUPLE YEARS AGO, WAS NOT

9 ASKING FOR A TAX | NCREASE TO REPLACE THOSE REVENUES, BUT TO

10 USE EXI STI NG FUNDS TO MAKE UP FOR THAT DEFICIT. AND THEN ON

11 ANOTHER I SSUE THI'S MORNI NG ON THE - -

12

13 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR COULD THE C.A. O --

14

15  JANSSEN: ALL RIGHT WE CAN T, SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH, I T WAS WY
16  UNDERSTANDI NG THAT YOU WERE GO NG TO CLARI FY THAT YQU DI D NOT
17 SUPPORT THE REI NSTATEMENT OF THE FEE BUT THE BOARD ACTI ON, THE
18 SECOND PART OF THE BOARD ACTI ON SUPPORTED - -

19

20 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: WAS SPECI FI CALLY STATED THAT WE DI D NOT - -

21

22 JANSSEN: SUPPORTED 4- X | N CLARI FYI NG WHO | S RESPONSI BLE FOR
PULLI NG THE TRI GGER THAT WOULD LEAD TO. SO THE BOARD HAS TAKEN
A PCSI TI ON ON 4- X
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1 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: THE BOARD HAS TAKEN A POSI TI ON THAT THE
2 VEH CLE LICENSE FEE IS TO REMAIN VHOLE. THE BOARD DI D NOT TAKE
3 THE POSITION, I'T WAS NOT' PRESENTED TO THE BOARD THAT ANY

4  SUPPORT RETAI NI NG A WVHOLENESS OF THE TAX OR OF THE FEE WOULD

5 | NCREASE THOSE FEES BY ACTI ONS OF ANY LEGQ SLATI ON. WE W\ERE

6 TOLD SPECI FI CALLY, AND I F YOU CAN GO BACK ON THE AGENDA, THAT
7 WE WERE TALKI NG ABOUT NOT BREAKI NG THE COW TMENT THAT THE

8 STATE OF CALI FORNI A HAD MADE WHEN THAT REFORM WAS ADOPTED TWO
9 TO THREE YEARS AGO.

10

11 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH, | THI NK I UNDERSTAND
12 WHAT YOU RE SAYING |S THAT WE WANT TO ABI DE BY WHAT WAS THE
13 COW TMENT BEFORE,

14

15 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: YES.

16

17 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WH CH WAS EI THER TO RESTORE V. L.F. OR TO

18 MAI NTAIN THE BACKFI LL. BUT WE WLL GET, FOR ANYONE WHO S

19 | NTERESTED, A COPY OF WHAT WE ACTUALLY VOTED ON FOR THEM TO

20 LOOK AT, BUT THAT'S BASI CALLY WHAT WE AGREED, THAT WE WANTED -
21 - WE WANT THE REVENUES FROM V. L. F. AS THEY EXI STED PRICR TO

22  THE ROLL BACK.

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: YES, YES, THAT'S TRUE. ALL RIGHT, THEN TH' S
MORNI NG ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE DAILY NEWS, WAS A VERY

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
29




January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 SHOCKI NG STORY WH CH FOLLOWED UP ON A STORY OF LAST WEEK, AND
2 TH S WAS A COWANY THAT THE METROPOLI TAN TRANSI T AUTHORI TY

3 SUED IN COURT FOR FRAUD, BASI CALLY, AND WAS AWARDED A 60-

4 M LLI ONDOLLAR JUDGVENT AND THAT WAS AGAI NST TUDOR- SALI BA, AND
5 HERE WE FIND THAT THIS L. A UNI FI ED SCHOOL DI STRICT IS NOW

6 GO NG TO BE AWARDI NG THI S COVPANY A 36-M LLI ON- DOLLAR CONTRACT
7 AND VE FOUND OQUT LAST WEEK THAT THE CI TY OF LOS ANGELES GAVE

8 THEM NEARLY A 34-M LLI ON- DOLLAR CONTRACT TO BUI LD A VAN NUYS

9 TRANSIT TERM NAL. BUT ACCORDI NG TO THE SUPERI OR COURT JUDGE

10 AND THE RULI NG AGAI NST THI S COVPANY FOR THE FRAUD THAT WAS

11 COW TTED I N THE METROPCLI TAN TRANSI T AUTHORI TY SUBWAY

12 PROJECT, JUDGE KALEN STATED SPECI FI CALLY, AND | QUOTE, THAT

13 THEY "I NTENTI ONALLY CONCEALED, W THHELD, DESTROYED RECORDS AND
14  DOCUMENTS RELEVANT AND CRUCI AL TO THE TRI AL", AND THAT CASE | S
15  NOW BEI NG APPEALED, BUT |IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WTH THE CI TY OF
16 LOS ANGELES AND THE L. A. UNI FI ED DI STRI CT ARE REALLY ON A

17 SLI PPERY SLOPE WHEN THEY AWARD THESE MULTI -M LLI ON- DOLLAR

18  CONTRACTS TO A COVPANY THAT HAS HAD A RECORD OF COST OVERRUNS
19 AND SHADY BUSI NESS DEALINGS IN THE PAST. SO THAT'S THE ONLY

20 | SSUES | HAVE TODAY, MADAM CHAI R

21

22 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. I MOVE THAT WHEN WE ADJOURN
TODAY, WE ADJOURN I N MEMORY OF NELL CARTER, THE

ACTRESS/ SI NGER, WHO PASSED AVWAY AT AGE 54, THE STAR OF THE
1980 SITCOM "G VE ME A BREAK" AND RECEI VED A TONY I N 1978 FOR
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1 THE BROADWAY MJSI CAL "AIN T M SBEHAVI NG " SHE' S SURVI VED BY
2 HER DAUGHTER, TRACEY, AND TWO ADOPTED 13 YEAR OLD SONS, JOSHUA
3 AND DANI EL. AND LUCI NDA VELCH, A LONG Tl ME RESI DENT OF THE

4 SECOND DI STRI CT.

6 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: ALSO, SHE PARTI Cl PATED I N MANY PROGRAMS HERE
7 AT THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SCRS - -

9 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YES SHE D D.

10

11 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: AS M STRESS OF CEREMONI ES AND ALSO BEI NG

12 AWARDED DI FFERENT PROCLAMATI ONS, SO |' D SUGGEST ALL BOARD

13 MEMBERS BE ON THAT.

14

15 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL MEMBERS.

16

17 SUP. KNABE: YEAH |I'LL JUST ADD THAT |I'M ON THE BOARD OF THE
18 | NTERNATI ONAL CI TY THEATRE | N LONG BEACH, AND SHE WAS TO OPEN
19 A WEEK FROM FRI DAY NI GHT STARRI NG | N THE BROADWAY SHOW

20 "RAISIN " AND SHE WAS AT -- ACTUALLY AT REHEARSAL THE DAY SHE
21 PASSED AVWAY. SO SHE' LL BE M SSED.

22

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR SO ALL MEMBERS. SO ORDERED. | HAVE THREE
| TEMS | WOULD LI KE TO | NTRODUCE AND THEN |'LL CALL UP | TEM
NUMBER 9. THE L. A. UN FI ED SCHOOL DI STRI CT, TYPI CALLY THESE

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
31




The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

DI STRI CTS THAT HAVE LARCER | NNER CI TY DI STRI CTS THAT SERVE
LOVNER | NCOVE PEOPLE, THEY HAVE SUCH NEED FOR FUNDI NG AB 31
RUNNER WLL -- TH S LEG SLATI ON W LL REDUCE FUNDI NG TO SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS THAT HAVE A H GHER NUMBER OF EXCUSED ABSENCES. SO
FOR NEXT WEEK, 1'M PUTTI NG ON THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
OPPOSE AB 31 RUNNER AND DI RECT THE EXECUTI VE OFFI CER TO SEND A
LETTER COVMUNI CATI NG SUCH OPPOSI TION TO THE GOVERNOR. THIS IS
FOR NEXT WEEK. ALSO FOR NEXT WEEK, THAT WE -- WE' VE REVI EWED
THE PROPOCSAL TO ADD THE BI LLBOARD EXCLUS -- ADDENDUM TO

| DENTI FY ZONES I N THE SOUTHWEST ZONE DI STRI CT. THE PROPOSAL
WAS | NI TI ATED BY OUR OFFI CE TO ADDRESS COVPLAI NTS BY BEL AIR
AND W SEBURN RESI DENTS REGARDI NG THEI R CONCERNS OVER THE

PROLI FERATI ON OF BI LLBOARDS | N THESE COMMUNI TI ES. A FAVORABLE
RECOMVENDATI ON WAS MADE BY THE REG ONAL PLANNI NG COWM SSI ON.
AND | WOULD PUT ON FOR -- "M SORRY. THIS IS ON ITEM 9. |

Pl CKED UP THE WRONG THI NG FOR NEXT VEEK, | WANT TO ADDRESS
THE | SSUE I N TERMS OF THE GANG VI OLENCE | SSUE AND TO DI RECT
THE LCS ANGELES COUNTY | NTERAGENCY GANG TASK FORCE, A

SUBCOW TTEE OF THE COUNTYW DE CRI M NAL JUSTI CE COCRDI NATI NG
COMM TTEE TO DEVELOP A REPORTI NG MODEL TO FOCUS ON ACCURATE,
CONSI STENT STATI STI CS OF ALL GANG RELATED CRI MES AND TO HI GHLY
ENCOURAGE ALL JURI SDI CTI ONS W THI N THE COUNTY TO PARTI ClI PATE.

| KNOWWE ALL READ THE ARTICLE IN THE LOS ANGELES Tl MES THAT
SAI D THERE WAS NO STANDARDI ZED REPORTI NG | BELI EVE I N THE
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, WE GET VERY DETAI LED REPORTI NG WE GET
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1 REPORTI NG OF EVERY | NCl DENT OF WHERE THERE' S A GANG DEATH W TH
2 | DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE | DENTI FI ED GANG THAT THEY BELI EVE

3 I NVOLVED AND THE PEOPLE WHO ARE THE VI CTI M5 AND ALSO A NAP,

4 BUT APPARENTLY THI S IS NOT DONE ACROSS THE COUNTY, AND SO WE

5 WOULD ASK THAT THERE BE SOVE KI ND OF BETTER STATI STICS. TH S

6 WLL BE ON FOR NEXT WEEK. AND FI NALLY, E.MS. IS A LI FE SAVI NG
7 SERVICE THAT IS H GHLY SPECI ALI ZED, COWPLEX, AND VERY

8 | MPORTANT TO THE PUBLIC. AND THIS I S OF COURSE THE STATE

9 EMERCENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CES. THE STATE EMS. AUTHORITY | S

10 CHARGED W TH COORDI NATI NG A COWPLI CATED SYSTEM OF EMERGENCY

11 AND DI SASTER- RELATED MEDI CAL CARE THROUGHOUT THE STATE. AND

12 PRIOR TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE E.M S. AUTHORI TY, EMERGENCY

13 MEDI CAL SERVI CE DELI VERY LACKED CONSI STENCY, STABILITY, AND

14  EFFECTI VE OVERSI GHT. FOR NEXT WEEK, | WLL BE MOVI NG THAT THE
15 BOARD SUPPORT THE RETENTI ON OF THE STATE EEM S. AUTHORI TY AS A
16 SEPARATE STATE DEPARTMENT AND | NSTRUCT THE EXECUTI VE OFFI CER
17 SEND A 5- SI GNATURE LETTER TO CONVEY THI S POSI TION TO THE

18  GOVERNOR, THE ASSEMBLY SPEAKER, THE SENATE PRESI DENT PRO TEM
19 AND THE M NORI TY LEADER OF BOTH HOUSES. THAT'S FOR NEXT WEEK
20 BUT NOWI'D LIKE TO CALL UP I TEM NUMBER 9. |'LL CALL 10 FI RST,
21 NOW IS IT 10 THAT' S AT THE BI LLBOARD?

22

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: NINE IS THE BI LLBOARD. NINE IS THE Bl LLBOARD.
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1 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR NINE IS THE BI LLBOARD. WAS | T PASSED
2 ALREADY? ALL RIGHT. I'M GO NG TO -- ALL RIGHT, ITEM 13, WE LL
3 CALL UP. DI D ANYONE ASK TO SPEAK ON 13? WE HAVE A NUMBER OF

4 PEOPLE WHO HAVE ASKED TO SPEAK ON 13. VWHAT HAPPENED ON 10?7 WAS
5 THAT -- |IT WAS HELD, AND SO THE MOTI ON SHOULD HAVE BEEN ON 10
6 THAT | SAID FOR NEXT WEEK. ALL RIGHT. THAT'S RIGHT. | BETTER

7 GO BACK. |'LL GO BACK TO 10. AND THEN WE' LL CALL THE PECPLE ON
8 13. ON 10, SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH, | BELI EVE THAT' S YOUR

9 MOTION. AND THEN | HAD AN AMENDMENT. OKAY. SUPERVI SOR

10  ANTONOVI CH, ON | TEM NUMBER 10, |'LL CALL I'T UP THEN.

11

12 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: OKAY, ON | TEM NUMBER 10, WHAT WE HAVE IS TH' S
13 LEG SLATI ON PROVI DES $203 M LLION I N THE FI SCAL YEAR TO

14 EQUALI ZE PER PUPI L FUNDI NG BECAUSE WE FI ND THAT THERE ARE

15 MANY SMALLER SCHOOL DI STRI CTS FROM COVPTON TO PASADENA, TO

16 ANTELOPE VALLEY, LYNWOOD, THROUGHOUT THI S COUNTY WHO ARE NOT
17 ABLE TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THESE FUNDS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE FOR

18 DI STRI CTS THAT HAVE LOW I NCOVE STUDENTS. SO WHAT WE' RE TRYI NG
19 TO DO IS NOI' TO TAKE MONEY AWAY FROM THE COUNTI ES, BUT THE

20 FUNDS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE THAT W LL BE DI STRI BUTED BY THE

21 STATE, THAT THEY BE DI STRI BUTED TO THOSE DI STRI CTS THAT HAVE
22 THE POORER STUDENTS TO MAKE UP FOR THEI R ADDI TI ONAL

EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS THAT W LL BE USED FOR THEM SO THI S

APPLI ES TO ALL DI STRI CTS BECAUSE ALL DI STRI CTS HAVE THOSE
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1 STUDENTS WHO COVE FROM POOR FAM LI ES AND BACKGROUNDS. THAT' S
2 THE | NTENT OF THAT LEQ SLATI ON.

4 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R AND SUPERVI SOR KNABE, AND THEN | WLL
5 | NTRODUCE MY SUBSTI TUTE - -

7 SUP. KNABE: | HAVE NO PROBLEM W TH THE | NTENT OF THE
8 LEG SLATION AND HONW I T DI RECTS I TS FUNDI NG FORMULAS. | SUPPCRT
9 THAT PORTION OF IT. My CONCERN IS TH' S, SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH,
10 1S THAT SUPPOSEDLY THERE WAS $203 M LLI ON SET ASI DE TO BE
11 SPENT ON SOVE FORMULA BASI S. OUR ORI G NAL REPORT SAlI D THEY
12 ONLY HAD 140 IN THEIR TRUST FUND, SO THERE' S A 60-M LLI ON-
13 DOLLAR GAP.
14
15 SUP. ANTONOVI CH. THEN I T SHOULD BE 140 M LLION, I'T SHOULD BE
16 WHATEVER THE AMOUNT THAT THEY PUT ASI DE SHOULD BE EQUALLY
17 DI STRIBUTED, |'M NOT SAYI NG THAT THERE' S A FI XED NUMBER
18
19 SUP. KNABE: RI GHT AND THEI R UPDATED REPORT, THEN, WAS -- SAID
20 THERE'S ONLY 43 M LLION DOLLARS SET ASIDE, SO THAT'S A GAP OF
21 160, SO I F YOUR MOTI ON WOULD READ THAT SUPPCRT AB 31 AND
22 WHATEVER THE TRUST FUND AMOUNT IS, 43 MLLION, |'LL SUPPCRT
I T.
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SUP. ANTONOVI CH: THAT'S THE | NTENT 1S AND THAT' S WHAT |

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. | HAVE A SUBSTI TUTE MOTI ON THAT
| READ SAYI NG THAT | WAS | NTRODUCI NG FOR NEXT WEEK, BUT

BASI CALLY WHAT I T WOULD SAY | S THAT WE OPPOSE RUNNERS, AB 31,
AND LET'S CALL THE ROLE ON THAT I TEM ON THE SUBSTI TUTE MOTI ON
TO OPPOSE 31 | NSTEAD OF SUPPORTI NG | T.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: ALL RI GHT. AND MADAM CHAI R, |I'M SORRY, |
DIDN' T GET THE SECOND.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WAS THERE A SECOND TO My SUBSTI TUTE MOTI ON
TO OPPCSE | T?

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: |'LL SECOND | T.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT, |IT WAS SECONDED BY YAROSLAVSKY.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: OKAY, SUPERVI SOR MCLI NA.

SUP. MOLI NA:  YEA.

CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: SUPERVI SOR YAROSLAVSKY.
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1 SUP. YARCSLAVKSY: YES.

3 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: SUPERVI SOR KNABE.

5 SUP. KNABE: NO

7 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH.

9 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: NO

10

11 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: AND SUPERVI SOR BURKE.

12

13 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YEA

14

15 CLERK VARONA- LUKENS: YES.

16

17 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR SORRY FOR THE CONFUSI ON ON THAT. ALL RI GHT,
18 WE LL GO TO 13, WE HAVE A NUMBER OF PECPLE WHO VE ASKED TO

19 SPEAK. ONE PERSON SAYS THEY' LL ONLY SPEAK | F THERE ARE

20 QUESTIONS, SO WE WON' T CALL ON YOU BECAUSE | DON T KNOW THAT -
21 - AZEEM MOHAMVAD.

22

AZEEM MOHAMVAD: RI GHT HERE.
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1 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR PLEASE COME FORWARD. TED HAYES AND JEFFREY
2 PENINGER. DI D THEY COVE FORWARD?

4 SPEAKER: THEY' RE COM NG FORWARD.

6 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. MR HAYES, DO YOU WANT TO START?
7 AND THEN JEFFREY PENI NGER. ARE YOU JEFFREY PEN NCGER?

9 TED HAYES: NO, MA' AM JEFFREY'S M SSI NG I N ACTI ON | QGUESS

10 RIGHT NON HE' LL BE HERE.

11

12 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR AZEEM MOHAMVAD. ALL RI GHT.

13

14 TED HAYES: MADAM SUPERVI SOR, | HAVE SOVE DOCUMENTS AND SOVE

15  PHOTOGRAPHS TO G VE TO YOU ABOUT WHAT WE' RE TALKI NG ABOUT THI S
16  MORNI NG AND SOME LI TERATURE I N THE BACK W TH OUR REQUEST.

17 VWH LE WE AGREE WTH MR, ANTONOVI CH S MOTI ON OR RECOMVENDATI ON
18 THAT THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES CLEAN THE TO LETS TW CE DAILY AND
19 TO |[IN FACT, WORK TOMARDS GETTI NG THOSE SELF- CLEANI NG TO LETS,
20 WE SUPPORT THAT, EXCEPT THAT WE WOULD LI KE FOR YOQU TO ADD TO
21 THAT MOTI ON, RECOMVENDATI ON, THAT THE TO LETS BE SUPERVI SED ON
22 A 24-HOUR BASIS. | HAVE A DOCUMENT THAT |'VE G VEN TO THE CI TY

23 OF LOS ANGELES, AND | CAN G VE YOQU THE SAME COPY, AS TO HOW
24 THAT IS TO BE DONE. EVEN | F YOU LL DO FURTHER RESEARCH, THE
25  TO LETS UP I N SAN FRANCI SCO, BECAUSE THEY DI DN' T HAVE
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1 SUPERVI SI ON, THEY WERE TRASHED AND THEY WERE DESTROYED, AND W\E
2 DON T WANT THAT TO HAPPEN HERE. SO WE AGCREE W TH YOU THERE,

3 BUT PLEASE, WE' RE ASKI NG THAT YOU WOULD RECOMVEND ALSO

4 SUPERVI SION. ALSO, YQU LL NOTICE I N THE DOCUMENT | GAVE YQU,

5 CALLED "SHUT I T DOMW," WE WOULD LI KE FOR YOQU -- WE' RE ASKI NG

6 THAT YOU WOULD CITE THE CITY OF LOCS ANGELES FOR RUNNI NG AN

7 | LLEGAL OQUTDOCR SHELTER AND FOR THOSE UNSAFE AND UNSANI TARY

8 TOLETS. IF MY ORGANI ZATI ON RAN SUCH A FACI LI TY, YOUR COUNTY

9 HEALTH DEPARTMENT WOULD FI NE ME, SHUT ME DOWN UNTI L |

10 CORRECTED THE PROBLEM YOU NEED TO DO THE SAME THI NG TO THE

11 CTY OF LOS ANGELES. W WOULD LI KE FOR YOQU TO Cl TE THEM TODAY,
12 TH' S DAY, PLEASE. ALSO |'M CALLI NG ON YOU, PARTI CULARLY ON

13 THE LEADERSH P OF YAROSLAVSKY, ANTONOVI CH, AND KNABE, THAT YQU
14 WOULD I NVESTI GATE, ElI THER DI RECTLY OR BY A GRAND JURY

15 | NVESTI GATI ON, MY CLAI Ms THAT THE ADVOCATES AND THE ACTI VI STS
16 WHO HAVE DRI VEN POLI CY TO YOUR DEPUTI ES AROUND HOMELESSNESS

17 HAVE BEEN BASI CALLY RACI ST. |'VE PO NTED OQUT TO YOU BEFORE

18 THAT 80 TO 85% OF THE HOVELESS POPULATI ON | N THE DOWNTOWN SKI D
19 ROW AREA ARE BLACK MALES, AFRI CAN- AMERI CAN MALES, WHEREAS 99%
20 OF THE POLI CY MAKERS ARCUND THE | SSUE ARE UPPER M DDLE CLASS
21 VWH TE PECPLE. I T'S NOI THAT THEY' RE NECESSARI LY BAD, BUT THEY
22 JUST DON' T HAVE THE PASSI ON THAT SOVEONE LI KE MYSELF OR MY
BROTHER HERE WOULD HAVE | N DEALI NG W TH THAT, AND I F YOU W LL
| NVESTI GATE, YOU LL FIND THE REASON THAT WE ARE HERE TODAY ON
TH'S I SSUE OF TO LETS, ON TH S | SSUE OF SI DEWALK ENCAMPMENTS,
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1 1S BECAUSE OF THE RACI ST POLI Gl ES OF THESE SO CALLED HOMELESS
2 ADVOCATES AND ACTI VI STS WHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY, OVER THE LAST
3 18 YEARS, BEEN ABLE TO LOCK OQUT MYSELF AND OTHER BLACK AND

4 BROWN PEOPLE FROM HAVI NG SAY I N THE POLI CY MAKI NG SO WE WOULD
5 DEEPLY APPRECI ATE THAT ACTI ON FROM YQU, | F AT ALL POSSI BLE.

7 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. MR MOHAMVAD.

9 AZEEM MOHAMVAD: YES. THANK YOU FOR ALLOW NG ME THE OPPORTUNI TY
10 TO SAY A FEWWORDS. NUMBER ONE, VWE WORK | N SKI D ROW HELPI NG

11 THE HOVELESS. MANY TI MES, YOU NI CE PEOPLE THAT HAVE GOOD

12 PORCELAI N FACI LI TIES AT YOUR HOVE DON T EVEN COME CLOSE TO

13 UNDERSTANDI NG WHAT THE SI TUATI ONS ARE ON SKI D ROW W TH USI NG A
14 REST ROOM FACI LITY. WTH YOUR NI CE PORCELAI N FACI LI TI ES AT

15  HOVE, | PERSONALLY WOULD LI KE TO CHALLENGE EACH ONE OF YQU TO
16 COVE AND SPEND A 48- HOUR PERI CD DOMN AND SEE EXACTLY WHAT

17 HAPPENS WHEN YOU GOT' TO USE SOVE REST ROOM FACI LI TI ES AND YQU
18 DON T HAVE A PLACE TO GO NOWI DON T HAVE ANYTH NG AGAI NST

19 ANY ONE OF YOU. MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR THE SI TUATI ONS YQU LI VE
20 IN. BUT I N ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM COVE DOM AND LI VE
21 WTH THE PEOPLE WTH THE PROBLEM PUT YOURSELF ON THE LI NE FOR
22 A DAY. WE NEED THE TO LET FACI LI TI ES NONV AND WE NEED I T
SUPERVI SED BY PEOPLE THAT' S HOMVELESS. EMPONER TO DO SOVETHI NG
EMPONER THE FACI LI TY. THE BACTERIA LEVEL IS HGHER IN THI' S

CI TY THAN ANY OTHER CI TY I N THE NATION. TWCE AS MJUCH AS THE

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
40




January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 ONE UP UNDER THEM ON THE SI DEWALKS DOMWN HERE. YQU CAN DO
2 SOMVETHING DO I'T NOW

4 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU VERY MJCH. WE' LL NOW
5 HAVE THOSE SEATS TAKEN BY CARL POPULUS, TED HAYES AND AKEI L,
6 OR AKILY. WOULD YOU PLEASE TAKE THOSE SEATS? PLEASE COVE

7 FORWARD. CARL POPULACE, TED HAYES, AND AKILY. TRY I T AGAIN.

8 ALL RI GHT. TED HAYES.

10 SPEAKER THANK YQU, MEMBERS OF THE COWM TTEE, SUPERVI SORS. |

11 AM A MEMBER OF THE LOS ANGELES HOMVELESS SERVI CE AUTHORI TY AND
12 | AM A HOVELESS MEMBER OF THAT ADVI SOCRY BOARD. THE UGLY FACE
13 OF CAPI TALI SM HAS REARED | TS HEAD AS TOM G LMORE, AND HE

14 I NSISTS HE' D LI KE TO LEAD THE CAMPAI GN TO DEAL W TH THE

15  TO LETS. | KNOW YQU FEEL THAT' S A VERY WARM RECOVMENDATI ON

16 FROM MR G LMORE, BUT THE FACT | S, THESE PORTABLE TO LETS COST
17 $400 OFF THE FACTORY FLOOR. THEY' RE THE CHEAPEST TO LETS YQU
18 CAN PCSSI BLY BUY. THAT MEANS THEY' RE MADE OF PLASTIC, AND THE
19 CHEAPEST MATERI ALS YOU CAN POSSI BLY BUY. THEY' RE NOI' MADE TO
20 ENDURE THE | NSTI TUTI ONAL TYPE OF TREATMENT THAT THEY RECEI VE
21 ON SKID ROW THEY SPEND $300, 000 A YEAR CLEANI NG THESE

22  TOA LETS, MR ANTONOVI CH, EVERY MORNI NG AND EVERY EVENING | T S
NOT CLEANLINESS. IT'S A FACT IT'S NOI' A STRUCTURED DESI GN BUT
A KIND OF TREATMENT | T GETS. MR HAYES PROGRAM PRQJECT,
RECOMVENDATI ON TO HAVE THESE TO LETS SUPERVI SED IS THE ONLY
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1 SANE THI NG YOU CAN PGSSI BLY DO YOU CANNOT DUWMP THESE TO LETS
2 ON THE STREET AND WALK AWAY, BUT THAT' S WHAT' S BEEN DONE. NOW
3 THERE'S A GOOD, LOG CAL REASON BEH ND DO NG THAT BECAUSE I T' S
4 A PICTURESQUE SCENE WHEN H. U.D. OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL

5 AGENCY COMES HERE TO LOOK AT THE HOMELESS PLI GAT THEY GET TO

6 SEE THESE TO LETS AND SEE THE PEOPLE AND SEE THE ACTI VI TY AND
7 PERHAPS THEY CAN FI ND SOVE WAY TO FI ND SOVE MONEY TO REMEDY

8 |IT, BUT IT WLL NEVER BE REMEDI ED BECAUSE THERE' S A NEEDED

9 EYESORE | N ORDER TO COLLECT MONEY FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
10 OR PASSI ONATE PECPLE WHO ARE RELI G QUSLY BASED OR WHATEVER. SO
11 IT"S A CONSPI RACY, IT"S A SCHEME TO SEE TO I T THAT THERE ARE
12 HUVAN BEINGS LIVING IN THI'S CONDI TI ON, MERELY FOR THE SAKE OF
13 SAYING "G VE US MONEY." WELL, YOQU VE GOT MONEY. YOU HAD MONEY
14 LONG AGO TO DEAL W TH THESE TO LETS. YOU VE NOT DONE THAT. |

15 HAVE BEEN ARRESTED FOR SI MPLY SI TTI NG AT A TABLE I N AN EMPTY
16 ROOM AT LASA. | JUST TOLD YOU, |'M A MEMBER OF THE ADVI SORY

17 BOARD. VWHY WOULD THEY DO THAT? BECAUSE AS MR. HAYES HAS

18 PO NTED QUT, BLACK PEOPLE, BROWN PEOPLE CGET NOTH NG BUT

19 DI SRESPECT WHEN | T COVES TO TRYI NG TO DEAL W TH THE | SSUES

20 THAT MANY HOLD PASSI ON FOR W TH HOMVELESS PECPLE. SO | WOULD

21  ASK YOQU TO RECOGNI ZE THAT I T IS NOT' CLEANLI NESS, MR

22 ANTONOVICH, I T'S NEW STABLE, | NSTI TUTI ONAL- TYPE FACI LI TIES TO
BEG N WTH, AND CERTAI NLY NOT A SAN FRANCI SCO MCDEL. THANK
YQU.
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1 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQU. YES.

3 CARL PCOPULACE: GOOD MORNI NG COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS AND
4 THE PUBLIC, THE GENERAL PUBLIC. |I'M HERE AS | STATED BEFORE
5 WHEN | WAS HERE.

7 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YOU MAY BE SEATED, MR HAYES. YES.

9 TED HAYES: | WANT TO STAY WTH My PEOPLE PLEASE.

10

11 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YOU MAY BE SEATED.

12

13 TED HAYES: | WANT TO STAY WTH MY PEOPLE PLEASE.

14

15 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WOULD YOU PLEASE GO ON AND SPEAK.
16

17  TED HAYES: | WANT A RESPONSE FROM YOU, | DON T HAVE A
18  RESPONSE.

19

20 SPEAKER: WHAT'S THE BI G DEAL HE' S STANDI NG UP. WHO CARES,
21 BESI DES YQU?

22

23 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WELL I THI NK HE' S BLOCKI NG H' S OAN CAMERAS.
24 OKAY GO RI GHT AHEAD.

25
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1 SPEAKER. HE KNOAS HOW TO HANDLE THE MEDI A, YOU KNOW THAT.

3 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR GO RI GHT AHEAD. GO RI GHT AHEAD.

5 CARL POPULACE: GOOD MORNI NG AGAI N, BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS. |
6 CAME DOMWN HERE TO EXPRESS THE | SSUE OF THE HOVELESSNESS - -

8 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR PLEASE G VE US YOUR NAME.

10 CARL POPULACE: POPULACE, MY NAME |S CARL POPULACE, | WEAR MANY
11 HATS, FOUNDED MAN UNI TED, ALSO A MEMBER OF THE BLACK COVMUNI TY
12 OF TASK FORCE VI ETNAM VETERANS OF AMERI CA AND | T''S NOT JUST

13 THE HAT | WEAR, | T'S JUST PEOPLE WEAR A LOT OF THI NGS, BUT DO
14 WE WEAR THEM WELL. THI S HOVELESS | SSUE IS NOTH NG NEW HERE I N
15 LGOS ANGELES. |'VE BEEN WORKI NG THI'S SI NCE 1975, NEVER ASKED

16 FOR ANY GOVERNMENT FUNDI NG ANY ASSI STANCE, | JUST BASI CALLY
17 TRIED TO GET OQUT AND DO THE WORK. AND AS | S STATED I N THE

18 NATI ONAL HOVELESS PLAN, WHI CH | SEE PECPLE HAVE PI CKED UP OFF
19 OF HERE AND THERE AND TRIED TO WORK I T AND I'T DIDN T WORK

20 BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T SIT DOAN | N COLLABORATI ON. THAT' S VHY |

21 STATED THE LAST TIME | WAS HERE ABQUT THE A.1.D.S., MONEY, AND
22 THE PRQAJECTS. | F EVERYBODY WOULD JUST GET ON THE SAME PACE,

VE' LL COVE UP WTH THE SAME KI ND OF REPORT CARDS. |'M OUT HERE
IN THI'S VENUE EVERY DAY, DA NG TH S. YOU KNOW M SS BURKE

DA NG ONE THI NG OR ANOTHER, THE HEALTH | SSUES THEY CUT, BUT |
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JUST THI NK THAT THI S THI NG HAS GROMWN SO MUCH, ESPECI ALLY WTH
THE PORTA POTTIES -- PORTA POITIES AND ALL THI S STUFF, TH' S
POSES A GREAT HEALTH | SSUE, AND AT A TI ME WHEN LOS ANGELES 1S
TALKI NG ABOUT BUDGET CUTS AND MONEY |S BEING M SSING, 1'D LIKE
TO STATE MYSELF THAT THESE VERY PEOPLE THAT WE ARE | GNORI NG
AND WALKI NG OVER GO NG TO QUR JOBS ON THESE S| DEWALKS, SOONER
OR LATER, I'T'S GO NG TO BECOVE A HEALTH | SSUE. AND THESE
PEOPLE ARE GO NG TO HAVE PNEUMONI A OR SOVETHI NG LI KE THAT. AND
I JUST THNK IT'S ABQUT TI ME FOR US TO REALLY GET ON THE SAME
PAGE, LISTEN AT MR HAYES, LISTEN OUT THERE AND LOOK AT,

REVI EW THE NATI ONAL HOVELESS PLAN AGAI N, ALL THE THI NGS THAT
VE' RE TALKI NG ABOQUT NOW IS JUST AN ECHO OF WHAT WE TALKED
ABOQUT YESTERDAY, SO | CAME TO G VE MY | NPUT AND MY | NPUT AND
SUPPORT TO THI S | SSUE BECAUSE | T'S A VERY SERI QUS | SSUE AND

I TS NOTI JUST A TED HAYES OR DOWNTOM | SSUE NOW I T'S I N
COMVUNI TI ES ACRCSS THI'S STATE, SO THANK YOU VERY MJCH.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. AS YOU AND MR HAYES LEAVE,
EMVANUEL DELEAGE AND KAREN JENKI NS, PLEASE COVE FORWARD.

AKI'LE: GOOD MORNI NG, THANK YOU FOR ALLOW NG ME TO SPEAK. WY
NAME | S AKI LE, CHAI RVAN, KWANZAA PEOPLE OF COLOR, AND A
SUPPORTER OF TED HAYES. NUMBER ONE, AS HE SAI D, 85% OF THE
PEOPLE DOM THERE ARE BLACK. NUMBER TWO, THEY' RE BEI NG
PRESSURED OUT OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA AS WE SPEAK AT THI S TI ME BY
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L. A P.D. PCLIClI ES DI RECTED BY COUNCI LWOVAN JAN PERRY. THESE
PEOPLE, BECAUSE THEY' RE BEI NG PUSHED OUT, DCES NOT CHANGE THE
REALI TY. THEY STILL NEED A PLACE TO, WTH DIGNITY, USE THE
BATHROOM W TH DIGNITY, GET A DRINK OF WVATER. W TH DI GNI TY,
KEEP THEMSELVES CLEAN, W TH DI GNI TY, AND NOT HAVE TO BE

WORRI ED ABQUT BEI NG ARRESTED. W TH DI GNI TY, LIVE THEI R LI VES.
BECAUSE THEY DO NEED TO BE HELPED AS OPPOSED TO BEI NG PUSHED
AROUND AND BANTERED AROUND. I T IS NOI' THE SCLUTI ON. BUT WE DO
NEED TO PUT OUR HEADS TOGETHER, TO COMVE UP W TH A SOLUTI ON.
YES, WE UNDERSTAND THAT PORTABLE TO LETS ARE TEMPORARY, BUT
MAYBE THERE | S SOMETHI NG MORE ORGANI C THAT WE CAN PUT | NTO THE
SURRCUNDI NG COVWMUNI TY OF WHERE PEOPLE CAN HAVE ACCESS TO

FACI LI TI ES, WHETHER THEY BE PORTABLE OR OTHERW SE. AND | NDEED,
AS HAD BEEN SUGGESTED BY AN EARLI ER SPEAKER, | T WOULD BE GOOD
FOR US TO EMPONER THE HOVELESS BECAUSE THEY' RE NOT STUPI D.
THEY CAN' T -- | WAS NOTI NG THE OTHER DAY, | WAS WALKI NG PAST
THREE HOVELESS PEOPLE, AND EACH ONE OF THEM HAD A NEWSPAPER
SITTING QUT THERE, AND | DON T THI NK THEY HAVE THE NEWSPAPER
QUT THERE BECAUSE THEY NEEDED HEAT. THEY WERE READI NG THE
PAPER. SO WE CAN | NDEED DEVELOP A SOLUTI ON THAT WLL BE A W N-
WN SCLUTI ON. AND I N CLOSING | WANT TO STATE THAT DI SEASE,
CLEANLI NESS, AND SAFETY ARE VERY | MPORTANT FACTORS FOR US ALL
TO BE CONCERNED W TH BECAUSE WHAT AFFECTS THE BOTTOM - -

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YOUR TIME IS UP. THANK YOU VERY MJCH.
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AKI LE: -- DOES HAVE A WAY OF WORKI NG | TSELF TO THE TOP.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT, THANK YOU. EMVANUEL DELEAGE,
KAREN JENKI NS AND THEN WARREN W LLI AM5 W LL BE OUR LAST
SPEAKER. WE HAVE A SPECI AL | TEM SET FOR 11, BUT |I'M GO NG TO
LET YOU CONCLUDE BEFORE GO NG TO THE SPECI AL | TEM WE HAVE
VWHEELCHAI R PEOPLE THAT ARE GO NG TO HAVE TO BE CALLED.

EMVANUEL DELEAGE: YES, H My NAME | S EMMANUEL DELEAGE. GOOD
MORNI NG BQOARD OF SUPERVI SORS. | WLL BE VERY BRI EF. | SI MPLY
WANT TO SAY AS A FRENCH- BORN AMVERI CAN CI TI ZEN, | WANT TO SAY
THAT THE CONDI TIONS ON SKID ROW 1 FI ND ARE COMPLETELY

APPALLI NG | N FRANCE, THERE' S NO WAY THAT -- THERE ARE
HOVELESS PEOPLE | N FRANCE, BUT YOU DO NOT SEE A PLACE LI KE
SKI D ROW WHERE SO MANY PEOPLE GATHER. AND ONE THI NG THAT |
FIND QU TE AMAZI NG | S THAT THERE' S A PORT- A-TCLI ET ON SI XTH
STREET RIGHT I N THE SAME BLOCK AS THE PCLI CE STATI ON AND
COUNTLESS TI ME WORKI NG DOMN THERE SI NCE 1996, | HAVE SEEN
AMBULANCES COVE ON THAT SAME BLOCK THAT THE PCLI CE STATION IS
AT, PRY THE DOOR OPEN TO PULL SOVEBODY OUT WHO HAS O. D.'d.
THESE TOA LETS NEED TO BE SUPERVI SED. AND | WOULD, AGAI N,
STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO WORK W TH MR HAYES AND THE NATI ONAL
HOVELESS PLAN TO REMEDY THI'S, NOT ONLY THE PORTA-TO LET

SI TUATI ON BUT LONGER- TERM THE HOMELESS S| TUATI ON. THANK YQOU.
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KAREN JENKINS: GOOD MORNI NG MY NAME | S KAREN JENKI NS, AND |
THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNI TY TO SPEAK. PRAI SE GOD |I' M NOT
HOVELESS, AND | CAN ONLY | MAG NE WHAT I T'S LI KE, TO HAVE

| NADEQUATE SANI TATION |'S BEYOND My FATHOM | MEAN, HOW MANY

TI MES HAVE YOU HAD A TA LET AT HOVE BACK UP AND YOU KNOW HOW

| NCONVENI ENT, NOT TO SAY UNSANI TARY THAT |IS. THESE PEOPLE LI VE
WTH THIS ON A DAILY BASIS. WE NEED TO DO SOVETHI NG TED HAYES
SUGGESTS THAT HE MEET W TH YOU GUYS AND MAYBE YOU GUYS CAN
WORK SOVETHI NG QUT. | | MPLORE YOU TO MEET WTH HM [|"'M NOT
VERY ERUDI TE |' M AFRAI D BUT I T'S BEEN My EXPERI ENCE THAT, |
KNOWWHERE |' VE BEEN, | DON T KNOWWHY |'M GO NG AND JUST
BECAUSE EACH OF YOU HAS A JOB TODAY, YOU DON' T KNOW VWHERE

YOU RE GO NG GOD S GRACE, YOU KNOW THAT YOU RE EMPLOYED AND
THAT YOU HAVE PROPER SANI TATI ON AND A PLACE TO SLEEP AND FOOD
TO EAT. BUT FOR THOSE THAT DON' T HAVE | T, AND TO DEPRI VE THEM
OF ANY SORT OF DIGNITY I'S JUST AN ABOM NATI ON, I N MY OPI NI ON.

I I MPLORE YOU ONCE AGAIN TO PLEASE @ VE TH S CAREFUL

CONSI DERATI ON.  THANK YQU VERY MJCH.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR MR W LLI AMS?

WARREN W LLI AMS: | M REPRESENTI NG THE FOUNDATI ON AND

I NSTI TUTI ON OF ABUSE, |'M ALSO ON THE SPI Rl TUAL COWM TTEE FOR
THE HUNDRED THOUSAND MAN MARCH. | NSTEAD OF JUST SPEAKI NG TO
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1 THE BOARD, | NSTEAD TODAY |'M GO NG TO SAY A WORD OF PRAYER,
2 AND IN MY WORDS, | NSTEAD I WOULD PRESENT THEM I N A PRAYER. WE
3 PRAY TODAY THAT THOSE WHO CONTI NUE TO ABUSE AND M SAPPRCOPRI ATE
4 FUNDS, THAT THEY WLL FIND IT WTH N THEMSELVES TO QU T DA NG
5 | T, THAT WVE WLL USE OUR FUNDS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF QOUR

6 PECPLE, THAT WE WLL LOOK UPON THE CONDI TI ON THAT' S GO NG ON

7 DOMTOM L. A AND EVERYWHERE ELSE WHERE THERE' S HOVELESS

8 PECPLE SUFFERI NG THE CONDI TI ONS OF NASTY TO LETS, UNCLEAN

9 CONDI TIONS, TO REM ND OQURSELVES THAT HOMVELESS PARENTS HAVE

10 CHI LDREN ALSO THAT MUST SUFFER THESE CONDI TI ONS. TO REM ND

11 OURSELVES OF THE H STORY OF AMERI CA, THE LEGACY THAT WHEN

12 BLACK PEOPLE WERE FI RST EMANCI PATED, THEY FORMED THE FREEMAN S
13 BUREAU, AND I N ONE YEAR, EVEN THOUGH THEY PLACED THEM ON

14  CONFI SCATED LAND THEY TOOK THEI R LAND BACK AND THEN A

15  PHENOMENA OF COUNTLESS NUMBERS OF PEOPLE BEI NG FORCED | NTO

16 HOVELESS CONDI TI ONS, DRI VEN | NTO HORRI BLE URBAN ENVI RONVENTS
17 PERSISTS EVEN 'TIL TH S DAY, THAT THE M NDS OF THOSE WHO SI' T
18 | N SEATS OF PONER W LL CHANGE THEI R CONSCI QUSNESS TO HAVE A

19 CONSClI QUSNESS OF CARI NG OF RESPECT, THAT THEI R HORRI BLE SI NS
20 OF AMERI CA AND LOS ANGELES COUNTY, THAT | NSTEAD, WE W LL

21 ADDRESS | SSUES LIKE IN | TEM NUMBER 14 OF A CH LD BEI NG KI LLED,
22 AND UNDERSTAND HOW I T RELATES TO THI S | SSUE OF HOVELESSNESS,
THAT W TH YOUNG CHI LDREN AND PARENTS THEY' RE DRI VEN BY

TERRI BLE CONDI TI ONS OF DI SADVANTAGE M STREATMENT, THAT BY
NATURE THEY' RE DRI VEN TO OUTRAGE AND THEREFORE LEADS | NTO
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1 VIOLENCE, AND IT THEREFORE WLL GO TO HEAL AMERI CA, HEAL THE
2 POPULATI ON, HEAL THE PEOPLE AND ADDRESS THE CAUSE OF THESE

3 PROBLEMS. WE ALSO LOOK AT | TEM NUMBER 21, THAT MANY PEOPLE ARE
4  MENTALLY | LL.

6 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQOU VERY MJCH.

8 WARREN W LLI AMS: MAY | PLEASE JUST FI NI SH THESE LAST FEW

9 COMVENTS?

10

11 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R YES.

12

13 WARREN W LLI AM5: THAT MANY PECPLE ARE MENTALLY |LL AND

14  SUFFERI NG CONDI TI ONS AND WE MUST HAVE CHECK AND BALANCES SO
15 THEY' RE NOT' JUST WRONGLY MEDI CATED AND DI AGNOSED AND FORCED TO
16 USE THESE NASTY TO LETS, BUT | NSTEAD, THE SAME AS THI S COUNTY,
17 VEENT BEFORE -- VENT OVERSEAS TO EXAM NE THE - -

18

19 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU, MR WLLIAMS. YOUR TIME IS UP.
20

21 WARREN W LLIAMS: THAT YOU WLL GO SI MPLY DOMNTOWN TO EXAM NE
22 THE TA LETS.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
50




January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 WARREN WLLI AMS: AND MY FI NAL STATEMENT IS | ASK YOU TO CLOSE
2 THE TO LETS HERE IN THI' S BUI LDI NG Rl GAT NOW TODAY AND LET
3 EVERYONE GO DOMNTOMN AND USE THOSE OUTSI DE TO LETS. THANK YOU.

5 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOQU VERY MJUCH. | WOULD MOVE -- |

6 Appl ause ]

8 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR DCES BI G MONEY GRI FF WANT TO SPEAK ON THI S?
9 BIG MONEY GRIFF? |'M GO NG TO MOVE THAT THE AMENDVENT THAT WE
10 DI RECT THE LOS ANGELES HOMELESS AUTHORI TY ALSO | NCLUDE

11 CONCERNED HOMELESS ADVOCATES I N THE MONI TORI NG PROCESS SO

12 THEIR I NPUT COULD BE | NCORPORATED | NTO REQUESTED MONTHLY

13 REPORTS. |S THERE A SECOND TO THAT? BY YAROSLAVSKY. YES HE' S
14 HERE AND, YOU HAVE TWO M NUTES.

15

16 Bl G MONEY GRI FF: GOOD MORNI NG, YVONNE BRATHWAI TE- BURKE AND TO
17 THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS. |'M BI G MONEY CRI FF, COVMUNI TY

18 ACTI VI ST AND LEADER, AND | JUST WANT TO SAY TO YQU ALL, HAPPY
19 NEWYEAR | DON T NEED TO TELL YOU WHY WE' RE HERE. WE' RE HERE
20 BECAUSE OF THE HOMELESSNESS. WE' VE BEEN WATCHI NG BROTHER TED
21 HAYES NOW FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. HE'S RUN FOR MAYOR. WE' VE

22 SEEN THE TRI ALS AND TRI BULATI ONS THAT HE' S BEEN THROUGH | N

G NG TOJAIL FOR THIS CAUSE. IT'S TIME, TIME TO MAKE A
CHANGE, AND WE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO CAN DO I T. WHY? BECAUSE W\E
KNOW THAT I N THE 21st CENTURY, YEAR 2003, THAT IF WE CAN' T
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STOP TH S HOMELESSNESS OF 40 TO -- ACTUALLY IT'S 60, 000

HOVELESS PEOPLE THAT WE HAVE DOMTOM AND 40 OF THEM | WOULD
LI KE TO SEE YOQU AT LEAST START DO NG SOVETHI NG SOVETHI NG | S
BETTER THAN NOTH NG WHEN WE TALK ABOUT HOWWE CAN DO I'T
THROUGH | NCREMENTS OF YEARS, DO A LITTLE TH S YEAR, A LITTLE
NEXT YEAR, AND SO FORTH AND SO ON, BUT LET'S DO SOMETHI NG TO
HELP US HELP QURSELVES. WE' RE TI RED OF LIVING I N THESE
STREETS, SEEI NG THESE PECPLE I N THESE STREETS BEGGE NG
DEFECATI NG, ALL THESE DI FFERENT THI NGS THAT'S GO NG ON I N THE
STREETS. HELP US TO HELP EACH OTHER, SUPERVI SOR BURKE, AND I
HAVEN T SEEN MOLINA -- OH, SISTER MOLI NA. OKAY. SO PLEASE HELP
US TO GET THIS -- WELL, YOU KNOW |'VE BEEN COM NG HERE FOR A
NUMBER OF YEARS, |'VE BEEN COM NG FOR ALL THROUGHOUT THE ' 90s,
FROM THE RCDNEY KI NG ALL THE WAY UP TO NON AND SO | ' VE GOT A
KINSH P W TH BROTHER ZEV, My SUPERVI SOR YVONNE BRATHWAI TE-
BURKE AND MOLI NA, SO HELP US GET A CHANGE DOM HERE AT - -
DOMNTOM. THANK YOU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU. MOVED BY ANTONOVI CH,
SECONDED BY KNABE. W THOUT OBJECTI ON, SO ORDERED. NOW ON | TEM
NUMBER 16, | HAD JUST ONE. GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL HAS ASKED TO
SPEAK. "M TRYI NG TO GO ON AND FI NI SH TH' S, BUT BECAUSE WE
HAVE A SPECI AL | TEM AT 11: 00 AND COVE RI GHT, SHE' S PASSI NG
OKAY.
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SUP. KNABE: SPECI AL AMENDIVENT.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT, THE AMENDMENT' S ACCEPTED. MOVED
BY KNABE, SECONDED BY BURKE W THOUT OBJECTION, 16 IS ADOPTED.
SUPERVI SOR MOLI NA, DO YOU HAVE ADJOURNMENTS?

SUP. MOLINA: |I'D LI KE TO ASK TODAY THAT WE ADJOURN I N THE
MEMORY OF DOROTHY HARNSHORN WHO PASSED AVWAY. SHE'S A LONG TI ME
RESI DENT OF BOYLE HEI GHTS, VERY | NVOLVED, VERY LOYAL AND
COM TTED AS A COWUNI TY ACTI VI ST. WE WANT TO EXTEND OUR
DEEPEST CONDCLENCES TO HER FAM LY AND ALL THOSE WHO LOVED HER.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR SO ORDERED. DO YOU HAVE ANY SPECI ALS?

SUP. MOLI NA: NO

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. SUPERVI SOR YAROSLAVSKY?

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: |'D LI KE TO ASK THAT WE ADJOURN | N THE

MEMORY OF CHARLOITE SHATS, WHO | S THE MOTHER OF CAROL SHATS OF

THE DOMTOM CENTRAL CI TY ASSCOCI ATION. THAT'S HER -- WE DI D

THAT LAST WEEK?

SUP. KNABE: WE DID I T LAST WEEK.
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. ALL MEMBERS.

SUP. KNABE: ALL MEMBERS.

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: ALL RIGHT, ALL MEMBERS, IF WE DID I T, ALL
MEMBERS, DOUBLE CHECK. SOPHI A BRAVERVAN, WHO RECENTLY PASSED
AVAY, THE MOTHER OF FREDDI E RI MBAUM I N My DI STRI CT. AND

BERNI CE SI LVER, WHO PASSED AVWAY AT THE AGE OF 74, | S SURVI VED
BY HER DAUGHTERS, LAURA WEI SSMAN AND DONNA CHESNAUGH AND HER
GRANDCHI LDREN.

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R SO ORDERED. DO YOU HAVE ANY SPECI AL | TEMS
TO | NTRODUCE?

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: NO, EXCEPT | DI D WANT TO JUST -- ON COMMENTS
THAT MR ANTONOVI CH MADE EARLI ER CONCERNI NG TUDOR- SALI BA, AND
| DON T KNOWIF COUNTY COUNSEL | S HERE. WHERE HE, YOU CAN JUST
ASK HM TO -- | DON' T KNOW I F THERE' S ANY ACTI ON THAT WE CAN
TAKE OR SHOULD TAKE. | CAN THINK OF A FEWACTIONS |'D LIKE TO
TAKE, BUT CAN YOU G VE US A REPORT NEXT WEEK ON WHAT | F ANY
OPTI ONS THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT HAS AND PERHAPS VWH LE WE' RE ALL
SITTI NG HERE, ASK MR CARNI VALI, THE M T. A COUNSEL, TO MAYBE
G VE US A REPORT FROM THE M T. A. s PERSPECTI VE, | F THERE' S ANY
ACTI ON THAT EI THER THE COUNTY OF L.A. OR THE M T. AL COULD TAKE
I N CONNECTI ON WTH THI S EPI DEM C OF CONTRACTS THAT SEEMS TO BE
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GO NG TO TH S ONE FIRM THAT WE HAVE HAD SO MJUCH EXPERI ENCE
2 WTH, AND YOUR OFFI CE HAS HAD A GOOD DEAL OF EXPERI ENCE W TH.

4 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: BECAUSE I N THAT COURT CASE, | T WAS THE ORDER
5 THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO BI D ON ANY FUTURE PUBLI C
6 CONTRACTS.

8 SUP. KNABE: THE M T. A

10 SUP. ANTONOVICH: FROM THE M T. A., BUT ALSO THAT I'T WAS TO BE
11 ANYWHERE I N THE UNI TED STATES. SUP. BURKE, CHAI R WAS THAT THE
12 ORDER?

13

14  SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: WELL THAT WAS ANOTHER | SSUE. I T WASN' T UP TO
15  THEM BUT THERE WAS AT THE TI ME THAT TH S RULI NG CAME DOMWN, | F
16 MY MEMORY SERVES ME CORRECTLY, THE CI TY ATTORNEY, WHO WAS THEN
17 MR HAHN, ACTUALLY -- | DON T KNOW WHAT THE TECHNI CAL WORD | S,
18  BUT THEY HAD H M -- THEY HAD THAT FI RM FROZEN FROM BI DDI NG,

19 NOT DI SBARRED, BUT SOMETHI NG BETWEEN BARRED AND DI SBARRED.

20

21 SUP. ANTONOVI CH: PURGATCRY, HUH?

22

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: AND THEY WERE | N A STATE OF SUSPENSI ON. AND
| GQUESS THE NEW CI TY ATTORNEY, OR MAYBE | T STARTED W TH THE
OLD G TY ATTORNEY, | DON T KNOW BUT SOVEWHERE ALONG THE LI NE,
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THAT SUSPENSI ON HAS BEEN LI FTED AND THAT DOESN T CHANGE THE
FACTS ABOQUT THS FIRM AND AS WE' VE EXPERI ENCED THEM DI D YQU
WANT TO SAY SOMETHI NG?

COUNSEL PELLMAN: WELL, JUST AS TO THE M T. A CASE, | TH NK
THAT CASE IS ON APPEAL, VWH CH PROBABLY WOULD HAVE PUT ON HOLD
AS FAR AS THE M T. A, I TSELF THE BAR OF THEI R FUTURE

CONTRACTI NG W TH THEM

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: YOU VE GOT' TO SPEAK UP. | CAN T HEAR YOU AND
"M SI TTI NG NEXT TO YOU.

COUNSEL PELLMAN: OKAY. SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH RAI SED THE | SSUE
W TH RESPECT TO THE M T. AL AND THE COURT' S ORDER BUT THAT CASE
| BELIEVE IS STILL ON APPEAL, AND THAT APPEAL WOULD HAVE
STAYED THE COURT'S ORDER W TH RESPECT TO CONTRACT W TH THE
MT.A AND I'LL TALK TO STEVE AND WE' LL GET A REPORT FOR YQU
W TH RESPECT TO - -

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: WELL HE'S NOT -- HE DCESN T HAVE ANY MORE
CONTRACTS WTH THE M T. A, AND HE' S NOT CETTI NG ANY MORE
CONTRACTS WTH THE M T.A., AND HE DIDN' T EVEN BID ON A
CONTRACT HERE. | THI NK WE ALL RECALL THAT THE | SSUE OF THE
COUNTY U.S. C. MEDI CAL CENTER I SSUE. SO HE'S NOT BI DDI NG HERE
AND HE'S NOT BIDDING AT MT. A, AND --
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COUNSEL PELLMAN: BUT OTHER PUBLI C AGENCI ES HAVE BEEN AWARDI NG
CONTRACTS.

SUP. YAROCSLAVSKY: AND | DON T KNOW WHAT THE OTHER -- | THI NK
THE OFFI CE OF | NSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE UNI TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON WAS BEI NG ASKED TO LOOK | NTO I T,
OR MAYBE HAS LOCKED INTO I'T OR MAY STILL BE LOOKING INTO IT. |
KNOW THERE' S A FEDERAL JUSTI CE DEPARTMENT | NVESTI GATI ON | N SAN
FRANCI SCO, ABQUT D.B.E.'S AND THAT SORT OF THI NG CONCERNI NG
TH'S FIRM SO THERE' S A LOT THERE, AND, OF COURSE, THE ONLY
JUDGVENT THAT WE HAVE EXPERI ENCED, APPEAL OR NOT ON APPEAL,
WAS THE ONE THAT WE HAD LAST YEAR, AND IT MAY BE ON APPEAL,

HE' S PAYI NG DEARLY FOR THAT APPEAL. | THI NK HE SET THE BOND
ONE AND A HALF TI MES THE VALUE OF THE JUDGMENT. SO ANYVAY, |
WOULD JUST LI KE TO KNOW WHAT QOUR OPTI ONS ARE I N TERMS OF THE
CI TY AND THE SCHOCL DI STRICT. | MEAN, |IF THEY HAVE DECI DED TO
DO TH'S, AND IF THERE' S -- DO W HAVE ANY OPTI ONS TO

| NTERCEDE, TO SUE? | MEAN |I' M NOT SUGGESTI NG WE DO, | JUST
WANT TO KNOW WHAT OUR OPTI ONS ARE, BECAUSE CLEARLY, SOMETHI NG
-- SOME FACTS ARE BEI NG -- OR SOVE | NFORVATI ON' S BEI NG | GNORED
OVER THERE, AND WE MAY NOT HAVE ANYTH NG WE CAN DO ABQUT I T,
BUT IF THERE IS, |'D LI KE TO KNOW SO THAT WE CAN MAKE AN

| NFORMED JUDGVENT. THANK YOU. THAT'S ALL | HAVE.
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SUP. BURKE, CHAI R SUPERVI SOR KNABE?

SUP. KNABE: YES. MADAM CHAI R, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, | WOULD
ASK THAT WE ADJOURN | N MEMORY TODAY OF JESSE FACTOR. JESSE 1S
THE GRANDMOTHER OF MY STAFF MEMBER, LI NDA TARNOFF, WHO PASSED
AVAY YESTERDAY AT THE AGE OF 102. SHE LEAVES BEH ND THREE

CHI LDREN, SEVEN GRANDCHI LDREN, AND NUMEROUS GREAT

GRANDCHI LDREN.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL MEMBERS.

SUP. KNABE: ALSO THAT WE ADJOURN | N MEMORY OF CORNY ROSSDAM A
LONG TI ME RESI DENT OF THE CI TY OF BELLFLOAER. AND HE WAS A
GREAT CI TI ZEN OQUT THERE, VERY ACTIVE I N THE TRUCKI NG | NDUSTRY
AND REAL ESTATE. HE WAS A VERY OQUTGO NG PERSON WHO W LL BE
REMEMBERED FOR HI'S FRI ENDSHI P AND HI S GOOD ADVI CE. HE PASSED
AVAY VERY SUDDENLY ON JANUARY 21st. ALSO THAT WE ADJOURN I N
MEMORY OF MR MARI O MENDEZ, AND MARI O | S THE FATHER OF NOR
VALK CI' TY COUNCI L MEMBER M KE MENDEZ, PASSED AVAY ON JANUARY
15th. HE WAS 81 YEARS OLD. HE SERVED I N THE UNI TED STATES
ARVED FORCES. HE MARRIED H S WFE, SARAH, | N 1941 AND THEY
CELEBRATED THEI R 50t h VWEDDI NG ANNI VERSARY I N MAY OF 1991. HE' S
SURVI VED BY HS WFE OF 61 YEARS, SARAH, EI GHT CH LDREN, MARI O
JR., EDWARD, SANDRA, M CHAEL, RALPH, ANTHONY, MARK, MARI A AND
15 GRANDCHI LDREN. ALSO THAT WE ADJOURN | N MEMORY OF EI LEEN
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BOLAN, A LONG TI ME LAKEWOOD RESI DENT FOR OVER 60 YEARS.

ADJOURN I N MEMORY OF MR- W LLIAM CURTIS, A LONG TI M FOURTH

DI STRI CT RESI DENT WHO PASSED AVWAY SUDDENLY OF A HEART ATTACK
ON JANUARY 13th. WE ADJOURN I N MEMORY OF MR, JAMES HASTI NG
THE FOUNDER OF STAR JEVELERS AND Bl XBY KNOLLS, HE WAS A LONG
TI ME ENTREPRENEUR ON LONG BEACH, HE WAS AN ACTI VE RESI DENT I N
HS COMUNI TY AND | NVOLVED | N TRAVELI NG HE IS SURVI VED BY H' S
W FE, MOLLY, SON STEVE, TWO GRANDCHI LDREN, AND 21 ADOPTED
GRANDCHI LDREN. BUT ALSO WE ADJOURN | N MEMORY OF MR CEORGE
THOMPSON, A LONG Tl ME RESI DENT OF HARBOR CI TY. HE LEAVES
BEHIND HS WFE, JESSE, HE WORKED FOR THE FOURTH DI STRI CT A
NUMBER OF YEARS AGO. H S DAUGHTER CGREER, AND TWO SONS, KEI TH
AND ERNEST. AND | DI D HAVE AN ADJOURNMENT FOR MR MORRI S KI TE,
BUT WE DI D THAT LAST WEEK AS WELL, TOO SO

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R SO ORDERED.

SUP. KNABE: | HAVE, JUST G VE ME JUST ONE MORE, AND THAT WAS

TO ADJOURN | N MEMORY OF SUMMER LADD. MR, LADD PASSED AVWAY ON

JANUARY 4th. HE | S SURVI VED BY H S BROTHER, HOMRD, TWO

CHI LDREN, STEVEN AND BARBARA, AND THEI R MOTHER, BETTY JANE.

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R SO ORDERED.

SUP. KNABE: | DON T HAVE ANYTHI NG FOR NEXT WEEK.
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. YES, SUPERVI SOR ANTONOVI CH?

SUP. ANTONOVICH: |'D LIKE TO MOVE THAT WE ALSO ADJOURN I N
MEMORY OF DELBURT BUCKY WALTER, WHO WAS THE ANTELOPE VALLEY
FOOTBALL COACH AND ATHLETI C DI RECTOR FOR MORE THAN TWO DECADES
VWHO PASSED AVAY AT THE AGE OF 84. GARY BEACH, WHO IS A RETI RED
LI EUTENANT WTH THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT.
CAROL Bl RDVAN OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY, WHO WAS | NVOLVED W TH
THE ANTELOPE VALLEY ALPHA FESTI VAL. SUSAN FRANCES LYLE OF THE
SANTA CLARI TA VALLEY AND RI CHARD SHRI NE OF THE ANTELOPE
VALLEY.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR SO ORDERED. |IF THERE' S NOTH NG FURTHER,

W' LL GO TO THE 11: 00 BEI LENSON HEARI NG S-1, A PUBLI C HEARI NG
REGARDI NG PROPOSED REDUCTI ONS | N HEALTH SERVI CES AT
L.AC/US C MD CAL CENTER AND RANCHO LOS AM GOS NATI ONAL
REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER, AS SET FORTH IN THE NOTI CE FOR THI S
HEARI NG THE WAY | | NTEND TO PROCEED | S TO FI RST CALL RI CARDO
TERJO, WHO I S THE MAYOR OF THE CI TY OF DOMNEY AND DR.

JACQUELI NE PERRY. AFTER THAT, WE W LL CALL THOSE PECPLE WHO
ARE WHEELCHAI R BOUND AND WE W LL CALL THEM BEFORE WE CALL ANY
OTHER W TNESSES. WOULD THE MAYOR OF THE CI TY OF DOMEY PLEASE
COVE FORWARD W TH DR JACQUELI NE PERRY? [ Cheers and Appl ause

] [ Enthusiastic Cheers and Appl ause ]
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. EVERYONE HAS HAD A CHANCE TO
HOLD UP THEI R SI GNS AND TO DEMONSTRATE. NOW | N ORDER FOR
PEOPLE TO BE HEARD, WE ARE GO NG TO ASK THAT THERE BE NO
FURTHER DEMONSTRATI ONS. YOU CAN HOLD UP YOUR SI GNS AS LONG AS
YOU DON' T MAKE NO SE TO | NTERFERE W TH THE TESTI MONY OF THOSE
PEOPLE WHO W LL BE TESTI FYI NG YOU ARE VERY FREE TO PUT UP
YOUR SI GNS AND HOLD THEM UP, BUT THIS IS GO NG TO BE A LONG
HEARI NG

SUP. MOLINA: M SS BURKE, A PO NT OF ORDER, |'M JUST UNCLEAR, |
THOUGHT WE WERE GO NG TO GET THE REPORT FI RST.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT, WE' LL GET THE REPORT -- YOU WANT
THE REPORT FI RST?

SUP. MOLI NA: VELL | JUST THI NK I T'LL BE PUT I N CONTEXT WHERE
VEE ARE.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR COULD WE -- DO YOU HAVE -- | DON T KNOW
SUPERVI SOR KNABE HAD ASKED | F WE COULD - -

SUP. KNABE: ALL I ASKED IS ONCE THE REPORT WAS MADE, THAT THE
RANCHO RANCHO PORTI ON CAN GO FI RST.
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT, SINCE THEY' RE HERE, VWHY DON' T W\E
-- CAN VE HEAR FROM THEM AND THEN WE' LL HAVE THE REPORT. | S
THAT A PROBLEM SI NCE THESE PEOPLE ARE ALREADY UP HERE? ALL

RI GHT. THANK YQU. YES. GO AHEAD.

Rl CARDO TERJO. THANK YOU. THANK YOU FOR ALLOW NG ME TO BE HERE
TODAY. AS THE MAYOR OF THE CI'TY OF DOMNEY, ON BEHALF OF THE
CTY, I URGE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS TO MAI NTAI N OPERATI ON OF
RANCHO LGS AM GOS NATI ONAL REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER WTH THI S
CURRENT M SSI ON OF SERVI CES AS COUNTY HCSPI TAL OR UNDER AN
ALTERNATI VE FORM OF GOVERNANCE. RANCHO LOS AM GOS IS THE
LARGEST EMPLOYER | N DOMNEY W TH 1, 600 EMPLOYEES AND SERVES A
NUMBER OF CRI Tl CALLY DI SABLED RESI DENTS OF THE CI TY AS WELL AS
THE COUNTRY. THE CI TY OF DOMEY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE COUNTY | S
FACI NG A MAJOR HEALTH BUDCET DEFICI T. HOANEVER, THE CI TY URCES
THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS TO EXHAUST EVERY POSSI BLE OPTI ON FOR
CONTI NUED OPERATI ON OF RANCHO. BEFORE VOTI NG TO ELI M NATE
COUNTY FUNDI NG FOR | TS DI STI NGUI SHED AND NATI ONALLY-

RECOGNI ZED- RANKED MEDI CAL FACI LI'TY, | NCLUDI NG AN OPTION | W LL
OFFER YOU RI GHT NOW ON BEHALF OF THE CITY. THE C TY WOULD LI KE
TO MAKE A SUGGESTI ON TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS TO PRI ORI TI ZE
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOQUTH SI DE OF THE CAMPUS AND EARVARK
DEVELOPMENT REVENUE FOR THE HOSPI TAL AND | TS OPERATI ONS. THE
Cl TY STAFF RECENTLY MET WTH C A O 'S OFFI CE TO OFFER THE

CI TY'S MEDI A ASSI STANCE AND MARKETI NG THE SI TES BASED ON A
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NUMBER OF | NQUI RI ES BE RECEI VED FROM DEVELOPERS ABCUT THE
VALUABLE LAND. PLEASE DELAY ANY DECI SI ON TODAY AND SPEND MORE
TI ME CONSI DERI NG THE VARI QUS OPTI ONS BEFORE YOU, | NCLUDI NG THE
ONE | JUST OFFERED. ALL OF RANCHO STAKEHOLDERS, ESPECI ALLY THE
PATI ENTS, DESERVE TH S. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TI ME. AND BEFCRE - -
"D LIKE TO MENTI ON, TOO, THAT WE HAVE THE CITY AND W TH THE
SUPPORT OF THE COUNCI L, WE HAVE THE UTMOST CONFI DENCE THAT WE
CAN DEVELOP THE SOQUTH SI DE OF THE FACI LI TY AND HOPEFULLY

DI RECT THE MONEY TO SUBSI DI ZE THE HOSPI TAL. SO THE HOSPI TAL
CAN MAI NTAIN I TS SERVI CES TO THE COMMUNI TY, TO THE REG QN, AND
TO THE NATION. ALSO, | AM A PHARMACI ST BY CAREER AND | WORK AT
A HOSPI TAL CLOSE TO RANCHO, AND I T WOULD | MPACT A LOT OF THE
HOSPI TALS IN THE VICINITY, AND THEY' RE NOT EQUI PPED TO HANDLE
THE TYPE OF PATI ENTS THAT WOULD COME FROM RANCHO LOS AM GOS.
AND W TH OUR SHORTAGE | N NURSES, THEY WOULDN T BE ABLE TO
HANDLE THE | MPACT AND | THANK YOU FOR ALLOW NG ME TO BE HERE
TODAY. THANK YOU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. DR PERRY. [ Appl ause
].

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WE RE NOT HAVING -- [ Appl ause ].

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YOU CAN HOLD YOUR SIGNS UP. WE' RE NOT' GO NG
TO HAVE APPLAUSE. YES, THANK YQU.
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JACQUELI N PERRY: GOOD MORNI NG |'M JACQUELI N PERRY, AN

ORTHOPEDI C SURGEON AT RANCHO FOR 47 YEARS. THIS IS A PLEA FOR
PCLI TI CAL EXPERTI SE, NOT MONEY. THE RANCHO REHABI LI TATI ON
PROGRAM BEGAN BY PATI ENT NEED. |T STARTED AS A PQOLI O

RESPI RATORY CENTER BECAUSE THE COVMUNI TY PHYSI Cl ANS COULD NOT
HANDLE THE SEVERE PARALYSI S OF LI MBS AND BREATHI NG. RANCHO
SOON ADDED A SPI NAL CORD | NJURY AND THEN GREW I NTO A MULTI -

DI SCI PLI NARY CENTER BECAUSE OF THE COWPLI CATI ONS WH CH

PATI ENTS W TH RECENT SPI NAL CORD | NJURY AND BRAI N | NJURY AND
SO DEVELOPED WHEN ACUTE SERVI CES WERE OBL| GATED TO | NCLUDE
REHABI LI TATI ON. TODAY, RANCHO REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER | S RATED
ONE OF THE LARGEST AND BEST IN THE UNI TED STATES. L.A. COUNTY
PATI ENTS GREATLY NEED THI S SERVI CE. THE HEALED NERVES OF THE
PCST- PCLI O SURVI VORS ARE FAI LI NG FROM OVERUSE. FUNCTI ON ONCE
RECOVERED | S BEING LOST. THIS | S THE POST- POLI O SYNDROME.
COMVUNI TY DECI SI ONS CANNOT HELP. THEI R BACKGROUND | S NO PCLI O
FOR THE LAST 40 YEARS. THEY DON T KNOW THE PROBLEM THE ONLY
COMPREHENS| VE PCST-POLI O CLINIC I N SOUTHERN CALI FORNIA IS AT
RANCHO. SURVI VORS OF SPI NAL CORD | NJURY, BRAIN | NJURY AGAI N
WOULD BE TRAPPED I N A DETERI ORATI NG CONDI TI ON OF PRE- RANCHO
STATUS | F TI MELY REHABI LI TATI ON WAS NOT PROVI DED. BUT L. A
COUNTY HAS DEBTS, NOT MONEY. REPLACE THIS WTH YOUR EXCELLENT
PCLI TI CAL EXPERTI SE. SUPERVI SORS, PLEASE REDI RECT YOUR SKI LLS
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1 TO HELP RANCHO FI ND ANOTHER FUNDI NG BASE. | BEG YOQU TO HELP
2 SAVE RANCHO. [ Appl ause ].

4 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJCH. WE' LL NOW HAVE REPORT
5 THE LATE REPORT, FROM THE DEPARTMENT.

7 SPEAKER: MRS. CHAI RVAN, COULD | SUBM T TH S DECLARATI ON TO?

9 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R ABSCLUTELY.

10

11 SPEAKER THANK YOQU.

12

13 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WE' LL NOW HAVE THE REPORT FROM THE BOARD.
14 DR GARTHWAI TE?

15

16 DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: MADAM CHAI RAOVAN AND HONORABLE

17 SUPERVI SORS. | N JUNE, YOU APPROVED A PLAN TO RESTRUCTURE THE
18 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES THROUGH TARGETED REDUCTI ONS AND
19 EFFI C ENCI ES. TODAY YOU HOLD BEI LENSON HEARI NGS ON TWO

20 PROPOSED ACTI ONS WHI CH ARE NECESSARY TO ACHI EVE THAT PLAN. THE
21 BED REDUCTI ONS AT L. A. COUNTY U.S.C. ARE STRAI GHTFORWARD,

22 ALTHOUGH WE CONTI NUE TO EXPLORE THE EXACT BED CONFI GURATI ONS
IN ORDER TO M NI M ZE THE | MPACT ON CLI NI CAL CARE. ON OCTOBER
29t h, 2002, WE RECOMVENDED THAT YOU CLOSE RANCHO LOS AM GOS
NATI ONAL REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER | F THE RESULTS OF OUR | NTERNAL
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1 ANALYSI S COULD BE CONFI RMED. THE STUDY YOU ORDERED FROM BLUE
2 CONSULTING I'S CONSI STENT W TH THE DEPARTMENT' S EARLI ER

3 ANALYSI S AND AFFI RMS THAT CONTI NU NG TO OPERATE RANCHO EVEN
4 UNDER A SEPARATE GOVERNANCE AUTHORI TY WOULD REQUI RE

5 SIGNI FI CANT ADDI TI ONAL | NVESTMENT. A SEPARATE | NDEPENDENT

6 ANALYSI S CONDUCTED BY G LL BELSAMO FOR THE CALI FORNI A

7 COMMUNI TY FOUNDATI ON CONCLUDES THAT RANCHO IS AN ASSET FOR THE
8 ENTIRE COMVUNI TY, THAT THE COUNTY SHOULD NOT SHOULDER THE

9 FI NANCI AL BURDEN FOR THAT ASSET ALONE, THAT ADDI TI ONAL

10 SPECI ALTY REHABI LI TATI ON BEDS ARE NEEDED I N THE COUNTY, AND

11 THAT THE BEST MODEL FOR RANCHO | S AS AN | NDEPENDENT, NOT- FOR-
12 PROFIT ENTITY. THE CALI FORNI A COMMUNI TY FOUNDATI ON AND OTHER
13 | NTERESTED PARTI ES ARE EXPLORI NG THE FEASI BI LI TY OF CREATI NG
14 SUCH AN ENTITY. LOS ANGELES IS A LARGE G TY WTH BOTH THE NEED
15  AND THE RESOURCES TO SUPPORT AN | NDEPENDENT REHABI LI TATI ON

16 HOSPI TAL W TH A NATI ONAL REPUTATI ON FOR QUALI TY CARE AND

17 RESEARCH. RANCHO S STRENGTHS ARE | TS EXPERTS, | TS NATI ONAL

18 REPUTATI ON AND | TS COWPASSI ON. THE DEPARTMENT AGREES W TH THE
19 THRUST OF THESE CONSULTANT REPORTS AND BEL| EVES THAT W THOUT
20 | NDEPENDENCE AND PHI LANTHROPI C SUPPORT, THE RANCHO MODEL OF

21  CARE | S NOT SUSTAI NABLE. LAST YEAR, ABQUT 80% OF RANCHO

22 PATI ENTS HAD A PAYER SOURCE TO COVER THE COST OF THElI R CARE.

| F RANCHO | S CLOSED, THE DEPARTMENT W LL PURCHASE OR PROVI DE
REHABI LI TATI ON SERVI CES I N OTHER FACI LI TI ES FOR THE RENAI NI NG
PATI ENTS WHO HAVE NO | NSURANCE AND WHO ARE W THI N CUR MANDATED
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1 PATI ENT POPULATI ON. PATI ENTS WHO NEED REHABI LI TATI ON CARE W LL
2 CGET THAT CARE AND VE W LL SAVE ABOUT $60 M LLI ON TO PRESERVE

3 CARE ELSEVHERE | N OQUR SYSTEM WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT YOUR
4 BOARD HOLD THE REQUI RED PUBLI C HEARI NG AND ON COVPLETI ON OF

5 THE HEARI NG APPROVE THE PROPOSED REDUCTI ONS AND SERVI CES AT

6 L.A COUNTY, U S . C., AND RANCHO LCS AM GOS, THANK YOU.

8 AUDI ENCE: BOGs.

10 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WE' LL NOW PROCEED, MAYBE | SHOULD BE A

11 LITTLE BIT CLEARER WE' RE NOT GO NG TO HAVE DEMONSTRATI ONS

12 OTHER THAN PEOPLE HOLDI NG UP THEIR SIGNS. I T'S UNFAIR TO

13 PEOPLE WHO ARE SPEAKI NG. AND ARE THERE ANY QUESTI ONS OF THE
14 BOARD AT THI'S TI ME? OR WOULD YQU LI KE TO GO FORWARD W TH THE
15  HEARI NG YOU HAVE QUESTI ONS? YOU HAVE A QUESTI ON? NO? ALL

16 Rl GHT.

17

18 SPEAKER |'LL JUST WAIT 'TIL LATER, | WAS GO NG TO HAVE THE
19 HEARI NG NOW

20

21  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. WE'LL NOW CALL THE LI ST OF

22 PEOPLE WHO ARE WHEELCHAI R USERS, AND |'D LI KE TO ASK THEM TO
23 COVE FORWARD. RI CHARD DAGCGET, ROBERT THONE AND ANN RUTH. WOULD

24 YOU PLEASE COVE FORWARD? AND LET ME JUST TELL YOU THE NEXT
25 THREE PECPLE |'LL BE CALLI NG WLL BE RI CHARD EL| SONDOFF, GREG
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THOMPSON AND NCE HERNANDEZ W LL BE THE NEXT THREE AFTER THESE

-

2 THREE PEOPLE ARE HEARD FROM WOULD YOU STATE YOUR NAME?

4 ROBERT THONE: My NAME | S ROBERT THONE. AND |' M STARTI NG, AND

5 |'"MTALKING STRI CTLY TO THE SUPERVI SORS THAT VOTED AGAI NST

6 RANCHO KNABE, | GOT NO PROBLEM W TH YQU, SO... BUT BURKE AND
7 ANTONOVI CH AND MOLI NA, ALL THOSE THAT VOTED AGAI NST RANCHO,

8 ALL | WANT TO SAY IS THAT | KNOW YOU RE AFRAI D OF THE DEFI CI T.
9 WE' RE ALL AFRAID OF THE DEFICIT. AND | KNOW I T SEEMs

10 OVERWHELM NG AND | MPGSSI BLE, BUT YOU CAN' T CAVE IN ON US. YQU
11 CAN'T QU T ON US. YOU KNON BACK IN "69, WHEN THEY TOLD ME

12 THAT |I' D NEVER HAVE THE USE OF MY ARMS AND HANDS AGAI N, AND - -
13 OR My LEGS, AND THEY TOLD ME |' D NEVER HAVE CHI LDREN AGAI N,

14  YOU KNOW | THOUGHT THAT WAS | MPOSSI BLE, | THOUGHT THAT WAS

15  OVERWHELM NG, AND | WAS SCARED, BUT WTH THE HELP OF OTHERS, |
16 WAS ABLE TO BECOMVE A TAXPAYI NG CI TI ZEN, A HUSBAND, A FATHER, A
17 GRANDFATHER, AND | TELL MY GRANDKI DS, YOU KNOW YOU CAN T d VE
18 UP, YOU KNOW YOU CAN' T EVER QUI T, BECAUSE I F YOU DO, YQU LL
19 NEVER SUCCEED. BUT IF YOU TRY, WTH THE HELP OF OTHERS, YQU

20 CAN ACH EVE BEYOND YOUR DREAMS. SUPERVI SORS, YOQU ARE OUR

21  CHAMPI ONS. WE VOTED FOR YOU AND WE VOTED FOR YQU TO FI GHT FOR
22 US. SODON T GVE UP ON US. DON T CAVE IN. WE' RE WORTH MORE
23 THAN THAT. YOU RE WORTH MORE THAN THAT. THANK YOU. [ Appl ause

24 ]

25
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SPEAKER: ANNI E?

ANN RUTH: HELLO, MY NAME IS ANN RUTH. |'VE BEEN | NVOLVED W TH
RANCHO FOR OVER 30 YEARS AND WAS FI VE GO NG I NTO I T, AGE FI VE,
DUE TO A GYMNASTI C ACCI DENT, THEN IN 36 | HAD A BACK FUSI ON
AND I'N 2000, I HAD SOME SKI N REPLACEMENT SURGERY. BUT |'VE
BEEN AN QUTPATI ENT FOR MANY YEARS. AND RANCHO HAS HELPED ME
AND MANY OTHERS FOR MANY, MANY YEARS AND HAS EXCELLENT SUPPORT
GU DANCE AND  KNOALEDGEABLE DOCTORS AND NURSES THERE AND I T'' S
THERE I N THE HOSPI TAL THAT THEY GO AFTER YOU VE HAD A | NJURY
THAT REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT TO DO AND HOW TO DO I'T, AND PECPLE
GET BACK ON THEIR -- | NVOLVED AND DECI DI NG COVWUNI TY AND BE A
WWORKI NG PART AND, YOU KNOW GET BACK | NTO EDUCATI ON, HELP
THEMSELVES AND HELP SOCI ETY. AND | REALI ZE SI NCE OUR LAST
MEETI NG RANCHO S DONE SI GNI FI CANT WORK AND -- THEY FEEL LI KE
THEY HAVE FUNDI NG FOR JUNE BUT WOULD LI KE COW TTED BY UNTI L
DECEMBER WHERE THEY GO THROUGH THI' S TRANSI TI ONAL STAGE OF
GETTI NG THEMSELVES OUT FROM THE COUNTY AND | N ON THEI R OAN
GROUNDS WHERE THEY CAN BE SELF- SUFFI CI ENT AND SUPPCRTI VE, THAT
THEY WANT TO DO I T RI GHT AND CONTI NUE THE SERVI CES AND SUPPORT
BY PROVI DI NG QUALI TY CARE WHI LE THEY MAKE THI S TRANSI TI ON. SO
VE JUST URGE YOU TO CONTI NUE FUNDI NG THROUGH DECEMBER, THAT

W LL HELP RANCHO BE ON I TS FEET AND BE ABLE TO CONTI NUE TO
HELP MANY OTHER PECPLE IN THE FUTURE. THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ]
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQU. |F THE OTHER PEOPLE WHOSE NANMES
| " VE CALLED WOULD PLEASE COVE FORWARD. | F NOT, NOE HERNANDEZ,
W LLI AM HAMPTON. NOW RI CHARD DAGCET HAS SPOKE. WAS THAT
CORRECT? BUT ROBERT THONE, OKAY, RICHARD ELI ZONDCOFF, GREG
THOMPSON AND NCE HERNANDEZ. PARDON ME? WOULD ANY OF THE PECPLE
VWHO WE' VE CALLED COVE FORWARD? COKAY, | THINK I T WOULD BE
EASIER |F VE DID PUT A M C THERE SO EVERYONE DOESN T HAVE TO
COME UP. IS THERE ANY OBJECTI ON TO THAT? BY THE PECPLE WHO ARE
GETTI NG READY TO SPEAK. A PERSON WHO S CALLED WHO DOESN T WANT
TO COME UP AND WOULD LI KE TO HAVE A M CROPHONE, WE' LL MAKE | T
AVAI LABLE TO THEM | F THEY OBJECT, WELL THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO
COME UP TO THE PODI UM

RI CHARD ELI ZONDO GOOD MORNI NG, MY NAME | S --

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R STATE YOUR NAME, PLEASE. STATE YOUR NAME
PLEASE.

RI CHARD ELI ZONDO AM | STARTI NG?

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YES.

Rl CHARD ELI SONDOFF: MY TI ME | S STARTI NG? MY NAME | S RI CHARD

ELI SONDOFF AND |'M A FORMER PATI ENT AT RANCHO LOS AM GOS, ALSO
A FORMER POLICE OFFICER. | DON' T EVEN KNOW VWHERE TO START.
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1 WE' RE FACI NG SUCH ATTI TUDI NAL BARRIERS, AND I CAN T THINK CF A
2 BETTER EXAMPLE THAN BEI NG CALLED "WHEELCHAI R PECPLE" BY
3 YVONNE, | MEAN. [ Enthusiastic Cheers and Appl ause ].

5 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGY. WHEELCHAI R USERS.

7 RICHARD ELI SONDOFF: AND | REALIZE I'T WASN T | NTENTI ONAL, BUT
8 THIS IS WHAT WE' RE - -

10 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR PLEASE ACCEPT MY APCLOGY, |'M SORRY.

11

12 RICHARD ELI SONDOFF: THI' S IS WHAT WE' RE FACI NG AND |

13 UNDERSTAND | T''S UNI NTENTI ONAL, BUT, | MEAN, IF IT CAN T BE

14 FIXED HERE, |F THE EXAMPLE CAN' T BE SET IN THIS ROOM | DON T
15 KNOWWHERE |IT CAN. THE PO NT THAT | WANTED TO MAKE WAS THAT |
16 HAVE BEEN HOSPI TALI ZED TWCE. | AM A RESI DENT OF DOWNEY. AND I
17 ENDED UP AT TWO VERY GOCD FACI LI TI ES. UNFORTUNATELY, AS GOCD
18 AS THESE FACI LI TI ES WERE, AS CGREAT AS THE HELP WAS, AS

19 EDUCATED AS THE NURSES WERE, THEY WERE NOT READY, THEY WERE
20 NOT EQUI PPED TO DEAL W TH ME. THEY DI D NOT KNOW HOW TO HANDLE
21  ME. THEY HAD NO | DEA VWHAT A URI NARY TRACT | NFECTI ON WAS, THEY
22 HAD NO | DEA VWHAT PAI N MANAGEMENT WAS, THEY HAD NO | DEA WHAT
WOUND MANAGEMENT WAS. AND THESE ARE SOME OF THE FI NEST

HOSPI TALS WVHERE | ENDED UP. W TH THAT IN M ND, WE HAVE NO
PLACE TO GO. RANCHO IS OUR ONLY HOMVE. THAT'S I T. THAT IS ALL
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VE HAVE. AND IT IS THE FOLKS AT RANCHO, I T IS THE DOCTORS, THE
NURSES, ALL THE HELP, THE ATTENDANTS, THE PERSON AT JAN TORI AL
SERVI CES WHO KNOW HOW TO TREAT US... W TH RESPECT, W TH
EMPATHY, AND THAT IS WHAT IS NEEDED. AND THAT, YOU CAN T PUT A
PRI CE ON THAT, FOLKS, YOU REALLY CAN T PUT A PRI CE ON THAT.
THAT 1S SOVETH NG THAT COMES FROM THE HEART, THAT IT -- IT
COMES FROM EXPERI ENCE. NOW | ASK YOU, | | MPLORE YOQU, TO
PLEASE LI STEN TO US, LI STEN W TH OPEN HEARTS AND TAKE US | NTO
CONSI DERATI ON AND PLEASE CONSI DER YOUR VOTE. THI S W LL DEEPLY
AFFECT MANY OF US | N MANY WAYS, AND | THANK YOU FOR YOUR TI ME.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. [ Appl ause ]

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR GREG THOVWPSON AND NOE HERNANDEZ W LL BE
NEXT, AND W LLI AM HAMPTON.

GREG THOWPSON: MADAM CHAIR, BEFORE | BEG N, | WOULD LI KE TO
SUBM T MY DECLARATI ON AND THE DECLARATI ONS OF OTHER AND SOVE
LETTERS | N SUPPORT OF RANCHO. MY NAME | S GREG THOWPSON, AND
"M THE DI RECTOR OF THE SOCI AL WORK SERVI CES AT RANCHO, AND |
AM VERY FAM LI AR W TH WHAT SERVI CES ARE AVAI LABLE AND ARE NOT
AVAI LABLE I N THE COMMUNI TY. YQOU VOTED TO CLOSE RANCHO W THOUT
ALL THE FACTS. THERE ARE NEW REPORTS AND YOU MJST STUDY THESE
REPORTS. CONTRARY TO WHAT DR. GARTHWAI TE' S BATTLE CRY 1| S,
REHAB IS NOT A LUXURY, IT'S A RIGHT, AND IN TH S CASE, IT S
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1 COST EFFECTI VE. PLEASE, DELAY THE CLOSURE OF RANCHO AND REVI EW
2 ALL THE OPTI ONS. THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES WANTS TO

3 CLOSE RANCHO AND KEEP THE Medi-Cal DI SH MONEY. IS TH S LEGAL?
4 |S TH S EVEN ETH CAL? | T CERTAINLY IS DI SCRIM NATION. D. H S.

5 HAS PROM SED BI G SAVI NGS ON PAPERS W TH NUMBERS THAT ARE

6 CHANG NG SO FAST, |IT MAKES MY HEAD SPIN. WHO I S GO NG TO ASK

7 THE QUESTI ON AND WHAT ARE THE LONG TERM COSTS AND WHAT IS THE
8 LONG TERM PLAN? NI NE YEARS AGO, THERE WAS NO PLAN FOR THE

9 UNI NSURED EXCEPT CUT SERVI CES AND CUT STAFF. TODAY, THERE IS
10 STILL NO PLAN. PATIENTS WLL CGET SI CKER, OVERCRONDED EMERGENCY
11 ROOMS AND TAKE UP VALUABLE ACUTE BEDS. THREE | NDEPENDENT

12 AUDI TS PLUS DOCTORS AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSI ONALS STATE WE ARE
13 ALREADY SHORT 200 BEDS. CLOSI NG RANCHO AND CUTTI NG BEDS FROM
14 U S C WLL PUT US SOVEVHERE BETWEEN 400 AND 500 BEDS SHORT.

15 PRI VATE HOSPI TALS SUCH AS CEDARS HAVE REPORTED CONCERNS

16 REGARDING THEIR E. R s. ALL THE REPORTS, EXCEPT FOR THE

17 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES STATES L. A. COUNTY NEEDS A REHAB
18  FACILITY. I HEAR THE BOARD TALKI NG ABOUT HAVI NG TO MAKE TOUGH
19 CHO CES. CUTTI NG PROGRAMS FOR THE POOR AND THE DI SABLED | S THE
20 EASY CHOCE. IF YOU CAN T FUND RANCHO, THEN, TO QUOTE

21  SUPERVI SOR YAROSLAVSKY, SPIN US OFF, SUPPORT A TRANSI TION TO A
22 NONPROFI T AS RECOMVENDED BY G LL BASANO AND OTHERS. DO WHAT | T
TAKES TO SAVE RANCHO

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQU VERY MJCH.
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GREG THOWPSON: THANK YQU. [ Appl ause ]

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R NOE HERNANDEZ, AND THEN W LLI AM HAMPTON.

SPEAKER: GOOD MORNI NG BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS. MY NAME | S
ANTHONY HASHARAB. P.C. A, FOR WLLI AM HAMPTON. HE W LL BE USI NG
H S COMVUNI CATI ON DEVI CE AND | T TAKES JUST A MOMVENT LONGER TO
SPEAK THAN NORVAL. PLEASE BE PATI ENT.

Bl LL HAMPTON: |'M BILL HAMPTON. THIS IS MYy COVWUNI CATI ON

DEVI CE. | LIVE | NDEPENDENTLY I N A MODEST, ONE- BEDROOM
APARTMENT ALONG W TH My PET COCKER SPANI EL I N THE VALLEY.
AFTER SUFFERI NG A STROKE | N 1995, VWH CH RESULTED IN A YEAR IN
A NURSI NG HOME, | WAS REFERRED TO RANCHO I N 1996 BY THE

CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF REHABI LI TATI ON. RANCHO | NTRODUCED ME
TO A NEW LI NE OF TREATMENT BY SENDI NG ME TO | TS STRCKE
QUTPATI ENT PROGRAM | RECEI VED SURGERY ON My LEFT ARM
OCCUPATI ONAL PHYSI CAL AND SPEECH THERAPY. PHYSI CAL THERAPY
DECI DED | SHOULD GET A PONER CHAI R TO GET AROUND BETTER.
SPEECH THERAPY TOLD ME FROM THE START | SHOULD CONSI DER A
SPEECH DEVI CE, BUT | BORROWED I T A LONG TI ME. | HAD TWDO PHASES
AND THE REALITY | ABSCLUTELY NEEDED | T. THE FEAR OF THI S CUTS
ALL THIS BUT | DIDN T. FINALLY, | DI D CONCEDE TO CETTI NG THE
SPEECH DEVI CE. | HAD NO | DEA HON MJCH BETTER | T WOULD MAKE MY
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1 LIFE. | STARTED GO NG BACK TO MY A. A. MEETI NGS. LAST MONTH,
2 CELEBRATED NI NE YEARS OF SOBRI ETY, BUT FI RST | CONTACTED

3  RANCHO MY GRAND ZET CARD. | HAD TO FIND QUT HOW TO G VE A
4 SPEECH TO CELEBRATE THI S SOBRI ETY USI NG MY SPEECH DEVI CE. THEY
5 TAUGHT ME HOW TO STORE A SPEECH AND WHAT TYPE OF EQUI PMENT TO
6 USE SO | COULD BEST BE HEARD. WHAT WOULD | HAVE DONE HAD

7 RANCHO BEEN CLOSED? RECENTLY, | REQUESTED A CUP HOLDER FOR WY
8 CHAIR FROM THE MEDI CAL SUPPLY COMPANY RANCHO ORDERED THE CHAI R
9 FROM ORI G NALLY. THEY TOLD ME I T WOULD COST $175 PLUS A

10 PRESCRIPTION. | H'T THE CEILING AND TOLD THEM I WOULD EVALUATE
11 I T WTH RANCHO. JUST AS | THOUGHT, RANCHO SHONED ME SEVERAL

12 DI FFERENT PI CTURES OF CUP HOLDERS FOR UNDER $10. WHAT WOULD |
13 DO W THOUT RANCHO LOS AM GOS HOSPI TAL? [ Appl ause |

14

15  WLLIAM HAMPTON: | N SUMVARY, | FEEL RANCHO SHOULD BE ALLOWED
16 TO STAY OPEN. | F THE COUNTY WON' T SUPPORT THEM LET THEM BE A
17 PRI VATE, NONPROFI T HOSPI TAL. THANK YQU.

18

19  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ]

20

21  SPEAKER: [ Speaki ng Spanish ]

22

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R AND STATE THE NAME OF WHO YQOU RE SPEAKI NG
FOR.
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[EEN

SUP. MOLINA: HE DID SAY IT. "THE NAME OF MY SON | S" [ Speaki ng

N

Spani sh ]

4  SPEAKER: CKAY.

6 SUP. MOLINA: THE NAME OF M¥ SON | S. ..

00}

SPEAKER: [ Speaking Spanish ] [ Cying ].

10 SUP. MOLINA: ESPIRO | ASK YOU FROM MY HEART. ..

11

12 SPEAKER [ Speaki ng Spani sh ]

13

14  SUP. MOLINA: TO PUT YOUR HAND I N YOUR HEART AND DO NOT' CLOSE
15 THE HOSPI TAL. MY SON NEEDS I T. AND THANKS TO THE STAFF HE' S
16 ALl VE. AND THAT'S VWHY |' M HERE TO SPEAK TO YOQU. | WANT TO
17 G VE THANKS FOR ALL THE PEOPLE THAT ARE HELPING HM THAT IS
18 ALL.

19

20 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ]

21

22 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR MARY RI OS, ALAN TOY AND LU S MADA. MARY
RICS, ALLEN TOY, AND LU S MATA. W WLL GET SOVEONE TO
TRANSLATE HERE. SHE SAYS SHE' LL HAVE H M HERE RI GHT AWAY. WELL

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
76




January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 WVE ALVWAYS HAVE GLORI A MOLI NA, VWHO LL HELP US QOUT, FORTUNATELY.
2 YES PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME.

4 ALAN TOY: MY NAME | S ALAN TOY, AND | THI NK YOU ALL KNOW ME. |
5 WANT TO THANK YOU FOR THE SUPPORT THAT YOU VE SHOM | N THE

6 PAST TO THE DI SABI LI TY COWUNI TY, BUT |I'M HERE TODAY AS AN

7 ADVOCATE AND |'M HERE AS SOMVEONE VWHOSE HEART | S BREAKI NG

8 BECAUSE | T SEEM5S THAT YOU RE W LLING TO TURN YOUR BACKS ON THE
9 BEATI NG HEART, THE POUNDI NG HEART OF THE DI SABI LI TY COVMUNI TY
10 | N LOS ANGELES, WH CH | S RANCHO. FOR WHAT? A FEW M LLI ON

11 DOLLARS I'N NET SAVI NGS EACH YEAR, MAYBE? ALLEGEDLY? BUT THOSE
12 TALLY SHEETS HAVE BEEN COCKED AND BO LED AND SAUTEED TO COME
13 QUT TO MAKE THE CASE THAT THE COUNTY'S ONLY RECOURSE | S TO

14 CLOSE RANCHO. MEANVH LE, STUDI ES AT MY UNI VERSITY, U C L.A.,
15 HAVE SHOWN THAT MORE THAN A BI LLI ON DOLLARS | N UNCOLLECTED

16 TAXES EXISTS IN THI'S COUNTY, UNCOLLECTED PROPERTY TAXES, AND
17 I N RESPONSE TO THAT, SURE, YOUR ASSESSCRS SAY, "OH, WELL, WE
18  HAVE LI ENS ON THOSE PROPERTI ES, SO THAT MONEY'S ALL LOCKED UP
19 AND SAFE WHEN WE GET AROUND TO COLLECTING I T," BUT FOR SEVEN
20 LONG YEARS BEFORE THOSE LI ENS ARE PUT ON THE PROPERTY, YOUR
21  NEI GHBORHOCDS ARE DETERI ORATI NG, PEOPLE ARE LI VI NG I N SLUMS,
22 YOU RE CLOSI NG HOSPI TALS, AND CORRUPT PROPERTY OWNNERS ARE
LEAVI NG THE COUNTY BANKRUPT. WELL, | DON T TH NK THAT' S VERY
GOOD GOVERNANCE. THAT' S JUST MYy OPINION, BUT | TH NK YOU COULD
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1 DO A BETTER JOB OF COLLECTI NG TAXES SO YOU DON' T HAVE TO TAKE
2 THESE MEASURES. [ Appl ause ]

4 ALAN TOY: IN CLOSING WTH ALL DUE RESPECT, |'D LIKE TO

5 RECOMMEND THAT YOU ADJOURN THESE HEARINGS | N THE NAME OF -- I N
6 THE MEMORY OF COVMMON DECENCY, |N THE MEMORY OF FI SCAL

7 RESPONSI BILITY, AND I N THE MEMORY OF GOVERNVENTAL | NTEGRI TY.

8 THANK YOU.

10 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [ Appl ause ]

11

12 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR LUS MATA, DONNA BARRAS,

13 DR DONNA BARRAS, BERRIS... THANK YOU.

14

15 DR DONNA BARRAS: GOOD MORNI NG, THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNI TY
16 TO SPEAK TO YOU, |'M DR DONNA BARRAS AND |' M NOT ONLY A

17 PERSON WHO | S POST-POLI O, W TH POLI O AT 9 MONTHS OF AGE, AND
18 THEREFORE VERY MUCH A CONSUMER AND A WHEELCHAI R USER, BUT ALSO
19 A PHYSI Cl AN WHO FOR 45 YEARS HAS WORKED W TH ALL THESE

20 WONDERFUL PATI ENTS AT RANCHO, WHERE YOU VE SEEN THE RESULTS OF
21 THE TREMENDOUS REHAB DONE THERE. WE STILL DO I T, WE | NTEND TO
22 DO IT IN THE FUTURE, WE HAVE PROVI DED SO MUCH FOR SO MANY OVER
THE YEARS THAT | T SEEMS | NCONCEI VABLE TO ME THAT YOU COULD
EVEN THINK OF CLOSING I T IN ANY FASHION. SO | JUST URGE YOU TO
BE THERE FOR ALL WHO ARE NOT ABLE TO SPEAK FOR THEMBELVES. |
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1 THI NK THE GENTLEMAN WHO USED HI S ALTERNATI VE, AUGVENTED
2 COMMUNI CATI ON TO SPEAK TO YOQU WAS SOVETHI NG NEW FOR YQOU AND

3 SOMETHI NG THAT YOU NEED TO SEE. THI S GOES ON EVERY DAY AT

4  RANCHO, WHEN YOU SEE TWO SEVERELY | NVOLVED PATI ENTS, W TH

5 CEREBRAL PALSY, UNABLE TO SPEAK BEI NG ABLE TO COVMUNI CATE

6 BETWEEN THEI R BOARDS, THEI R SPEAKI NG EQUI PMENT, THE

7 ALTERNATI VE AUGVENTATI VE COVMUNI CATI ON DEVI CES. AND THE

8 WHEELCHAIR -- THE KIDS THAT GET AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE IN A

9 PONER WHEELCHAI R AS YOUNG AS 18 MONTHS OLD, A STUDY THAT' S

10 BEING RUN AT RANCHO AND RESEARCH BEI NG DONE W LL NOW HAVE THE
11 OPPORTUNI TY TO MOVE ABOQUT AND BE | NVOLVED I N THEI R COVWUNI TI ES
12 AND NOT | SOLATED I N SPECI AL SCHOOLS AND EVERYTHI NG ELSE. SO

13 THEY' RE TAUGHT TO BE | NDEPENDENT, HOPEFULLY TO GO TO WORK. AND
14 AS YOU VE HEARD FROM ANNI E RUTH AND BOB THONE, TWO MARVELQUS
15  ARTI STS OF WH CH THERE ARE MANY AT RANCHO PLUS OTHER THI NGS, |
16 JUST ASK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART TO REALLY RECONSI DER
17 ALL AVENUES BEFORE YOU THI NK OF CLCSI NG RANCHO. THANK YQU.

18

19 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. MARY RICS, LU S MATA,
20 RUBEN RICS. YES, MR RICS AND ALSO, IS MARY RIOS HERE OR? | S
21 SHE THERE? RUBEN RI OS AND LU S NMATA.

22

RUBEN RICS: H, MY NAME IS RUBEN RIGCS, |1'M 33 YEARS OLD, |
LI VE I N NORWALK. |I'M A REGQ STERED VOTER AND |' M JUST HERE TO
KIND OF SHOW MY SUPPORT FOR RANCHO AND | THI NK YOU SHOULD ALL
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KNOW HOW | MPORTANT I T I'S. |'VE BEEN I N A WHEELCHAI R HERE FOR
15 YEARS. AND | CAN HONESTLY TELL YOU THAT | WOULD NOT BE
ALI VE TODAY | F RANCHO WAS NOT' OPEN AT ANY Tl ME DURI NG MY LAST
15 YEARS. | THINK I T SAVED MY LI FE COUNTLESS TI MES AND | KNOW
THERE' S A VAY FOR YOU GQUYS TO SAVE RANCHO. YOU RE UP THERE
BECAUSE YOU RE | NTELLI GENT, YOU RE BRI GHT, YOU RE I N THOSE
POSI TI ONS FOR A REASON. | KNOW YOQU CAN FI ND A WAY TO SAVE
RANCHO. | THI NK JUST -- THI NK BACK TO WHEN YOU WERE

CAMPAI GNI NG FOR THOSE POSI TI ONS AND | F SOVEBODY WOULD VE SAI D
YOU COULD HAVE THOSE PCOSI TIONS |F YOU D FIND A WAY TO SAVE
RANCHO AND STI LL TAKE CARE OF THE BUDGET, | TH NK YOU WOULD VE
FOUND A VWAY, AND. [ Appl ause ]

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YOU RE | NTERFERING WTH H S ABILITY TO BE
HEARD.

RUBEN RI CS: SO PLEASE KEEP THAT IN M ND AND THI NK OF US, RI GHT
NOW YOU RE HOLDI NG A LOADED GUN I N YOUR HAND AND BY VOTI NG TO
CLOSE RANCHO, YQU LL BE HOLDI NG A SMOKI NG GUN I N YOUR HAND AND
TS GO NG TO COST A LOT OF LIVES, | PROM SE YOU THAT. THAT' S
NOT JUST OVER EXAGGERATI ON OR OVER DRANMATI ZATI ON. THANK YQU
FOR LI STENI NG

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQU VERY MJCH FOR BEI NG HERE. BOBBI
JEAN TANBERG AND G LBERT SALI NAS. WOULD THEY PLEASE COMVE
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1 FORWARD? BOBBI JEAN TANBERG AND G LBERT SALI NAS, AND AFTER
2 THAT WE' LL BE CALLI NG RON MARI NO AND AUDREY HAWIHORNE, | F YQU
3 COULD BOBBY JEAN TANBERG, G LBERT SALI NAS. JUAN MARI NO, AUDREY
4  HAWHORNE. NANCY BECKER- KENNEDY. WOULD SOVEONE LET ME KNOW I F
5 ANY OF THESE PECPLE ARE ON THEIR WAY? [ Inaudible ].

7 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R NANCY BUCKER- KENNEDY | S HERE. MARI A JACQUEZ
8 WLL FOLLOW NANCY BECKER- KENNEDY. MARI A JACQUEZ AND CHRI STI NA
9 GARC A

10

11 BOBBI E JEAN TANBERG My NAME | S BOBBI E JEAN TANBERG RANCHO
12 PROVI DES HEALTH CARE FOR THE CI TI ZENS OF L. A. COUNTY WTH

13 SEVERE PHYSI CAL DI SABI LI TIES, C TI ZENS THAT OTHER FACI LI TI ES
14 REFUSE TO ADM T OR DO THE BEST THEY CAN AND THEN THEY SEND

15 THEM TO US. SOME PATI ENTS HAVE LI TTLE FI NANCI AL AND EMOTI ONAL
16  SUPPORT, SOVE HAVE A PERSONAL HI STORY OF TRAGEDY WH CH WE

17 CANNOT | MAG NE. DESPI TE THAT L-COM STUDI ES SHOW THAT RANCHO
18 PATI ENTS PROGRESS, REQUI RI NG LESS ASSI STANCE AT DI SCHARGE

19 COVWPARED TO OTHER REHABI LI TATI ON FACI LI TI ES. WE HAVE SURVI VED
20 PRI VATE HOSPI TALS COVPETI NG FOR MEDI CAL PATI ENTS, BUDGET CUT-
21  BACKS, A COUNTY CASCADE OF STAFFI NG AND THE RUMORS OF CLOSURE
22 FROM'95. DESPI TE THESE OBSTACLES WE MAI NTAIN A H GH SENSE OF
PATI ENTS W TH MORE PATI ENTS WAI TI NG TO BE ADM TTED. TWO

| NDEPENDENT FI NANCI AL FEASI BI LI TY STUDI ES HAVE STATED THAT

G VEN THE OPPORTUNI TY RANCHO HAS THE ABI LI TY TO CONTI NUE TO
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PROVI DE SERVI CES W THOUT LONG TERM COUNTY SUPPORT. RANCHO HAS
BEEN CALLED THE JEWEL OF L. A. COUNTY. WE HAVE PROVI DED

Cl TI ZENS W TH NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED EXCELLENCE | N HEALTH CARE
FOR OVER 75 YEARS. NOWIT' S TI ME FOR THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS TO SHOW RANCHO AND MORE | MPORTANTLY THE
CITIZENS OF L. A COUNTY A LI TTLE RESPECT. RANCHO

ADM NI STRATI ON AND STAFF WOULD LI KE TO ONCE AGAI N BEAT THE
CDDS ALONG W TH QUR PATI ENTS. RANCHO PATI ENTS AND STAFF DO NOT
QUIT. COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, | ASK THAT YOU SHOW THE
SAME COURAGE AS QUR PATI ENTS. | AM REQUESTI NG THAT YOU AMEND
YOUR DECI SI ON TO CLOSE RANCHO AND ALLOW US TO TRANSI TION TO A
NONPROFI T HOSPI TAL.  THANK YQU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. [ Appl ause ].

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R AFTER NANCY BECKER- KENNEDY, MARI A JACQUEZ
AND CHRI STI NA GARCI A. YES, STATE YOUR NAME, PLEASE.

AUDREY HAWIHORNE: GOOD AFTERNOON, LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN. MY
NAME | S AUDREY HAWTHORNE. AND ALMOST TWO YEARS AGO | HAD
SUFFERED BRONCHI TI S. THE BRONCHI TI' S NEVER FULLY VEENT AVAY;,

I NSTEAD | T METAMORPHOSED | NTO SOME FORM OF LUNG DI SEASE THAT
'S STILL UNDETERM NED. SEVERAL MONTHS AGO DURI NG THE SUMMER |
MET A DOCTOR WHO AT ONE PO NT HAD BEEN AFFI LI ATED W TH RANCHO
LOS AM GCS. WE HAD DI SCUSSED YESTERDAY FI NALI ZATI ON OF SQOVE
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1 FORM OF TREATMENT, AND WH CH RANCHO W LL NOW BECOME A PART OF.
2 LUNG DI SEASE FOR PEOCPLE WTH DI SABILITIES I S MJCH MORE

3  DANGEROUS AS WELL AS I T WOULD BE FOR THE GENERAL POPULATI ON.

4 |ITIS-- [ Inaudible ]

6 AUDREY HAWTHORNE: THANK YOU. I T IS | MPERATIVE TO TREAT I T

7 AGGRESSI VELY I N ORDER FOR THE PATI ENT OR THE | NDI VI DUAL TO

8 CONTINUE TO MEET WTH THEIR LI FE. |'VE BEEN FORTUNATE SI NCE

9 THEN TO HAVE FAI RLY GOCD HEALTH AND MANY MEMBERS OF MY FAM LY
10 HAVE LIVED TO A RIPE OLD AGE. | I NTEND TO CONTI NUE TO DO SO

11 BUT I'T CAN' T BE DONE UNLESS THERE' S ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE

12 PROVI DED. DURI NG THOSE TWO YEARS | WVENT THROUGH THE MAI NSTREAM
13 MEDI CAL COMMUNITY I N VWH CH THEY COULD NOT HELP ME. UPON

14  FI'NDI NG THE | NDI VI DUALS THAT | NEEDED AND BEI NG ABLE TO GO

15  BACK TO RANCHO, | KNOW AND | HAVE HOPE THAT | CAN CONTI NUE

16 FORWARD. SPEAKI NG AS | DO NOW PUTS A GREAT DEAL OF PRESSURE ON
17 MY CHEST AND BREATHING I T IS | MPERATI VE THAT | GET My MEDI CAL
18  TREATMENT, AS WELL AS THE OTHER I NDI VI DUALS. I T IS APPALLI NG
19 WHEN PECPLE DECI DE TO TAKE DI SCRETI ONARY FUNDS AND PLACE THEM
20 ELSEWHERE. RANCHO IS NOT ONLY A CIVIL RI GHTS FORM OF KEEPI NG
21 OUR MEDI CAL THI NGS TOGETHER BUT I T IS A NECESSI TY FOR ALL OF
22 US. PLEASE, PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW RANCHO TO BE CLOSED. THANK
YQU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ].
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SUP. BURKE, CHAI R GARRETT PACO AND UMBERTO JI M NEZ W LL BE
THE PEOPLE THAT ARE CALLED AFTER THE SPEAKERS THAT ARE HERE.

JUAN MORENO MY NAME IS JUAN MORENO | WANT TO THANK YQU FI RST
OF ALL FOR ALLOWN NG ME TO SHARE AND BE HERE TODAY. OUR PLEA IS
SI MPLE, NOW KEEP RANCHO OPEN, THAT'S WHAT WE' RE HERE FOR. |
WORK AS A DI SABI LI TY ADVOCATE FOR THE COMVUNI TY REHABI LI TATI ON
SERVI CES. WE SERVE THE EAST LOS ANGELES AREA. WE PROVI DE

LI VI NG SKI LLS AND SERVI CES FOR THE DI SABLED COVMUNI TY, MOST OF
VWHOM ARE RANCHO LOS AM GOS CENTER PATI ENTS. RANCHO S SERVI CES
AND PROGRAMS HAVE ALLOWED ME TO GO ON TO COLLEGE AND BECOVE
EMPLOYED. NOW VWHEN | SAY ALLOWED | REFER TO RANCHO BEI NG

AVAlI LABLE TO ME AND THOUSANDS OF OTHER PEOPLE. THI S | S PROCF
BEFORE YOUR EYES, THI S IS EVI DENCE THAT RANCHO | S VERY

| MPORTANT TO ALL OF US AND THERE ARE SO MANY THAT WEREN T ABLE
TO BE HERE BEFORE US TODAY TO SHARE THEI R TESTI MONY AND HOW
SERI QUS RANCHO | S. FOR THE SEVERELY DI SABLED | F RANCHO CLCSES
THE SI MPLE FACT | S THAT RANCHO THEI R LI VES ARE JECPARDI ZED.

| TS GO NG TO BE EXTREMELY DETRI MENTAL TO THEI R HEALTH, BUT
RANCHO BEI NG AVAI LABLE TO THEM HAS -- | N OTHER WORDS THEI R

LI FE EXPECTANCY HAS SURPASSED THE EXPECTATI ONS OF MANY PEOPLE
OR My OTHER PHYSI CIANS, |'M SURE. ONE THING | DI DN T MENTI ON
BEFORE | WANT TO APPLAUD DON KNABE, SUPERVI SOR KNABE FOR YOUR
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1 SUPPORT IN THI S | SSUE. WE APPLAUD YOU AND | WOULD LI KE TO
2  THANK YOU FOR THAT. [ Appl ause ].

4 JUAN MORENO AND AGAI N RANCHO HAS BEEN | NSTRUMENTAL I N MY

5 SUCCESS | N BECOM NG EMPLOYED. WE ALL KNOW THAT WE NEED GOCD

6 HEALTH TO BE EMPLOYED. W THOUT RANCHO MY HEALTH M GHT GO DOWN
7 AND M GHT BE NEARLY | MPGSSI BLE FOR ME TO MAI NTAI N EMPLOYMENT
8 SO ONE THI NG WE NEED TO CONSI DER, WE NEED TO THI NK ABQUT | S

9 THAT EVERY SINGLE ONE OF THE | NDI VI DUALS HERE W THOUT A

10 DI SABILITY COULD WALK QUT THE DOOR, YOU COULD GO HOVE TONI GHT,
11 YOU COULD BE BEAT AND YOU GET A SERIQUS | NJURY, BE IN A

12 SERI QUS ACCI DENT WHI CH MAY BE -- YOU MAY BE -- AND YOU M GHT
13 END UP WTH A DISABILITY VHHCH M GHT -- AND ALL, YOU M GHT

14 NEED RANCHO SO | JUST WANT YQU TO THI NK OF ABOUT, YOU RE

15 GO NG TO NEED RANCHO, EVERYBODY NEEDS RANCHO. | T I'S NOT JUST
16 NOT, YOU KNOW JUST HAVE SOLUTIONS, -- COVE UP W TH DI FFERENT
17 ALTERNATI VES BUT DON T CLOSE RANCHO, THANK YQU.

18

19 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME.

20

21 MARI A JACQUEZ: GOOD AFTERNCON, MY NAME IS MARI A JACQUEZ. |

22 HAVE BEEN A RANCHO OUTPATI ENT FROM THE AGE OF 8 AND |I' M ALSO
AN EMPLOYEE. | AM ALSO THE PRESI DENT AND THE FOUNDER OF BOTH
THE WOVEN S WELLNESS EDUCATI ONAL GROUP FOR WOMVEN W TH SPI NAL
CORD I NJURI ES AND HI SPANI C WOVEN W TH DI SABI LI TI ES FOUNDATI ON.
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1  WE HAVE COLLECTED 9, 000 SI GNATURES OPPCSI NG TO CLOSE RANCHO
2 LGOS AM GOS NATI ONAL REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER AND HAVE BROUGHT
3 THEM FOR YOU TODAY. [ Appl ause ].

5 SUP. BURKE, CHAI R CONTINUE WTH YOUR STATEMENT. ALL RI GHT,
6 YOU KNOW VWHAT HAPPENS IS YOU CUT OFF HER TIME, WHICH I S
7 UNFAIR LET HER SPEAK AND WE WANT TO G VE HER HER FULL TI ME.

9 MARIA JACQUEZ: | ONLY HAVE ONE COMVENT TO SAY. |F YOU DEC DE
10 TO CLOSE RANCHO LOS AM GOS NATI ONAL REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER,

11 MANY PECPLE W TH SPI NAL CORD | NJURI ES LI KE MYSELF W LL SURELY
12 DIE. | ASK THAT YOU PLEASE LOCK | NTO YOUR HEARTS AND DO NOT

13 ALLOWTH S TO HAPPEN. THANK YOU.

14

15 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU. WOULD YOU STATE YOUR NAME,

16  PLEASE.

17

18  CHRI STI NA GARCI A: MY NAME IS CHRI STI NA GARCI A.  RANCHO LGOS

19 AM GOS REHABI LI TATI ON MEDI CAL CENTER I'S NOT AS SI MPLE AS JUST
20 ANOTHER COUNTY MEDI CAL CENTER YOU W SH TO CLOSE. RANCHO | S A
21  FACI LI TY THAT SPECI ALI ZES | N REHABI LI TATI ON TO ANY PERSON W TH
22 A DI SABI LI TY. EVERY PATI ENT RECEI VES THE QUALITY OF

SPECI ALI ZED CARE REGARDLESS OF FI NANCI AL OR | NSURANCE STATUS.
RANCHO S GOAL HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO HELP PATI ENTS, ENABLI NG THEM
TO LIVE LI FE TO THE FULLEST. | HAVE BEEN A PATI ENT SI NCE 1965

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
86




January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 AT AGE FI'VE, BORN W TH SPI NABI FFI DA, MY LI FE EXPECTANCY WAS
2 ACE 13. BUT BECAUSE OF RANCHO S SPECI ALI ZED CARE | LI VE

3 | NDEPENDENTLY, WORK FULLTI ME AND ON MY NEXT BI RTHDAY | WLL BE
4 43. CLOSI NG RANCHO W LL BE DEVASTATI NG POSSIBLY LI FE

5 THREATENI NG TO MYSELF AND TO OTHER COUNTLESS AMOUNT OF PEOPLE
6 WTH DI SABILITIES N OQUR FUTURE THAT DESERVE BUT W LL NOT

7 RECEIVE THE KIND OF CARE | HAVE. PREVENTI NG US TO LI VE OUR

8 LIVES TO THE BEST OF OQUR ABILITY AND OUR LIVES IS A TERRI BLE

9 THING TO WASTE. THANK YOU FOR LI STENI NG

10

11 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQOU. JANET PECO AND UVMBURTO JI MENEZ,
12 | F YOU ARE HERE PLEASE COVE FORWARD. | F NOT, SUZANNE RHODE AND
13 M CHAEL ROVERO, WOULD YOU PLEASE COVE FORWARD. AND THEN WE' RE
14 GO NG TO CALL FLORES, WELL I THINK I T'S MOSES FLORES. AND THE
15 NURSE WLL SPEAK FOR H M SUZANNE RHODA AND M CHAEL ROMERO.

16 OKAY. THEY' RE COM NG AND THE LAST TWO PEOPLE WE' LL BE CALLI NG
17 INTH S GROUP WLL BE NI CHOLAS DEW TT AND HUGH HENDENBURG. | F
18 YOQU D LIKE TO START. TELL H M TO COVE ON FORWARD. MOSES FLORES
19 -- HUM? [ Inaudible ].

20

21 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. ALL RIGHT. WOULD YQU LIKE TO

22 START? DO YOU WANT THEM TO GO FI RST?

MOSES FLORES: | WANT TO FAM LI ARl ZE MYSELF.
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT.

MOSES FLORES: MY NAME IS MOSES FLORES, |1'M 20 YEARS OLD AND - -

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR COULD WE PLEASE HAVE EVERYONE QUI ET PLEASE?

MOSES FLORES: MY NAME' S MOSES FLORES, |'M 20 YEARS OLD AND
" VE BEEN A PATI ENT AT RANCHO SINCE | WAS 13. AND | WOULDN T
BE HERE | F IT WASN T FOR MY DOCTORS AT RANCHO | WOULDN T BE
ALI VE. SO BREAKI NG My HEART | F RANCHO CLOSES BECAUSE THEY' RE
KEEPI NG ME ALI VE.

LaVERN GREEN: MOSES IS PRETTY NERVOUS NOW BUT |' M LaVERN GREEN
AND I'M H S NURSE THAT TRAVELS HOVE WTH HM AND |'VE BEEN
FOLLOW NG MOSES FOR NEARLY A YEAR. AND OVER I'N RANCHO THEY
HAVE PROVI DED HI M EXCELLENT CARE. MOSES | S A MUSCULAR
DYSTROPHY PATI ENT AND HE HAS FREQUENTLY PNEUMONI A. AND W THOUT
BEI NG AT RANCHO AND HAVI NG THE CONSTANT TREATMENT AND THE
NURSES AND H S DOCTOR G LMORE AND OTHER STAFF MEMBERS WORKI NG
WTH HM HE WOULD NOT BE ALI VE TODAY. YOU CAN SEE HE'S ON A
VENTI LATOR THAT KEEPS H M BREATHI NG AND HE REQUI RES LOTS OF
TREATMENT. AND ALSO WHAT HE HAS DONE, WHICH | S SO
TREMENDOUSLY, THI' S YEAR HE'S ALSO | S ATTENDI NG CERRI TCS
COLLEGE, WHICH | S AT THE RANCHO LOCATI ON.
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1 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THAT'S WONDERFUL.

3 LaVERN GREEN: AND THI S IS JUST A TREMENDOUS PROGRESS FOR MOSES
4 AND |'"M ALL EXCI TED TO BE WORKI NG W TH H M OVER AT RANCHO

6 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THAT'S MARVELOUS, WONDERFUL. YOU REALLY
7 HAVE A LOT OF STRENGIH, TO BE COVMENDED.

9 LaVERN GREEN. THANK YQU, JUST KEEP RANCHO OPEN.

10

11 NANCY BECKER- KENNEDY: DEAR HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE BQOARD OF
12 SUPERVI SORS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, ON BEHALF OF THE PERSONAL
13 ASSI STANCE SERVICES COUNCIL I WSH TO SPEAK WTH YOU TODAY. I T
14 |S THE M SSI ON OF THE PERSONAL ASSI STANT SERVI CES --.

15

16 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR AND YOUR NAME | S?

17

18 NANCY BECKER- KENNEDY: OH MY NAME | S NANCY BECKER- KENNEDY, |'M
19 CHAIR OF THE PERSONAL ASSI STANT SERVI CES COUNCIL -- |I'M CHAIR
20 OF THE SERVI CE ENHANCEMENT DELIVERY. IT'S THE M SSI ON OF THE
21 PERSONAL ASSI STANCE SERVI CES COUNCI L TO | MPROVE THE LI VES OF
22 ALL WHO USE AND PROVI DE | N- HOVE SUPPCORTED SERVI CES. MOST OF

23 OUR P. A S.C. CONSUMER BOARD MEMBERS, AS WELL AS MANY OF QOUR
24 125, 000 I N- HOVE- SUPPORTED SERVI CES CLI ENTS WHOM WE ARE
25  APPO NTED BY YOU TO SERVE CAME THROUGH RANCHO LOS AM GOS
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1  HOSPI TAL AND RELY ON | T TO CONTI NUE TO LI VE | NDEPENDENTLY I N
2 LOS ANGELES COUNTY QUTSI DE OF | NSTI TUTI ONS. QOUR CLI ENTS ON

3 RESPI RATORS FOR EXAMPLE LIVE I N CLUSTERS AROUND RANCHO LOS
4 AM GOS HOSPI TAL BECAUSE THE PULMONARY UNI T WHERE THEY CAN

5 RECElI VE ONE OF MANY SPECI ALI ZED OUTPATI ENT SERVI CES, THEY

6 CANNOT BE FOUND ANYWHERE ELSE I N THE COUNTY OR EVEN I N OTHER

7 STATES. THE | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG OF QUR CONSUMERS | N ECONOM C

8 TERMS SAVES LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A

9 MLLIONS OF DOLLARS | N COSTLY | NSTI TUTI ONALI ZATI ON. THE VALUE
10 OF LIVING FREE LI VES OUTSI DE OF I NSTI TUTI ONS I N HUVMAN TERMS | S
11 | NCALCULABLE. WE APPRECI ATE THE EXTREMELY DI FFI CULT POCSI Tl ON
12 N VH CH YOU FI ND YOURSELVES, HONEVER WE DON T KNOW I F YOU RE
13 AWARE OF HOW DEVASTATI NG THE CLOSI NG OF RANCHO LOS AM GOS

14  HOSPI TAL WOULD BE NOT ONLY TO PEOPLE WHO HAVE DI SABI LI TI ES NOW
15  BUT ALSO THE CI TI ZENS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY WHO ARE NOT NOW

16 DI SABLED. | N RECENT YEARS PEOPLE W TH NEW.Y DI SABLI NG

17 CONDI TI ONS DUE TO STROKE, ACCI DENTS OR MERELY A SEN OR

18 BREAKING A H P ARE OFTEN DI SCHARGED DI RECTLY TO NURSI NG HOMES,
19 REGARDLESS OF THEIR AGE OR THE ABI LI TY TO BE REHABI LI TATED AND
20 RETURNED HOVE TO ACTIVE, VITAL LIVES IN THE COWUNI TY. I|F

21  RANCHO LOSS AM GOS HOSPI TAL 1S PERM TTED TO CLOSE, COUNTLESS
22 CITIZENS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY WLL LOSE THEI R FREEDOM TO LI VE
I N THEI R HOVES DECADES BEFORE THI S | S NECESSARY. AND | N

VI OLATI ON OF THE OLMSTEAD SUPREME COURT DECI SI ON ENSURI NG THE
RI GHTS OF ALL LIVES QUTSI DE OF I NSTI TUTI ONS. NOT ONLY W LL
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1  TH S ROB THOUSANDS OF CURRENT AND FUTURE CI TI ZEN OF LGOS
2 ANGELES COUNTY OF THEI R FREEDOM BUT I T COULD START A TERRI BLE
3 SHOCK WAVE THROUGH THE NATI ON. | F AN | NTERNATI ONALLY RENOWNED
4 REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER OF THE MAGNI TUDE OF RANCHO LOSS AM GOS

5 HOSPI TAL I N THE NATION S MOST PROGRESSI VE CITY IS PERM TTED TO
6 CLOSE, PEOPLE WLL BE | NSTI TUTI ONALI ZED THROUGHOUT THE NATI ON
7 AS THE REHABI LI TATI ON NECESSARY TO LIVE ONE'S LIVES IN ONE' S

8 HOVE EVAPORATES. ON BEHALF OF 125,000 |I.H S.S. CLIENTS WE

9 SERVE, MANY OF WHOM COULD NOT CONTI NUE TO LI VE | NDEPENDENTLY
10 |IN THE COWUNI TY W THOUT RANCHO LOS AM GOS SPECI ALl ZED

11 QUTPATI ENT SERVI CES AND ON BEHALF OF UNTOLD NUMBERS OF

12 CITI ZENS WHO W LL SOVEDAY NEED THI S REHABI LI TATI ON TO ADJUST

13 TO THE AG NG PROCESS OR TRAUVA, WE ENTREAT YOU TO DO WHATEVER
14 | S NECESSARY TO KEEP RANCHO LOS AM GOS HOSPI TAL OPEN.

15

16 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH WOULD YOQU G VE US YOUR
17 NAME, SIR THANK YOQU.

18

19 DAVID WOLF: THANK YOU. My NAME |S DAVID WOLF. | WORK ACRCSS

20 THE STREET AT THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES. BUT | KEEP THE CI TY

21  VERY WELL OCCUPI ED. AS COW SSI ONER OF DI SABILITY, |'M

22 SPEAKI NG FOR MYSELF AS AN I NDI VIDUAL. NO ONE -- | TH NK THE
PEOPLE WHO CAME BEFORE ME, BEFORE, HAVE STATED MORE ELOQUENTLY
THAN | COULD STATE ANYTHI NG BUT | ASK THE BOARD OF

SUPERVI SORS TO THI NK ABOUT THI S | SSUE. | F YOU CLOSE TH S

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
91




January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 HOSPI TAL AND REDUCE THE NUMBER OF BEDS AT COUNTY U.S.C., THESE
2 I NDIVIDUALS W LL NOT JUST EVAPORATE. THE COUNTY AND COUNTY

3 SERVI CES WLL NEED TO TAKE CARE OF THI'S CONSTI TUENCY. YOU W LL
4 JUST BE SHI FTING THE COST | NTO SOVE OTHER LOCATI ON AND YOU LL
5 HAVE TO DEAL WTH I T DOAN THE LINE. MY NEXT PO NT IS, BY

6 REDUCI NG THE NUMBER OF HOSPI TAL BEDS, ISN' T L. A COUNTY BEI NG
7 PUT | NTO POSSI BLE DANGER BY A POTENTI AL -- BY A POTENTI AL

8 TERRORI ST ATTACK | F THERE |'S SUCH? | N FACT CAN TH S COUNTY

9 DEAL W TH POTENTI AL DANGER? AND | DON T THI NK BY CUTTI NG DOV
10 ON THE NUMBER OF BEDS OR BY CLOSI NG UP HOSPI TALS VWE' RE SENDI NG
11 A VERY GOOD Sl GNAL ACROSS THE NATI ON AND ACROSS THE WORLD THAT
12 WE RE CAPABLE OF DEALING W TH AN | SSUE AND CAPABLE OF DEALI NG
13 WTH TH'S VERY SERI OUS | SSUE. THANK YOU.

14

15 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [ Appl ause ].

16

17 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR |S SUSAN RODER HERE? ALL RI GHT, SUSAN

18 RODER.

19

20 SUSAN RODER: MY NAME | S SUSAN RODER THE FIRST THING | WOULD
21 LIKE TO SAY |'S THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR ALLOW NG ME TO SPEAK. |
22 WAS | NTRODUCED TO RANCHO I N 1966. MY GENERAL ORTHOPEDI C DOCTOR
TOLD ME | HAD DEVELOPED SCOLI OSI' S AND TOLD ME THERE WASN T ANY
EXPERTI SE TO SAVE ME WTH TH'S CONDI TION. HE DI D SEND ME TO
RANCHO LOS AM GOS AT THAT TIME | WAS 10 YEARS OLD. FROM THAT
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1 TIME SPAN | SPENT THREE AND A HALF YEARS OF MY LI FE LIVING AT
2 RANCHO | HAVE BEEN GO NG THERE EVER SI NCE THEN. TWO YEARS AGO
3 | WAS TOLD THAT | NEEDED A BOOKER URI NARY DI VERSI ON. | VENT TO
4 ONE HCSPI TAL, TO ANOTHER HOSPI TAL, TO ANOTHER HOSPI TAL. | ONLY
5 HAVE MEDI CAL. | AM A VERY COWLEX CASE BECAUSE OF MY SEVERE

6 CEREBRAL PALSY. | WAS BORN FI VE MONTHS PREMATURE, ONE POUND,

7 FI'VE QUNCES. NO DOCTOR WLL PUT THEI R HANDS ON ME BECAUSE OF

8 HGH R SK OF ALLERG ES TO MEDI Cl NE AND OTHER MEDI CAL

9 COWPLI CATIONS. | AM NOT' ONLY HERE ON BEHALF OF MYSELF TODAY

10 BUT ON BEHALF OF ALL THE PECPLE, | NCLUDI NG MY PEERS, WHOM I

11 HAVE SHARED ROOVS W TH FOR ALL THESE YEARS, AND WE HAVE BECOME
12 ROOMVATE FRI ENDS AND FAM LY. RANCHO IS My HOVE AVWAY FROM WY

13 HOVE. BECAUSE OF RANCHO, AT THE AGE OF 21 | WAS TOLD IF I DO
14 NOT HAVE THESE TREATMENTS | WOULD BE BED- BOUND FOR THE REST OF
15 MY LI FE BECAUSE |'M SO SEVERE AND THEY WERE W LLI NG TO TAKE

16 THE RRSK WTH ME | AM SI TTI NG HERE TCDAY PROUDLY TO SPEAK TO
17 YOU, TO TELL YOU MY STORY AND TELL YOU THAT | LI VE

18 | NDEPENDENTLY TOO. [ Inaudible ] FRIENDS TO TAKE | N COVPANY.

19 |IT'S A EQAL OPPORTUNITY OF MNE. | ASK YOQU JUST FOR ONE

20 SECOND TO CLOSE YOUR EYES AND ASK YOURSELF WHAT WOULD YOU DO
21 IF 1T WAS ONE OF YOURS, AND IN CLOSING | TELL YOU ONLY THROUGH
22 DI SABI LI TIES AND PEOPLE' S ATTI TUDES. THANK YQU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQU. YES, SIR
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1 MCHAEL ROVERO WY NAME'S M CHAEL ROVERO, |'M AN I N- PATI ENT IN
2  RANCHO LOS AM GOS. M. GLORIA MOLINA, 1'M -- YOU REPRESENT MY
3 CITY AND ALSO I KNOW YOUR FI ELD DEPUTY ALAN BADA REALLY GOOD,

4 A BEST FRIEND OF M NE, AND | JUST WANT TO TELL YOU ALL THAT

5 RANCHO LOS AM GOS, |F IT WASN' T FOR RANCHO LOCS AM GCS | THI NK
6 | WOULD VE BEEN DEAD. | CAME QUT OF A -- | WAS SHOT I N THE

7 NECK AND THEN AFTER THAT | RECOVERED SO WELL THAT THE HELP

8 FROM THE PT AND THE OT's AND THE NURSI NG STAFF I N RANCHO, THEY
9 REALLY HELPED ME THROUGH. AND | SEE THEM HELPI NG A LOT OF

10 PEOPLE, THROUGH. | WANT TO TELL YOU THI S STORY. THERE WAS THI S
11 MAN WALKI NG DOMWN THE ROAD. AND THEN HE WAS ROBBED AND HE LEFT
12 THEM -- THEY ROBBED HI M AND HE WAS LEFT TO DI E. AND THERE WAS
13 THREE PEOPLE WALKI NG BY, ONE WAS A PRI EST WALKI NG BY AND HE

14 JUST LEFT HM ALONE. AND THE OTHER WAS A LEVI. HE LEFT H M --
15 HE WALKED ON BY AND LET H M GO. ANOTHER ONE WAS A GOOD

16 SAMARI TAN. AND THE GOOD SAVARI TAN HELPED H M UP, GOT' H M UP

17 AND THEN HELPED H M ' TIL THE END, AND PAI D FOR THE WAGES OF

18 THE HOTEL TO STAY AT. | ALSO -- ALL THESE PEOPLE ARE HERE.

19 THEY ARE GOOD SAMARI TANS JUST LI KE THAT MAN. AND THEN | WANT
20 TO JUST ASK YQU, YOU JO N IN BEI NG THE GOOD SAMARI TANS, ALSO
21 | DON' T MEAN THAT -- WE HAVE THE G TY OF ANGELS IN L. A BUT
22 WE HAVE THE CI TY OF ANGELS | N RANCHO LOS AM GOS. THANK YQU
VERY MUJCH. |'D LIKE TO -- | GOI' LETTERS, 2,000 LETTERS TO
REPRESENT FOR THE RANCHO. THANK YOQU.
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1 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJCH YES SIR, STATE YOUR
2 NAME

4 N CHOLAS DEW TT: MY NAME IS NI CHOLAS DEW TT. | WANT TO THANK

5 YOU FOR THE TI ME YOU VE G VEN ME TODAY. |'M SPEAKI NG OBVI QUSLY
6 | N OPPOSI TION OF CLOSI NG RANCHO. | SPEAK FROM PERSONAL

7 EXPERIENCE. | WAS A PATI ENT AT RANCHO LOS AM GOS FROM DECEMBER
8 1968 THROUGH APRIL OF 1969, SO TO BE DA NG YOUR MATH, WAS 35

9 YEARS AGDO AND LEST YOQU THI NK My RANCHO EXPERI ENCE ENDED AT

10 THAT PONT INTIME, |IT DID NOT. | HAVE BEEN AN OUTPATI ENT AT
11 RANCHO LGOS AM GOS THROUGHOUT THE LAST 35 YEARS, | STILL CARRY
12 MY RANCHO CARD, PATI ENT NUMBER 80933 IN MY BRI EFCASE AND | T

13 HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF GREAT | NFORMATI ON AND STRENGTH FOR ME

14 DURI NG THAT WHOLE PERI OD OF TI ME. JUST BRI EFLY, WHEN | WAS 18
15 YEARS OLD | LIVING IN | NDIANA, | HAD A TUMOR I N MY SPI NE. |

16 CAME OUT HERE FOR SURGERY AND WAS G VEN THE G FT OF LIFE AS A
17 RESULT OF THE SURGERY AND WAS ASKED TO GO TO RANCHO HOSPI TAL

18  FOR REHABI LI TATI ON. THE SURCERY LEFT ME A PARAPLEG C. AT THE
19 SAME TI ME My PARENTS WERE IN THE M DDLE OF A DI VORCE, | WAS

20 OQUT HERE ALL BY MYSELF AT ACGE 18 AND M¥ MOTHER HAD TO GO BACK
21 HOVE TO TAKE CARE OF THREE YOUNGER CHI LDREN, MY BROTHERS AND
22 SI STERS. AND ALTHOUGH | WAS ALONE, RANCHO PROVI DED TO Mg, AS

| T HAS FOR THOUSANDS OF OTHERS, A TEMPORARY HOVE. RANCHO ALSO
PROVI DED ME W TH | NFORVATI ON WHI CH HAS LASTED A LI FETI ME. THEY
PROVI DED LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR ALL OF THEI R | NJURED PATI ENTS
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ALONG A BROAD RANGE OF DI SABI LI TIES, THEY TAUGHT ME THE
BASI CS, FROM KNOW NG HOW TO USE A WHEELCHAI R, HOW TO TRANSFER
TO THE BED, THE SHONER, THE BATHROOM THE CAR, HOW TO PI CK
YOURSELF UP | F YOU FELL DOW, HOW TO JUWP A CURB BEFORE THE
DAYS OF CURB CUTS, HOW TO DRI VE, HOW TO AVAO D PRESSURE SORES,
VWHAT KI ND OF CUSH ON TO USE, HOW TO AVAO D BLADDER | NFECTI ONS,
HOW TO USE THE BATHROOM THEY COUNSELED ME AND MY PARENTS ON
HOW TO ADAPT, WHAT TO EXPECT, PSYCHOLOG CAL | SSUES, HOW TO
DEAL W TH BENEFI TS AND MONEY. BUT MOST OF ALL RANCHO PROVI DED
A SUPPORT TO ME, THEY NEVER FELT SORRY FOR THE PATI ENTS THERE.
THEY TAUGHT THEM HOW TO GO ON WTH THEIR LIFE, WHICH | DI D,
GO NG ON TO GRADUATE FROM LAW SCHOOL HERE I N LOS ANGELES,
MARRYI NG ONE OF THE NURSES | MET AT RANCHO, AND WE' VE BEEN
MARRI ED NOW FOR 28 YEARS. [ Appl ause ].

NI CHOLAS DEW TT: | VEENT ON TO BECOVE A FEDERAL PROSECUTOR HERE
I N LOS ANGELES, BE A MEMBER OF A PRI VATE LAW FI RM AND NOW
HAVE MYy OON LAW FIRM THE LESSON HERE |'S NOI' THAT EVERYONE WHO
GOES TO RANCHO W LL BECOME A LAWER, GOD KNOAS WE DON T ALL
WANT THAT [ Laughter ].

NI CHOLAS DEW TT: BUT THE LESSON |'S THAT EVERYBODY WHO GOES TO
RANCHO COMES OUT OF THERE BETTER THAN THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN
OTHERW SE. [ Applause ] AND | JUST WANT TO CHALLENGE YOU AS
POLITICIANS -- | KNOW MY TIME |'S UP. BUT CHALLENGE YOU AS
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PCLI TICI ANS. | HAVE TWO PEOPLE SOVEWHAT ON DI FFERENT POLI Tl CAL
SPECTRUMS, JOHN KENNEDY AND RONALD REAGAN. JOHN KENNEDY WHEN
HE WAS FI RST ELECTED PRESI DENT SAID TO A GROUP OF POLI TI CI ANS,
HE SAI D "WHEN AT SOME FUTURE DATE THE HI GH COURT OF HI STORY
SITS I N JUDGVENT OF EACH OF US, QOUR SUCCESSES, OUR FAI LURES I N
VWHOEVER OFFI CE WE MAY HOLD, OUR SUCCESS W LL BE MEASURED BY
THE ANSVERS TO FOUR QUESTI ONS: WERE WE TRULY PCLI TI CI ANS OF
COURAGE, WERE WE TRULY POLI TI CI ANS OF JUDGVENTS, WERE WE TRULY
PCLI TI CI ANS OF I NTEGRI TY, AND WERE WE TRULY PCLI TI CI ANS COF

DEDI CATI ON. " RONALD REAGAN IN HI'S FI RST | NAUGURAL ADDRESS AS
PRESI DENT SAID "THE CRI SIS WE ARE FACI NG TODAY REQUI RES OUR
BEST EFFORTS AND OUR W LLI NGNESS TO BELI EVE I N OQURSELVES AND
TO BELI EVE | N OUR CAPACI TY TO PERFORM GREAT DEEDS, TO BELI EVE
THAT TOGETHER WE CAN HELP AND RESCLVE THE PROBLEMS THAT NOW
CONFRONT US. AFTER ALL, WHY SHOULDN T WE BELI EVE THAT, WE ARE
AMERI CANS. " YOU MUST KEEP RANCHO OPEN.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOQU. NOWJCE TUSI A, | JUST GOT TH S

CARD FOR JCE TUSI A AND HUGH HENBURG. NOW ARE THEY HERE? HUGH

HENBURG - HI NDI NBERG

HOLLANDBERG HOLLANDBERG

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R HOLLANDBERG, AND JCE TUSI A. TUSI A? AND
AFTER THEY SPEAK WE W LL CALL UP THE REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE
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1 OFFI CE OF ASSEMBLYMAN MARCO FI REBAUGH. AND LAURA BARRERA.
2 AFTER THESE TWO SPEAKERS. | S THERE ANYONE ELSE WHO HAS
3 REQUESTED TO SPEAK AT THI' S TI ME?

5 HUGH HOLLANDBERG GOCD MORNI NG -- OR GOOD AFTERNOON.

7 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WE LL GO BACK DOMWN AND GET THERE -- WE' LL
8 GO DOMN AND GET YOUR NANMES.

10 HUGH HOLLANDBERG. YES, HUGH HOLLANDBERG | HAVE HAD THE

11 GLORI QUS OPPORTUNI TY OF KNOAN NG EACH OF YOU SUPERVI SORS

12 I NDI VI DUALLY FOR A LONG PERICD OF TI ME. |'VE BEEN PROUD TO

13 KNOW YQU. |'M SOVEVWHAT LESS PROUD TO KNOW YOQU TODAY. | THI NK
14 THAT THE CLOSI NG OF RANCHO | S SHORT- SI GHTED, TO SAY THE LEAST.
15 YOU ARE FORCI NG PECPLE W TH SI GNI FI CANT PHYSI CAL DI SABI LI TI ES
16 TO A LI FE CONFI NED TO A NURSI NG HOVE, BECAUSE THEY W LL NOT BE
17 ABLE TO GET THE CARE THAT | S COST- EFFECTI VE TO ALLOW THEM TO
18 GET BACK IN THE COMMUNI TY AND BECOVE PRCDUCTI VE MEMBERS OF

19 SOCIETY. | WAS PRI VI LEGED TO BE SELF- EMPLOYED FOR 40- SOVE- ODD
20  YEARS AND | PAID I N My HARD- EARNED MONEY TO THE FEDERAL

21 GOVERNMENT AND | OWNED PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES,
22 | PAID MY PROPERTY TAXES. AND IT WAS -- AND TO CLOSE RANCHO
DI MS THE LI GHT OF HOPE THAT PEOPLE W TH SI GNI FI CANT

Dl SABI LI TIES HAVE OF BEING -- COMVE ON, WLL YOQU LOOK AT Mg,
FOR CHRI ST' S SAKE? [ Appl ause ].
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HUGH HOLLANDBERG YQOU SEE ME AS AN | NDI VI DUAL, YOU DON T SEE
ME AS A CHAIR, YOU DON' T SEE ME AS SOVETHI NG THAT YOU HOPE TO
GOD YOU LL NEVER BE. YOU KNOW YOU DON' T HAVE THE RI GHT TO
CLOSE RANCHO. YQOU DO NOT HAVE THE RI GHT TO CLOSE THE ONE

EVI DENCE OF HOPE THAT PEOPLE W TH SI GNI FI CANT DI SABI LI TI ES
HAVE IN THI S COUNTY. SO EXPLORE, HOLD OFF ON YOUR RUSH TO
JUDGVENT, LET THE PECPLE OF THE COUNTY TRY AND DEVELOP THE
SQUTH SI DE OF THE CAMPUS SO THAT I T CAN BE USED TO FUND
RANCHO, TO FUND HOPE BECAUSE GCD FORBI D YOU MAY, DUE TO AN
ACCI DENT, TO A SHOOTI NG OR SI MPLY BECAUSE YOU WERE BORN THREE
MONTHS PREMATURE TO BE -- TO HAVE A SI GNI FI CANT DI SABI LI TY AND
| HAVE COVE BEFORE YOU VWHEN |' VE BEEN AMBULATORY, | HAVE COVE
BEFORE YOU WHEN | HAVE BEEN USI NG A CANE, | HAVE COVE BEFORE
YOU WHEN | ' VE USED A MANUAL WHEELCHAI R AND NOWI'M I N A POAER
CHAIR. GOOD LORD W LLING THE NEXT TIME I'LL BE I N A GURNEY
BUT GODDAWN | T, |'LL BE HERE BECAUSE |I'M A HUVAN BEI NG AND |
DESERVE THE RI GHT TO LIVE THE BEST | CAN LI VE AND YOU CANNOT
CLCSE RANCHO. YOU OVNE I T TO THE PEOPLE OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY
TO KEEP I'T OPEN. THANK YOU VERY MJUCH, | HAVE A LETTER I'D LI KE
TO LEAVE.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT, THANK YOU. THERE WERE SOVE
PEOPLE WHO | CALLED WHO DI D NOT HEAR ME WHEN | CALLED THEM AND
| KNOW I T PERHAPS | T WAS BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLE WHO V\ERE
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1 CHEERING AND |'D LIKE TO ASK THEM TO COVE UP NON W LLI AM
2  HAMPTON, MARY RIOS. AND | CALLED A COUPLE OF TI MES MARY RI OGS
3 BEFORE THE OTHER RI OS CAME UP. MARY RIOS, LU S MATA -- ALL

4 RIGHT, YES, WOULD YQU -- UH HUH. PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME.

6 JOE TUSIA: MY NAME IS JOE TUSI A AND | REPRESENT A NONPROFI T

7 ORGANI ZATI ON CALLED BEYOND | NJURY AND ALSO A MEDI CAL SUPPLY

8 COVPANY CALLED EXTREME MEDI CAL. | WAS | NJURED ABQUT NI NE YEARS
9 AG A VICTIMOF VICLENT CRIME. | ENDED UP AT RANCHO LGS

10 AM GOS MEDI CAL CENTER. A LOT OF THE PEOPLE HERE THAT WERE

11 I NJURED I N A TRAUMVATI C SENSE THEY, YOU KNOW THEI R PARENTS OR
12 THEIR FRI ENDS GET A PHONE CALL. YOU KNOW YOUR SON M GHT NOT
13 MAKE | T THROUGH THE NI GHT. GOD HOPES YOU NEVER HAVE TO GO

14  THROUGH SOVETHI NG LI KE THAT BUT WHEN YOU GET TO RANCHO LGOS

15 AM GOS YOU ARE OBVI QUSLY DOWN. BUT RANCHO NEVER COUNTS YQU

16 OUT. RANCHO G VES YQU HOPE. THEY G VE YOU YOUR LI FE BACK, | S
17 REALLY WHAT IT AMOUNTS TO. |I'M A LI TTLE UNFAM LI AR W TH WHO
18  VOTED WH CH WAY. COULD I SEE A SHOW CF HANDS ON WHO VOTED NOT
19 TO CLOSE RANCHO. [ Appl ause ]

20

21 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR JUST TO CLARI FY THERE ARE A NUMBER OF

22 PROPCSALS. ONE IS FOR I T TO BECOVE PRI VATE FACI LITY, BUT TH S
ONE' S BEFORE US RI GHT NOW
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1 JOE TUSIA: 1'D LIKE TO BE HEARD, PLEASE. ALSO |'D LI KE TO SEE
2 A SHOW OF HANDS ON WHO VOTED TO CLOSE RANCHO, PLEASE. |F

3 YOU RE BEH ND YOUR DECISION |' D LI KE TO SEE A SHOW OF HANDS, |
4 DONT THNK IT'S TOO MUCH TO ASK.

6 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YEAH | THINK IT'S QUT OF CRDER, | TH NK
7 THAT THIS IS THE SECOND HEARI NG WE HAVE A NUMBER OF THI NGS
8 THAT ARE BEFORE US AND WE HAVE A REPORT BEFORE US.

10 JOE TUSI A: OKAY. RESPECTFULLY. LISTEN I WOULD LI KE TO SAY

11 TH'S. IF YOU ARE EMBARRASSED TO RAI SE YOUR HAND TO CLOSE

12 RANCHO, THERE IS A PROBLEM THERE IS A PROBLEM HERE. THERE' S A
13 LOT OF ALTERNATI VES. MAYBE YOU MADE THE DECI SI ON TO CLOSE

14 RANCHO BEFORE YOU HAD ALL THE | NFORVATI ON. | TOTALLY

15 UNDERSTAND THAT AND | RESPECT THAT BUT NOW THAT EVERYTHI NG I S
16 ON THE TABLE | THI NK RANCHO DESERVES A CHANCE TO MAKE I T ON

17 THEIR OMN. GREAT PEOPLE WORK THERE. RANCHO W LL MAKE | T WORK
18 |'LL GUARANTEE YOU THAT. THE PEOPLE THAT ARE | NVOLVED THERE,

19 THE MANAGEMENT, THEY CAN MAKE RANCHO A PROFI TABLE FACI LI TY.

20 |'D LI KEN CLOSI NG RANCHO TO KI CKING A GUY WHEN HE' S DOWN. YOU
21 KNOW ALL THE PEOPLE YOU SEE HERE, YOU KNOW PRCODUCTI VE

22 PEOPLE, THEY COME HERE, THEY SUPPORT, THEY' RE | NVOLVED. AND W\E
ARE HERE TO SPEAK TODAY FOR THE PECPLE THAT CAN T BE HERE AND
THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE HAD NOT YET BEEN | NJURED. AND |'LL TELL
YOU TH'S, IF YOU HAD A FAM LY MEMBER THAT HAD A TRAUVATI C
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INJURY, |IF YOU HAD A FAM LY MEMBER THAT WAS | NJURED THAT WAS
PARALYZED, YOU WOULD NOT EVEN CONSI DER CLOSI NG RANCHO. BECAUSE
TH SIS -- [ Appl ause ]

JOE TUSIA: THIS I S A STATE- OF- THE- ART FACI LI TY. WHEN YOU GO TO
OTHER STATES, PEOPLE ALWAYS TALK ABOUT RANCHO LOS AM GOS

MEDI CAL CENTER. | T HAS A H STORY. AND | RESPECTFULLY REQUEST
THAT YOU KEEP RANCHO OPEN. THANK YOU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. [ Appl ause ].

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR NOW W LLI AM HAMPTON -- YOU KNOW WHAT' S
HAPPENED | S THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO HAVE PUT THEI R NAMES | N AND
DURI NG THE APPLAUSE WE CALL THEI R NAME AND THEY HAVEN T BEEN
HEARD. W LLI AM HAMPTON, LU S MATA, WOULD YQU PLEASE COVE
FORWARD, G LBERT SALI NAS, JANET PACHO, AND STEVE LONG AND
UMBERTO JI M NEZ, PLEASE COME UP IN THE ORDER | CALLED YOUR
NAME AND I F YOU RE NOT I N THAT LI ST WE WLL ASK YOU TO COVE UP
AFTER THESE PECPLE HAVE CONCLUDED SPEAKI NG ALL RI GHT, WLLI AM
HAMPTON. | THOUGHT HE HAD SPOKEN. ALL RI GHT, LU S MATA, DI D
YOU SPEAK? [ I naudible ].

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR DI D YOU ALREADY SPEAK? G LBERT SALI NAS, DI D
YOU ALREADY SPEAK? JANET PECO, DI D YOU SPEAK? UMBERTO JI M NEZ?
STEVE LONG? ALL RI GHT, STEVE LONG WOULD YOU PLEASE COVE UP?

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
102



January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 AND WOULD ALL THE PEOPLE WHOSE NAMES | DI D NOT CALL BUT WHO
2 WSH TO SPEAK G VE THEI R NAMES TO THE OFFI CER THERE AND -- AS
3 YOU COME UP. WELL THE DOCTORS ARE GO NG TO HAVE TO -- LET ME
4 EXPLAIN. THE DOCTORS ARE GO NG TO HAVE TO SPEAK ALONG W TH

5 TH S PACK OF PEOPLE. AND | DON' T WANT TO I NSULT YOU, CALLING
6 YOU PACK OF PEOPLE. |'M SORRY. [ Laughter ].

8 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR TH S I SN T WHAT WE CALL NEXT -- ALL RI GHT,

9 STEVE LONG IS COM NG UP. ARE THERE -- YOU HAVE -- VWHY DON T

10 YOU GO DONWN THERE AND GET SOVE OF THESE SHEETS AND HAVE THE

11 PEOPLE WHO DI D NOT' SPEAK WHO ARE WHEELCHAI R USERS, WHO WANT TO
12 SPEAK, TO GET THEI R NAMES. BECAUSE | DON T KNOW WHAT' S

13 HAPPENI NG RI GHT NOW AND WE CAN ASK THE PECPLE WHO W SH TO

14  SPEAK WHOSE NAMES HAVE NOT BEEN CALLED TO COVE UP HERE, WHO

15 ARE WHEELCHAI R USERS, PLEASE COVE ON UP. WELL, WE CAN TAKE THE
16 FIRST TWO PEOPLE UP HERE. WOULD YOU PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME,

17 SIR

18

19 STEVE LONG MY NAME | S STEVE LONG

20

21 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

22

STEVE LONG CONTI NUE? OKAY THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNI TY - -
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SUP. BURKE, CHAIR |'M GO NG TO ASK EVERYONE TO PLEASE G VE
H M YOUR ATTENTI ON, TO BE QU ET SO HE CAN BE HEARD. THANK YOU.

STEVE LONG |'D JUST LI KE SOME OF THE OTHER PEOPLE HERE, A
LONG TI ME RANCHO PATI ENT, | WAS A PATIENT IN '63 AND 40 YEARS,
STILL AN QUTPATI ENT. | HAVE FOUND THERE JUST ARE NO PRI VATE
PHYSI CI ANS I N THE COVMUNI TY THAT KNOW ANYTHI NG ABOUT SPI NAL
CORD I NJURY. | FINALLY FOUND ONE AND I T'S MORE | THAN SHE
THAT' S DI CTATI NG MY CARE. UNFORTUNATELY | F I HAVE ANY

SI GNI FI CANT | SSUES AND | NEED TO GO BACK AS AN QUTPATI ENT
THAT' S WVHERE THE EXPERTISE IS AND | REALLY DON T THI NK THERE
ARE ANYBODY | N THE COMMUNI TY THAT HAS THAT | NFORVATI ON OR
KNOALEDGE. JUST PERSONALLY AS A LONG TERM PERSON AND AG NG
WTH A DI SABILITY, I'MNOT SURE WHAT THE ANSVWER S GO NG TO BE
IN THE FUTURE W THOUT RANCHO. |'D LI KE TO JUST REFERENCE THE
AUDI T THAT THE BOARD COMM SSI ONED, THE BLUE CONSULTI NG

COMM SSI ON. AND |I' D JUST REFERENCE THAT THE BOARD WAS ALSO

| NFORMED THAT AN ALTERNATI VE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE BY RANCHO
LOS AM GOS COULD SAVE THE COUNTY APPROXI MATELY $64 M LLI ON FOR
FI SCAL YEAR 2004 AND $70 M LLION FOR 2005 AND 2006. D.H.S.,
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES BELI EVES THAT SI M LAR

SAVI NGS ARE PGOSSI BLE AFTER CLOSI NG RANCHO -- SOVEHOW I DON T
GET THAT. | F WVE CAN SAVE MONEY THROUGH ALTERNATI VE GOVERNANCE
VHY DO WVE HAVE TO GO TO THE PO NT WHERE WE HAVE TO CLOSE
RANCHO? | T DOESN T SEEM TO MAKE MUCH SENSE TO ME. THE OTHER

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
104



January 28, 2003

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 ISSUE IS THAT -- "M QUOTING |IT S ON PAGE THREE. D.H. S. AND
2 RANCHO, AND ITS ABILITY TO MAKE SI GNI FI CANT CHANGES AS AN

3 ALTERNATI VE GOVERNANCE OR NONPROFI T I'N THEI R OPERATI ONS OVER A
4 RELATIVELY SHORT PERI OD OF TI ME MAY OR MAY NOT BE ACHI EVABLE
5 POSES A POTENTI ALLY SUBSTANTI AL RI SK TO THE COUNTY. AND |'M

6 NOI' SURE HOWIT COULD BE MORE OF A RISK UNTIL ALL OF THE

7 PECPLE HAVE TESTI FI ED HERE. SO THAT JUST DCESN T MAKE SENSE

8 EITHER AND IT GOES ON TO THESE REPORTS THAT THERE AREN T THE
9 SERVICES IN THE COMMUNITY, THERE AREN T THE STAFF I N THE

10 COVWUNITY, THERE I SN T THE EXPERTI SE I N THE COVWUNI TY. SO |

11 CERTAI NLY SUPPORT THE MOTI ON TO KEEP THI S OPEN. G VE RANCHO A
12 CHANCE TO SUCCEED, G VE IT A CHANCE TO -- | TH NK WE VWERE

13 Gd VEN THE FALSE HOPE VWHEN RANCHO WAS NOT CLOSED OR CONVERTED
14 |IN THE PAST. WE HAVE A CHANCE. LET'S MAKE TH S HAPPEN, THANK
15 YQU.

16

17 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT, THANK YOU. JEFFREY KLEASE AND
18  MANUEL ANDROTTI, PLEASE COVE FORWARD. SIR, JUST COVE FORWARD.
19

20 DR ANDREW SACKS: THANK YOU FOR HEARI NG ME TODAY. MY NAME | S
21 DR ANDREW SACKS AND | HAD A SPI NAL | NJURY 18 YEARS AGO AND
22 W THOUT | NTENSE REHAB BOTH -- CLOSE TO SI X MONTH | N- PATI ENT
AND CLOSE TO A YEAR QUT- PATI ENT AT LEAST AFTERWARDS THERE | S
NO WAY |' D BE UP HERE TODAY SAYI NG DR. BEFORE MY NAME. AND |
REALLY WOULD LI KE TO EMPHASI ZE HOW | MPORTANT REHAB | S AFTER A
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TRAUVATI C I NJURY. AS | STATED, |I'M A PSYCHOLOG ST AND | WORK
AT RANCHO | N DEALI NG WTH ALL THE | NDI VI DUALS. AND I T'S SO
TRAUVATI C THAT TO -- TO FATHOM THE FACT THAT | F RANCHO WASN T
HERE, | NDI VI DUALS WOULD BE | N AN ACUTE- CARE HOSPI TAL FOR A
COUPLE OF WEEKS OR MAYBE A MONTH AND THEY WOULD END UP JUST I N
NURSI NG HOVES W TH NO LI VES AND NO KNOW HOW TO TAKE CARE OF
THEMSELVES. 1 T'S UNI MAG NABLE. AND ALSO ONE OF THE -- ONE OF
THE MAIN SERVI CES THAT' S ALSO PROVI DED AT RANCHO, ONE OF THE
SI DE EFFECTS | GUESS, FOR LACK OF A BETTER TERM AT THI S TI ME,
OF DI SABI LITY I S PRESSURE SORES, WOUNDS, AND RANCHO HAS A
STATE- OF- THE- ART WOUND CARE UNI T. THE SURCGEON THERE PROVI DES
SURGERI ES TO FI X PRESSURE ULCERS. THAT I T'S A SERVI CE THAT' S
NOT DUPLI CABLE, ESPECI ALLY HERE | N SOUTHERN CALI FORNI A. SO
JUST LI KE EVERYONE ELSE HAS STATED BEFORE, PLEASE CONSI DER ALL
OF THI S AND HOPEFULLY YOQU LL BE ABLE TO CHANGE YOUR M ND AND

KEEP RANCHO OPEN. THANK YOU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOQU VERY MJCH. YES, SIR, WOULD YOU
PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME.

ANGEL WATERS, JR : GOCD AFTERNOON, MY NAME' S ANCEL WATERS, JR
| " M HERE REPRESENTI NG PEOPLE FROM RANCHO. | LEFT WORK TODAY TO
COME HERE BECAUSE THI S | S VERY | MPORTANT TO ME AND TO MANY
PEOPLE HERE. | WAS A GUNSHOT WOUND VICTIM | GOI' SHOT I N WY
HEAD, IN THE BRAIN. | DON T KNOWIF ANY OF YOU HAVE BEEN SHOT
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1 INTHE BRAIN BUT I T IS REAL HARD AND TO SURVI VE AND THEY GAVE
2 YOU NO HOPE. THEY SAID I WAS GO NG TO BE A MUTE, GO NG TO BE A
3 VEGETABLE, WOULDN T BE ABLE TO TALK, WALK OR ANYTH NG AND HERE
4 | AM NOW | GOT REHABI LI TATI ON AT RANCHO LCS AMGCS, IT'S A
5 VERY GOOD HOSPI TAL, MANY PEOPLE USE I'T AND I'M HERE, YOU KNOW
6 TO REPRESENT | T AND ASK YOU PLEASE NOT TO CLOSE RANCHO ' CAUSE
7 | T HELPS A LOT OF PECPLE AND THAT' S WHY ALL THESE PEOPLE ARE
8 HERE IN THE BACK OF Mg, ' CAUSE THEY HELPED THEM QUT, TOO AND
9 WE NEED TH S HOSPI TAL FOR EVERYBODY BECAUSE | T REHABI LI TATES A
10 LOT OF PEOPLE SO THEY CAN MOVE ON AND BE SUCCESSFUL I N LI FE
11 AND NOT JUST BE DEPRESSED AT HOVE AND KI LL THEMSELVES ' CAUSE
12 THEY' RE IN A WHEELCHAIR. SO I ASK YOU NOT TO CLOSE RANCHO AND
13 | QUOTE, THAT THAT STATEMENT YOU GOT ON THE WALLET THERE, THE
14 GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOCPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PECPLE, WE
15 ARE THE PEOPLE AND WE NEED THI S HOSPI TAL AND YOU ARE THE
16 GOVERNMENT AND WHY -- | F YOU ARE AGAI NST US, YOU KNOW YOU RE
17 CLOSI NG DOMWN THE HOSPI TAL SO WHY | F YOU ARE FOR US, HOW CAN
18 YQU BE AGAINST US. SO | ASK YOQU NOTI' TO CLOSE DOMN THI S
19 HOSPI TAL, RANCHO LOS AM GOS CENTER BECAUSE I T HELPS A LOT OF
20 PEOPLE, A LOT OF DI FFERENT RACES AND DI FFERENT DI SABI LI Tl ES.
21 SO | ASK YOU PLEASE NOT TO CLOSE THI S HOSPI TAL AND KEEP I T I N
22 MND THAT WE ALL NEED THI' S AND I T'S BETTER FOR EVERYBODY I N
THE COVMUNI TY, | N CALIFORNI A, ALL OVER THE WORLD. IT'S A
NATI ONAL REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER. SO I F YOU CLOSE THI S HOSPI TAL,
| WLL NOT BE ABLE TO HAVE THE CHANCE TO WALK EVER AGAI N AND
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1 MANY PEOPLE THAT HAVE DI FFERENT NEEDS AND THEY W LL DI E AND
2 THEY WLL HAVE DI FFERENT THI NGS THAT W LL AFFECT THEM AND

3 THEIR FAMLIES. SO YOU KNOW | ASK YOU PLEASE NOT TO CONSI DER
4 1T IN YOUR HEART AND HAVE COVPASSI ON AND | F GOD IS W TH US,

5 WHO CAN BE AGAI NST US, THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ].

7 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. MAY | JUST -- YES,

8 SIR COME RIGHT UP HERE. MAY | CLARIFY. WHAT |I'M GO NG TO DO
9 |S CALL THE DOCTORS AFTER ALL WHEELCHAI R USERS HAVE SPOKEN. | F
10 ITS ADOCTOR VHO IS A WHEELCHAI R USER WE W LL CALL YQU IN

11 PRIORITY. AFTER THE CONCLUSI ON OF THAT W WLL CALL THE

12 DOCTORS, WE W LL ALSO CALL THE REPRESENTATI VE AND STATE

13 LEGQ SLATORS. YES SI R

14

15 JEFFREY CRESSEY: THANK YOU, MY NAME | S JEFFREY CRESSEY. FOR

16 THE LAST 23 YEARS |'VE BEEN EMPLOYED BY THE FEDERALLY FUNDED
17 SPI NAL CORD | NJURY PRQIECT LOCATED AT RANCHO. AND |I'M NOT HERE
18  TO I NSULT YOUR I NTELLI GENCE BY DI SCUSSI NG THE OBVI QUS AND

19  NUMEROUS MORAL | SSUES | NVOLVED HERE. | WANT TO FOCUS ON ONE

20 LINE FROM DR GARTHWAI TE' S LETTER OF JANUARY 28t h. THE LI NE,

21 AND I'M QUOTI NG, " PROVI DE OR PURCHASE MANDATED SERVI CES AND

22 OTHER FACI LI TIES FOR THE COUNTY'S MANDATED POPULATI ON', WVH CH
VE ALL KNOW MEANS THE POOR. THI S OF COURSE | S RELATED TO

SECTI ON 17000 OF THE WELFARE AND | NSTI TUTI ON CCDE WHI CH
MANDATES AS YOU KNOW RELI EF AND SUPPCORT FOR THOSE
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1 | NCAPACI TATED BY ACCI DENTS. WHO HAS THE EXPERTI SE TO PROVI DE
2 PROPER RELI EF AND SUPPORT FOR THE TYPES OF SEVERE DI SABI LI Tl ES
3 SEEN AT RANCHO? YOU CANNOT PURCHASE RELI EF AND SUPPORT FOR

4 THESE SEVERELY DI SABLED PEOPLE. FROM THE FOLLOW UP RESEARCH

5 WE' VE CONDUCTED, AND AS A CONSUMER | SUGGEST THAT YOU W LL

6 SPEND MONEY ON THE COUNTY'S MANDATED POPULATI ON I N THE MOST

7 EXPENSI VE ARENA POSSI BLE, THE EMERGENCY ROOM THE COST OF ONE
8 SPINAL CORD I NJURY, THE LI FETI ME CARE COST OF ONE SPI NAL CORD
9 | NJURY CAN EXCEED OVER ONE M LLI ON DOLLARS. THE ARGUVENT THAT
10 CLOSURE SAVES MONEY |S A SPECI QUS ONE, VWH CH WLL CARRY WTH
11 | T TRAG C AND UNNECESSARY RESULTS. |'M AWARE THAT THE

12 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES | S HEMORRHAG NG MONEY. RANCHO | S
13 THE CROMN JEVEL OF D.H S. USE IT PROPERLY AND LET I T BECOVE

14 PART OF THE SOLUTI ON, NOT THE PROBLEM RANCHO CAN WORK. PLEASE
15 DON T CLOSE THE DOCR ON THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO OPEN | T. THANK
16 YQU.

17

18  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH WOULD YOU STATE YOUR
19 NAME, PLEASE.

20

21 DEBBI E TANAKA: My NAME | S DEBBI E HALLS TANAKA AND | FEEL

22 COVPELLED TODAY TO COME AND SPEAK ON BEHALF OF RANCHO LGOS

AM GOS. VWHEN | HAD My ACCI DENT BACK I N 1966 | WAS ONLY 16
YEARS OLD AND AT THAT TIME, A LITTLE WAS GO NG ON | N TERVS OF
REHABI LI TATI ON. THERE WERE NO CURB CUTS, THERE WERE NO
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1 ACCESSI BLE REST ROOMS AND ARCHI TECTURAL BARRI ERS WERE A
2 COMMONPLACE. BUT WHAT | HAVE GOTTEN FROM RANCHO HAS BEEN THE

3 ABILITY TO BE ABLE TO GO AND WORK AFTER FOUR YEARS OF WY

4 ACCIDENT. | ALSO WANT TO SPEAK ON BEHALF TCODAY OF THE -- ON

5 BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REHAB. |'M ALSO A VOCATI ONAL REHAB
6 COUNSELOR AND SUPERVI SOR FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF REHAB AND
7 | WANT TO SAY THAT PEOPLE ARE NOT GO NG TO BE ABLE TO GO TO

8 WORK IF THEY DO NOT HAVE THE SKI LLS AND ABI LI TI ES AND THE

9 TECHNIQUES IN WH CH TO LI VE THEI R LI VES | NDEPENDENTLY. AND

10 THAT DOESN' T JUST MEAN TO LIVE IT -- YOU KNOWN BEI NG ABLE TO
11 DO THI NGS ON YOUR OMWN BUT BEI NG ABLE TO UTI LI ZE, | NSTRUCTI NG
12 OTHERS HOW TO HELP YQU. BEI NG | NDEPENDENT MEANS A LOT MORE

13 THAN JUST BEI NG ABLE TO TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF, | T ALSO MEANS
14 BEI NG ABLE TO SUPPCORT YOURSELF AND HAVE A LI VELI HOOD. | WANT
15 TO THANK YOU FOR THI S OPPORTUNI TY TO SAY THAT W THOUT THE

16  TRAI NI NG THAT RANCHO PROVI DES TO SO MANY | NDI VI DUALS. YOUR

17 DI SABLED COWUNI TY WLL NOT BE AS OQUT THERE | N THE FOREFRONT
18  TRYI NG TO MAKE A WAY FOR THEMSELVES AND TO LI VE | NDEPENDENTLY
19 AND BE ABLE TO WORK, THANK YOQU.

20

21  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOQU VERY MJUCH. AND YOUR NAME, SIR?

22 YOU KNOW SOVEHOW I DON T THI NK ANYONE UNDERSTOOD. WE CANNOT
HAVE CLAPPI NG AND | KNOW EVERYONE, WE REALLY ACGREE W TH THE
THI NGS THAT PEOPLE ARE SAYI NG, BUT WE' RE GO NG TO ASK YQU JUST
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TO NOT CLAP AFTER EACH PERSON SO THAT WE CAN GET -- MOVE TH' S

-

2 AND EVERYONE CAN BE HEARD.

4 TYLER HUNT: MY NAME | S TYLER HUNT AND | HAVE BEEN GO NG TO

5 RANCHO SI NCE | WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD. ONE OF THE MOST | MPORTANT
6 THINGS TO ME | S A WHEELCHAI R SPORTS PROGRAM THI S SPORTS

7 PROGRAM HAS CHANGED MY LI FE IN SO MANY WAYS. | T MEANS THE

8 WORLD TO ME. EACH DAY | LOOK FORWARD TO THE OPPORTUNI TY TO BE
9 A REGULAR KI D, AND TO BE ACCEPTED FOR WHO I AM AT RANCHO I

10 HAVE SO MJUCH FUN AND | LEARN SO MANY THI NGS THAT | COULD NEVER
11 LEARN ANYWHERE ELSE. MOST | MPORTANTLY | HAVE LEARNED THAT | AM
12 CAPABLE OF ANYTHI NG | CAN DO ANYTHING I SET MYy M ND TO. |

13 PLAN TO GO TO COLLEGE AND LI VE A LI FE LI KE EVERYONE ELSE.

14 W THOUT RANCHO I KNOW I T WOULD BE HARDER AND PROBABLY SHORTER.
15 WHAT A SCARY THOUGHT, | BEG YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART TO
16 KEEP RANCHO OPEN. THANK YOU.

17

18  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR COULD WE HAVE YOUR NAME AGAI N?

19

20 TYLER HUNT: TYLER HUNT.

21

22 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR TYLER HUNT. THANK YQU. YES, AND PLEASE
STATE YOUR NAME, SIR

MANUEL ANDRADE: MY NAME IS MANUEL ANDRADE.
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SUP. BURKE, CHAI R MANUEL ANDRADE, YES.

MANUEL ANDRADE: |'VE BEEN AN OUTPATI ENT AT RANCHO LOS AM GOS
SINCE | GOTI' HURT I N 1991. RANCHO LOS AM GO HAS ALL THE CARE
THAT | NEED AS WELL AS FOR OTHER | NDI VI DUALS W TH

DI SABI LITIES. | F YOU CLOSE RANCHO, WE WOULD NOT HAVE A PLACE
TO GO, AND AS TYLER HUNT MENTI ONED, RANCHO LOS AM GO NATI ONAL
REHABI LI TATI ON CENTER ALSO PROVI DES A WHEELCHAI R SPORTS
PROGRAM VWHERE, FOR EVERY | NDI VI DUAL WHO WOULD LI KE TO TRY
PLAYI NG WHEELCHAI R BASKETBALL, TENNI' S, HOCKEY, FOOTBALL,
BASKETBALL, PLEASE DON' T CLOSE RANCHO. OTHERW SE MYSELF, AS
VELL AS OTHER | NDI VI DUALS WTH THI' S DI SABI LI TY, WLL NOI' HAVE
A PLACE TO GO TO THANK YOU.

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R THANK YOQU VERY MJCH AND YOUR NAVME PLEASE?

FRANCES OZER: MY NAME IS FRANCES OZER. | LIVE I N PASADENA. AND
| STAND BEFORE YOU TODAY FOR TWO REASONS. THE FIRST IS TO d VE
MY VO CE TO THE GRAVE CONCERNS OVER YOUR DECI SI ON TO CLOSE
RANCHO LGS AM GOS, AND THE SECOND REASON | S SI MPLY BECAUSE |
CAN. | AM NO LONGER AFFI LI ATED WTH THE CENTER. RATHER, | AM A
RANCHO GRADUATE WHO OVWES HER CURRENT LI FE TO THOSE DEDI CATED
STAFF MEMBERS WHO TAUGHT AND ASSI STED ME. 14 MONTHS AGO, | WAS
RUSHED TO THE HOSPI TAL W TH SEVERE BACK PAI' N. UNFORTUNATELY, |
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HAD ALLOVNED MY HEALTH I NSURANCE TO LAPSE. THE FI RST HOSPI TAL
VHERE | WAS TAKEN, GOOD SAMARI TAN, REFUSED TO TREAT ME AND
DUMPED ME AT U. S.C. L. A COUNTY HOSPI TAL I N THE M DDLE OF THE
Nl GHT. GO AHEAD AND TELL ME THI' S DCESN T HAPPEN. | KNOW

DI FFERENTLY. THE DOCTORS AT L. A. COUNTY PERFORVED EMERGENCY
SURGERY ON My BACK, AND VWHEN | WOKE UP SEVERAL HOURS LATER, |
WAS PARALYZED FROM THE H PS DOM. THROUGH ALL OF THI'S, | STILL
CONSI DER MYSELF TO BE ONE OF THE LUCKY ONES. A WEEK AFTER WY
SURGERY, A BED BECAME AVAI LABLE AT RANCHO. | SPENT NI NE AND A
HALF VWEEKS WORKI NG W TH A TEAM OF AMAZI NG DOCTORS, THERAPI STS,
AND SPECI ALI STS WHO TREATED NOT ONLY JUST MY | NJURY, BUT WY
ENTI RE PERSON. | T WASN T RANCHO THAT | LEARNED HOW TO DRESS,
FEED, AND CARE FOR MYSELF. | WAS TAUGHT THE NECESSARY TOCLS
FOR ADAPTI NG TO MY NEW LI FE W THI N A BODY THAT, AFTER 44
YEARS, NO LONCER RESPONDS AS | T USED TO UNDERSTAND THAT MY
CASE IS NOT' UNTQUE. | AM ONLY ONE OF THE MANY SUCCESS STORI ES
BEGUN AT RANCHO. |'VE HEARD SO MANY TI MES THAT THI S DECI SI ON
TO CLOSE RANCHO HAS NOTHI NG TO DO W TH THE WORLD- CLASS

FACI LI TIES AND THE STAFF. RATHER, EVERYTHI NG TO DO W TH THE
BOTTOM LI NE, WTH MONEY. WELL, THE BOTTOM LINE IS TH S:

W THOUT THE TRAI NI NG | RECEI VED AT RANCHO, | WOULDN T BE WHERE
| AM TODAY: EMPLOYED FULL Tl ME AND COVPLETELY OFF STATE
SUPPORT. THI S QUALI FIES ME AS A RANCHO SUCCESS, BEI NG ABLE TO
RECLAIM My DIGNITY, MY LIFE, TO BE ABLE TO PAY TAXES. |F
RANCHO HADN T BEEN THERE, | WOULD VE BEEN SENT TO A NURSI NG
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HOVE, | WOULD VE SPENT THE REST OF MY LI FE ON STATE SUPPORT.
SO WEIGH I T AGAI NST A LI FETI ME OF BEI NG COVPLETELY DEPENDENT,
THE FEW MONTHS THAT | NEEDED ASSI STANCE WERE WELL WORTH THE

STATE' S | NVESTMENT, AND THAT' S THE BOTTOM LI NE. THANK YQU. [

Appl ause ].

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YOUR NAME, SIR?

JUAN G ARI LOAY: | JUST WANT TO THANK YOU GQUYS FOR G VI NG ME
THE TI ME TO SPEAK. MY NAME | S JUAN G ARI LOAY.

SUP. BURKE, CHAI R PLEASE STATE I T ONE MORE TIME, | WANT TO BE
SURE VWE CGET YOUR NAME CORRECT.

JUAN G ARI LOAY: SURE, MY NAME IS JUAN G ARI LOAY AND | WAS A

VI CTIM OF A DRI VE-BY SHOOTI NG I N 1993 THAT LEFT ME PARALYZED
FROM THE WAI ST DOMN. | T WAS THROUGH RANCHO THAT | WAS ABLE TO
GET MY LI FE BACK TOGETHER. THEY WERE THE ONES THAT | NTRODUCED
ME TO SPORTS, EDUCATI ON, AND TO FI NALLY GETTI NG A JOB. W THOUT
THAT GUI DANCE AND HELP FROM THEM | WOULD VE BEEN ON THE
STREETS LIVINGON S.S. 1., WHICH | KNOW THAT IS SOVETH NG THAT
YOU GUYS DON' T WANT, FROM WHAT YOUR PEOPLE. RANCHO HAS G VEN
ME A LOT OF DREAM5S, THEY GAVE ME DREAMS TO PURSUE My EDUCATI ON
TO BECOVE A COUNSELOR FOR PECPLE LI KE MYSELF | N WHEELCHAI RS.
T 1S THROUGH RANCHO THAT | FOUND THE DESI RE TO DO BETTER AND
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1 NEVER TO RETURN TO A LIFE OF CRIME. PLEASE FIND A SOLUTI ON
2 WTHOUT CLOSI NG RANCHO. | KNOW THAT YOU ARE TRYI NG TO DO YOUR
3 BEST BUT CLOSI NG RANCHO I'S NOT A SCLUTI ON TO YOUR PROBLEMS. | N
4 THE LONG RUN, PATIENTS WLL D E IF YOU GQUYS CHOCSE TO CLOSE

5 RANCHO PLEASE THI NK ABOUT THAT. THANK YOU.

7 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. AND YOUR NAME, SIR?

9 VMITHING MW NAME IS VITH ING | GOI HURT AT THE AGE OF FI VE
10 | N RESCUE CAMP I N THAI LAND. | MOVE HERE IN '87. | REHAB AT

11 RANCHO EVER SI NCE. RANCHO HAVE REHABBED ME | N MANY WAYS. THEY
12 HELPED ME TO DRI VE, TRANSFER FROM My WHEELCHAI R TO A SHO/ER
13 BENCH, BED, JUMP OFF THE CURB AND BACK ON AGAI N. W THOUT

14 RANCHO, | NDEPENDENT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSI BLE. BY CLOSI NG
15 RANCHO, THE FUTURE OF PEOPLE W TH DI SABILITY WLL BE MORE

16 DEPENDENT ON OTHER, LIKE WH CH | WAS AT THE AGE OF FI VE, WHEN
17 | WAS SI X. COUNSELCR, PLEASE DO NOT PUT VALUE ON LIFE. IT IS
18 PRI CELESS. BY SHUTTI NG DOMWN RANCHO, YOU ARE KI LLI NG MY

19 COVMINITY AND MY FI NE COVWUNI TY. LOOK AT THEM THEY' RE HERE
20 BECAUSE THEY DON T WANT THEI R COMVUNI TY TO BE KI LLED.

21  COUNSELOR YOU ARE GUARDI AN ANGEL, PLEASE MAKE THE RI GHT

22 DECI SION, WTH THE STROKE OF YOUR PEN YOU W LL KILL MANY

LI VES. KEEPI NG RANCHO OPEN | S THE SOLUTI ON. THANK YOQU.
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1 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQU, AND YOUR NAME, PLEASE STATE YOUR
2 NAME

4 DAVID OSENA: MY NAME IS DAVI D OSENA, AND I WAS HURT I N 1998.

5 |IFITWSNT FOR RANCHO | PROBABLY WOULDN T BE HERE RI GHT NOW
6 | WOULDN T BE AS | NDEPENDENT AS | AM AND AS ACTIVE AS | AM |

7 AM A STUDENT RI GHT NOW I AM WORKI NG ON MY H STORY DEGREE AND |
8 WLL HOPEFULLY BE TEACH NG SOON. |IF I'T WASN T FOR RANCHO |

9 WOULDN T BE ABLE TO GET IN AND OQUT OF My CAR, | WOULDN T BE

10 ABLE TO SHOWER, WOULDN T BE ABLE TO GET IN AND OQUT OF My BED,
11 | WOULDN T HAVE THE WHEELCHAI R SKI LLS THAT | HAVE JUST LI KE

12 EVERYBODY ELSE. AND ALSO THROUGH THEI R SPORTS PROGRAM | HAVE
13 ONCE AGAI N STARTED PLAYI NG ATHLETI C FOOTBALL, HOCKEY,

14 BASKETBALL, AND THERE'S SO MANY SPORTS QUT THERE FOR EVERYBODY
15 ELSE. I'M A VERY ACTI VE PERSON | N THE COWUNI TY, | HAVE ALSO
16 STILL TRAVELED MORE NOW AND | GONE SKY-DI VING ALL THIS IS

17 PGSSI BLE BECAUSE OF RANCHO, BECAUSE RANCHO IS HERE FOR US AND
18  THEY TREAT US LI KE PEOPLE, WH CH WE ARE. AND | F YOU CLOSE DOWN
19 RANCHO YQU ARE, LIKE VIT SAI D, CLOSING A COWUNI TY, AND

20 EVERYBODY' S HERE BECAUSE WE' RE NOT JUST PART OF THE COMVUNI TY,
21 BECAUSE RANCHO IS OUR FAM LY. THANK YOU.

22

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YQU, AND YOUR NAME Sl R?
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1 CHARLES WH TEHEAD: MY NAME | S CHARLES WH TEHEAD, |'M A FORVER
2 PATI ENT AT RANCHO AND CURRENT EMPLOYEE. |'VE BEEN EMPLOYED AT
3  RANCHO FOR 8 YEARS AND I WORK FOR DR JACQUELI NE PERRY I N THE
4 P.K LAB, PATHO KI NESI OLOGY DEPARTMENT. AND FOR ME RANCHO IS A
5 SPECI AL PLACE BECAUSE |'VE HAD ALMOST 16 YEARS OF ASSCCI ATI ON
6 WTHIT. I WLL SAY THAT ALL THE SPECI ALTI ES AT RANCHO WE DO

7 HAVE DON T COVE FROM ANYWHERE ELSE AND RANCHO | S NATI ONALLY

8 KNOWN AND PRACTI CALLY PRETTY MJCH IS | NTERNATI ONALLY KNOAN AND
9 | WOULD SAY THAT, YOU KNOW THE COUNTRY IS JUST NOW TRYI NG TO
10 RECOVER FROM 9/11 AND, YOU KNOW WHAT | LIKEN THI'S TO I S KI ND
11 OF ADM NI STRATI VE TERRORI SM ' CAUSE YOU RE SCARI NG THE DEATH

12 QUT OF A LOT OF PECPLE AND THE BOAT TO CLOSE RANCHO WAS LI KE A
13 BOVMB OF NOWHERE SO | F YOU COULD, YOU KNOW PRETTY MJUCH LOOK AT
14 YOUR ALL THE NUMBERS, THE FACTS ARE THERE, YOU DON T REALLY

15 NEED TO CLOSE RANCHO, | SAY SAVE RANCHO NOT SAVE RANCHO S

16 MONEY AND WE' LL BE A GOCD COVMUNI TY, RANCHO COULD BE

17 NATI ONALLY KNOWN, THE RECORD CAN STAY CLEAN, |IT WLL CGET

18 BETTER AND AT THE BACKS OF THE SUPERVI SORS YOU GUYS WLL ALL
19 BENEFIT TOO THANK YOU VERY MJCH.

20

21  SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOQU VERY MJUCH. AND MA' AM THE LI TTLE
22 BOY RIGHT HERE YES. STATE YOUR NAME FOR US.

STEVEN ELI CKER: MY NAME | S STEVEN ELI CKER AND | AM 10 YEARS
GLD. | WAS BORN W TH CEREBRAL PALSY. | COULDN T DO THE TEAM
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1 SPORTS THAT MY FRI ENDS WERE DO NG LI KE BASKETBALL AND HOCKEY.
2 THEY WOULD TALK ABOUT THEI R FRI ENDS ON THE TEAM SCORES, GOALS
3 AND GREAT SHOTS, | FELT LEFT OQUT AND LIKE | COULDN T DO

4 ANYTHI NG | STARTED PLAYI NG WHEELCHAI R SPORTS AT RANCHO 3

5 YEARS AGO AND I T WAS SO FUN, I T MAKES ME FEEL AWESOVE BECAUSE
6 | LEARNED A LOT OF SPORTS THAT | THOUGHT | COULD NEVER DO. |

7 DON T FEEL LONELY ANYMORE BECAUSE | HAVE FRI ENDS AT RANCHO

8 THAT LI KE WHEELCHAI R SPORTS, PLUS | LIKE TO TALK TO MY OTHER

9 FRIENDS ABOQUT SPORTS, | T FEELS GOOD TO BE TOUGH AND FAST,

10 VWHLE I DO SPORTS IT FEELS GOOD TO HAVE A COACH TEACH ME STUFF
11 ABOUT BEI NG ON A TEAM AND WAYS TO WN THE GAME. AND MY PARENTS
12 SAY THESE ARE | MPORTANT THI NGS TO KNOW I N LIFE, ALL I KNOWI S
13 THAT | FEEL LIKE | COULD DO ANYTHI NG NOW BECAUSE OF RANCHO.

14

15 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJCH. [ Cheers and appl ause
16 ]

17

18 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR WOULD YQU STATE YOUR NAME, OR YOU COVE

19 FORWARD AND YOU STATE YOUR NAME, AND THEN WE' LL CALL ON YQU

20 NEXT, DO YOU WANT TO START RI GHT NOA? ALL RI GHT YES.

21

22 OBED DE SILVA: MY NAME | S OBED DE SI LVA, AND FI RST OF ALL |
WOULD LI KE TO SAY DID YOU SEE THAT LI TTLE BOY' S FACE, DI D THAT
LI TTLE BOY' S FACE JUST BRI GHTEN ALL YOUR FACES, DI D H S FACE
MAKE ALL OF YOU SMLE, OR I F YOU CLOSE RANCHO THAT FACE | S NOT
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GO NG TO MAKE YOU SM LE ANY MORE, TODAY' S PROBABLY THE LAST
DAY YQU LL SEE THAT LI TTLE BOY' S FACE SM LE AS HE DI D TGDAY,
BECAUSE HE STI LL HAS SPORTS AND | HAVE THE PRI VI LEGE OF

PLAYI NG WTH H M SI DE BY SIDE WTH H M EVERY DAY PLAYI NG
SPORTS AND SEEI NG THAT SM LE, BUT | F YOU CLOSE RANCHO, YQU LL
NO LONGER SEE THAT SM LE. | ALSO WANT TO SAY THAT WE ARE NOT
VHEELCHAI R PEOPLE AND WE ARE NOT A PACK OF PEOPLE, WE ARE A
PEOPLE, FLESH AND BLOOD, JUST LIKE YOU. WE BLEED, WE CRY, WE
BREATHE, AND WE WANT TO CONTI NUE BREATHI NG AND LI VI NG BECAUSE
VE ARE A PECPLE, SO PLEASE KEEP RANCHO OPEN.

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ].

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR YES MA'AM WOULD YOU STATE YOUR NAME.

COLLEEN MOORE: MY NAME | S COLLEEN MOORE. |'VE BEEN WORKI NG
SINCE | WAS 13 YEARS OLD. I'M51. IN 1997, | LOST My JOB
BECAUSE | WAS CRI PPLED WTH ARTHRITIS, AND | WLL BE FOR THE
REST OF My LI FE. BECAUSE | HAVE SPENT 10 YEARS THROUGH PRI VATE
DOCTORS, THROUGH YOUR MEDI CAL | NSURANCES, THROUGH YOUR

H MOs, THROUGH COUNTY U.S.C., TRYING TO GET HELP FOR WY
ARTHRITI'S, AND IF I T HADN T HAVE BEEN FOR RANCHO LOS AM CGOS, |
WOULD BE SITTING I N A ROCKI NG CHAI R AT HOVE BEI NG SUPPORTED BY
THE COUNTY OF LOS ANCELES IN THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A FOR

SS 1., VHCH I FILED FOR I N 1999 AND GAVE | T UP WHEN |
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FI NALLY -- THEY GAVE ME HOPE. | HAD G VEN UP. TOTALLY G VEN
UP. SO | HAVE ONE QUESTI ON FOR ALL OF YOU. VWHAT IN GOD' S NAME
ARE YOU THI NKING? | CAN T BELI EVE YOU PECPLE! THEY G VE - -
THEY NOT ONLY TREAT THE PROBLEM THEY TREAT YOUR DI GNI TY, THEY
G VE YOU BACK YOUR DI GNITY. THEY HELP YOU. THEY CARE, AND YOU
KNOW THEY CARE. WHEN SOVEONE WALKS BY AND SAYS, "HELLO, HOW
ARE YOU DA NG " THEY G VE YOU SELF-WORTH. YOU HAVEN T BEEN
THERE, YOU HAVEN T STAYED AT COUNTY OR MARTI N LUTHER KI NG OR
EVEN A PRI VATE FACI LI TY THAT TURNS YOU I NTO A GUI NEA Bl G AND
ALL THEY WANT TO DO IS G VE YQU PAI N PI LLS. RANCHO DOESN T
WANT TO G VE YOU PAIN PILLS;, THEY WANT TO G VE YOU BACK THEI R
DIGNITY AND THEY MAKE YOU WANT TO GET BACK | NTO SOCI ETY AND
WORK. YOU KNOW AND DON' T SIT THERE, Ms. BURKE, AND SM LE AT
ME, BECAUSE THERE' S ONE COMMENT | HAVE FOR YOU. | THI NK YQU
QUGHT TO BE ASHAMED OF YOURSELF. THESE ARE NOT " THOSE
VWHEELCHAI R PEOPLE. "

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT, | TOLD YQU |' M VERY SORRY THAT I
REFERRED TO THEM AS WHEELCHAI R PEOPLE. | MEANT WHEELCHAI R
USERS, AND | HOPE THAT YOU ACCEPT THE APOLOGY AND WE WANT TO
THANK YOU FOR YOUR STATEMENT AND VWE WANT TO MOVE ON.

COLLEEN MOORE: REAL QUI CKLY, | DI D NOT COVE HERE I N MY
VHEELCHAI R TODAY BECAUSE | WANT TO KEEP WALKI NG. OKAY? AND
THESE PEOPLE AREN T HANDI CAPPED, THEY' RE PHYSI CALLY
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1 CHALLENGED. TRY TO REMEMBER THAT AND STOP PUTTI NG EVERYBODY
2 I NTO A CATEGORY. BUT YOU NEED TO KEEP RANCHO OPEN.

4 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJCH. SIR, WLL YOQU G VE US
5 YOUR STATEMENT AND YOUR NAME.

7 JUAN NUNOZ: H . MY NAME |S JUAN NUNCZ. | AM A RANCHO LGOS

8 AM GOS REHAB SERVI CES CONSUMER, AND | HAVE BEEN FOR THE PAST

9 EICGHT YEARS. |'M ALSO A MEMBER OF THE RANCHO WHEELCHAI R SPORTS
10 PROGRAM WHI CH HAS TAUGHT ME HOW TO BE A W NNER. BECAUSE OF

11 RANCHO LGOS AM GOs, PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES HAVE LEARNED THAT
12 BARRI ERS PREVENTI NG SUCCESS CAN NOW BE BROKEN. BECAUSE OF

13 RANCHO LCS AM G0s, | CHCSE TO MAJOR | N REHAB -- REHABI LI TATI ON
14 SO THAT | M GHT BE THERE FOR OTHERS AS RANCHO HAS BEEN THERE
15 FOR ME. | KNOW THAT W THOUT RANCHO, | DON' T KNOWWHERE | WLL
16 BE TODAY. WHAT ABOUT TOMORROW? | F RANCHO LOS AM GOS IS NOT

17  THERE TO HELP OTHERS BREAK THEI R BARRI ERS, WHAT ABOUT

18 TOVORROW | F RANCHO LOS AM GOS | S GONE? LEAVI NG PEOPLE W TH

19 DI SABI LI TI ES WHO NEED HELP W TH NO PLACE TO TURN. WHAT ABOUT
20 TOMORROW | F RANCHO LOS AM GOS HAS BEEN ERASED IN OUR

21 COVMUNITY, THE LOSS IS AN ASSET THAT CANNOT BE REPLACED. WHAT
22 ABOUT TOMORROW PEOPLES? | ASK YOU TO TH NK OF THOSE PEOPLE
VWHO W LL BE DENI ED THE OPPORTUNI TY OF SUCCESS THAT RANCHO
SERVI CES PROVI DE ME. WE ARE ALL HUVAN BEI NGS. ALL WE WANT IS A
FAI R CHANCE AT LIFE. JUST A FEW LI KE WVE WANT FOR YOURSELF AND
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1 YOUR CH LDREN. THANK YOQU VERY MJUCH. AND PLEASE, KEEP RANCHO
2 OPEN.

4 SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. AND SIR, WOULD YQU
5 G VE US YOUR NAME.

7 RICHARD VALDER: GOOD AFTERNOON, MADAM CHAI R, SUPERVI SORS. MANY
8 OF YOU KNOW ME ALREADY. |'M RI CHARD VALDER, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
9 OF THE DALE Macl NTOSH CENTER AND CURRENT CHAI RMAN OF THE STATE
10 | NDEPENDENT LI VING COUNCI L. I'N 1969, | WAS BORN I NTO A FAM LY
11 THAT BELI EVED THAT BECAUSE OF A SIN THEY COWM TTED, THAT WY

12 DI SABILITY WAS AS A RESULT. | WAS | MMEDI ATELY PLACED I N THE

13 CARE OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND PLACED IN THE RANCH. I T WAS WY
14 FORTUNE THAT THE RANCH EXI STED AND THERE WERE PASSI ONATE

15  NURSES WHO CLAI MED ME AS FAM LY. THE NURSES GAVE ME EXCELLENT
16 CARE AND PROVI DED ME W TH HOPE AND OPPORTUNI TY FOR MY THI RST
17 THREE MONTHS. AT THAT PO NT, | WAS PLAYED IN THE FOSTER FAM LY
18  THAT RAI SED ME. THROUGHOUT MY LI FE, THE RANCH HAS BEEN VI TAL
19 TO My | NDEPENDENCE. WH LE A BABY AND TODDLER, THEY ADDRESSED
20 THE MEDI CAL NEEDS THAT CONTI NUED TO PLAGUE ME, AND WHI LE

21 GETTI NG THROUGH HI GH SCHOCOL AND COLLEGE, THEY ASSI STED W TH

22 DEVELOPI NG SEVERAL | TEMS NECESSARY FOR My | NDEPENDENCE. THE

| TEMS | NCLUDED MCDI FI ED CLOTHI NG A TABLE FOR MY WHEELCHAI R TO
TAKE NOTES ON VWHI LE I N COLLEGE AS WELL AS MOUTH STI CKS TO
ADDRESS SEVERAL NEEDS. W THOUT THESE | TEMS | WOULD NOT HAVE
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HAD THE ABI LI TY TO COWLETE COLLEGE AND BE EVMPLOYED I N A
SENI OR MANAGEMENT POSI TI ON. MY POSI TI ONS HAVE ALLOWED ME TO BE
TOTALLY | NDEPENDENT, FREE FROM ANY GOVERNVENT SUBSI DI ES. THE
RANCH S | NVESTMENT I N ME AND MY LI FE HAS ENABLED ME TO G VE
BACK TO THE COVWUNI TY. THE RANCH STANDS FOR DI GNI TY, HOPE,
OPPORTUNI TY, AND | NDEPENDENCE. | WORKED AT THE | NDEPENDENT

LI VI NG CENTER DI RECTLY ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE RANCH FOR

SI X YEARS. W THOUT THE RANCH, HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS CF LI VES
WOULD ONLY BE A NUMBER CHECKED | NTO A NURSI NG HOVE FORGOTTEN
OR FOR MANY DEATH. IT IS TRUE THAT EVERYONE W TH A DI SABI LI TY
AT SOVE PO NT I N TI ME MUST GO THROUGH A GRI EVI NG PROCESS AND
DETERM NE | F THEY WLL ACCEPT THEI R DI SABI LI TY. THE RANCH
PROVI DES THE FAM LY TO ADDRESS THAT DI FFI CULT TI ME. THE RANCH
PROVI DES VI TAL ACUTE CARE SERVI CES THAT ARE NOT DUPLI CATED BY
ANY ENTITY IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY OR THE STATE. W THOUT THE
SERVI CES THESE | NDI VI DUALS W LL REQUI RE SERVI CES FROM
EMERGENCY ROOMS AND HOSPI TALS. | DON T BELI EVE THEY W LL

PROVI DE ADEQUATE MEDI CAL CARE AND MANY LI VES W LL BE DEVALUED.
NO ONE HERE TODAY IS OQUT OF TUNE TO THE REALITY OF THE
ENORMOUS BUDGET CUTS FACI NG LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND THE STATE.
HOWNEVER, PLEASE WEI GH THE COSTS OF CLOSI NG DOWN THE RANCH | N
COMPARI SON TO EMERGENCY ROOM HOSPI TAL, AND NURSI NG HOVE
COSTS, BUT MOST | MPORTANTLY, THE VALUE AND THE | NDI VI DUAL

LI VES. LCS ANGELES COUNTY NEEDS MORE SENI OR MANAGERS W TH

DI SABI LI TIES, LIKE ALL OF US HERE TODAY. W THOUT THE RANCH, WE
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CANNOT ACHI EVE | NDEPENDENCE AND OPPORTUNI TY QUR U. S.

CONSTI TUTI ON PROM SES. PLEASE DO WHAT YOU CAN TO KEEP THE
RANCH OPEN. THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ]

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

M CHAEL LAUGHLIN: MY NAME | S M CHAEL LAUGHLI N, AND | HEARD THE
WORD "BOTTOM LI NE" A LOT. WELL, YOU RE LOOKI NG AT THE BOTTOM
LINE RIGHT HERE. |'M FLESH AND BLOCD. |'M THE BOTTOM LI NE.

AND, YOU KNOW A PART OF A CIVILIZED SOCI ETY IS TO TAKE CARE
OF PEOPLE THAT ARE UNFORTUNATE ENOUGH TO WND UP I N THE

PCSI TION AS A LOT OF PECPLE HERE HAVE, AND THAT' S A SOCI ETY
THAT IS G VILIZED. CLOSING OF RANCHO | S THE BEG NNI NG OF A
SOCI ETY THAT |'S HEADED TOWARDS NOT BEI NG CI VI LI ZED. THE MONEY
'S AROUND FOR HOVELAND SECURI TY, HOVELAND AGAI NST TERRORI SM
VELL, CLOSI NG RANCHO IS AN ACT OF TERRORISM I T'S AN ACT COF
TERRORI SM AGAI NST ME. AND |'VE BEEN TO A LOT OF HOSPI TALS
VWHERE | ALMOST DI ED. | MEAN, BECAUSE IF I T WASN' T FOR RANCHQ,
GETTI NG ME OVER TO RANCHO LOS AM GOS, | WOULDN T BE HERE RI GHT
NOW | JUST WOULDN T BE HERE. THAT'S ALL THERE IS TOIT. | HAD
A BLOOD CLOT. | COULD NAVE A LOT OF THINGS AND | VENT TO WY
LOCAL HOSPI TAL BECAUSE | T WAS IN THE M DDLE OF THE NI GHT AND
THE PARAMEDI C -- AND THE DOCTORS JUST SAY, "YOU KNOW YQOU HAD
ONE M NUTE AND YOU D BE DEAD, " AND | N RANCHO, THAT NEVER
HAPPENED. THERE WAS A DOCTOR THAT SAVED MY LIFE THERE. | CAN T
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TELL YOU, | WOULD NOT BE HERE, AND JUST THINK OF THE PEOPLE
THAT DON T HAVE RANCHO THAT ARE DEAD RI GHT NOW THEY' RE GONE.
THEY' RE NOT UP HERE TALKI NG BECAUSE THEY DI DN' T HAVE RANCHO.
THEY' RE DEAD. SO, | MEAN, YOU VE GOT -- YOU CAN T CLOSE THE
PLACE. IT'S A SYMBOL. IT'S A SYMBOL OF A SOCI ETY THAT CARES
AND | T WOULD BE THE EPI TOVE OF CYNI Cl SM AND OF A SOCI ETY THAT
| S GO NG DOWN TO CLOSE RANCHO, AND THAT'S HOW-- | JUST FEEL
LIKE, YOU KNOW THIS IS THE WAY | FEEL, AND, | DON T KNOW |
WASN' T GOl NG TO COME UP HERE TO TALK BECAUSE | FEEL LIKE
WHATEVER MY WORDS COVE OUT OF MY MOUTH | SN' T GO NG TO MATTER
BECAUSE YOU RE GOl NG TO CLOSE | T DOAN AND -- BUT, HEY, HOLD
OUT HOPE. THERE' S ALWAYS HOPE. THANK YOU. [ Appl ause ]

SUP. BURKE, CHAIR AND YOUR NAME, PLEASE?

DONNA MOCDY: MY NAME |'S DONNA MOCDY, AND | LIVE I N LAKEWOOD,
CALI FORNIA, AND I'M GO NG TO START THHS OFF. | DD WRI TE
SOMETHI NG, BUT | WOULD LI KE TO SAY REAL QUI CK, THANK YQU, DON
KNABE. | WANT TO THANK YOU. ON FEBRUARY 11th, 1998 | SUFFERED
A SPI NAL CORD | NJURY, AND AT THE TIME | WAS | N BETWEEN HEALTH
| NSURANCE AND FOUND MYSELF AT HARBOR-U.C. L. A, AND AFTER TWO
VEEKS AT RANCHO LOS AM GOS. SINCE THE DAY | ENTERED RANCHO, |
KNEW THI' S WASN T JUST ANY COUNTY FACI LI TY. RANCHO | S SPECI AL.
FROM THE UNI QUE AND THOROUGH CHECK-1 N PROCESS TO ENSURE MY
HEALTH WAS STABLE, TO THE TEAM OF PHYSI Cl ANS, THERAPI STS,
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TECHNI CI ANS, NURSES, AND AI DS THAT | SAW ON THOSE FI RST FEW
HOURS AND DAYS, THE DI FFERENCE WAS OBVI QUS. THESE

PROFESSI ONALS KNEW VWHAT THEY WERE DO NG AND, MORE | MPORTANTLY,
THEY KNEW AND UNDERSTOCOD THE FEAR AND ANXI ETY THAT | WAS GO NG
THROUGH AND ADDRESSED | T. | CAME | NTO RANCHO W THOUT THE
ABILITY TO MOVE MY LEGS FROM BELOW MY KNEES AT ALL, AND I
SPENT FI VE MONTHS THERE REGAI NI NG SOVE MOVEMENT AND STRENGIH
IN My LEGS. WHEN | LEFT RANCHO I N JUNE 1998, | LEFT WTH A
VWHEELCHAI R, BUT | ALSO LEFT WTH MY WALKER AND THE ABI LI TY TO
USE IT. TODAY, | AM PROUD TO SAY THAT BECAUSE OF THE WORK THAT
MY THERAPI ST DID WTH ME AT RANCHO, | HAVE THE ABILITY TO WALK
WTH A WALKER, BUT MORE | MPORTANTLY, TH S YEAR, | HAVE LEARNED
TO ALSO WALK W THOUT A WALKER. VHI LE LYI NG I N BED ALL THOSE
MONTHS,